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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-02)

AGENDA 465

20 January 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 06 January 2004

(Reading of the Names)

Staff Sgt. Robert K. McGee, 38, of Martinsville, Va., died June 30, in Manila, Republic of the
Philippines, of non-combat related injuries. McGee was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Special
Forces Group, Fort Lewis, Wash. A review of records revealed the omission of a news release for this
soldier.

Sgt. 1st Class Otie J. McVey, 53, of Oak Hill, W.V., was medically evacuated from Baghdad, Iraq, on
Sept. 23 for treatment of a non-combat related illness. He died Nov. 7 in Beaver, W.V. McVey was
assigned to the Army Reserve’s 706th Transportation Company, Kenton, Ohio. A review of records
revealed the omission of a news release for this soldier.

Sgt. Foster Pinkston, 47, of Warrenton, Ga., died Sept. 16, in Eisenhower Army Medical Center in
Augusta, Ga., from a non-combat related illness. Pinkston was assigned to the Army National Guard’s
878th Engineer Battalion, Augusta, Ga. A review of records revealed the omission of a news release fir
this soldier.

Pvt. Cory R. Depew, 21, of Beech Grove, Ind., died Jan. 4 in Mosul, Iraq, when his Stryker military
vehicle was struck by a rocket-propelled grenade. Depew was assigned to the 2nd Squadron, 14th
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 25" Infantry Division (Stryker Brigade Combat Team), Fort Lewis,
Wash.
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Lance Cpl. Julio C. Cisneros Alvarez, 22, of Pharr, Texas, died Jan. 6 as result of hostile action in Al
Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to 1" Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I
Marine Expeditionary Force, Twentynine Palms, Calif.

Pfc. Curtis L. Wooten I11, 20, of Spanaway, Wash., died Jan. 4 in Balad, Iraq, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. Wooten was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 77th
Armor Regiment, 1¥ Infantry Division, Schweinfurt, Germany.

Sgt. Bennie J. Washington, 25, of Atlanta, Ga., died Jan. 4 in Brooke Army Medical Center, San
Antonio, Texas, of injuries sustained Oct. 14 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, when his military vehicle was struck
by a rocket-propelled grenade. Washington was assigned to the 44th Engineer Battalion, 2nd Infantry
Division, Camp Howze, Korea.

Sgt. Zachariah S. Davis, 25, of Twentynine Palms, Calif., died Jan. 6 as result of hostile action in Al
Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to 3" Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Twentynine Palms, Calif.

Spc. Jimmy D. Buie, 44, of Floral, Ark. Buie died Jan. 4 in Taji, Iraq, when an improvised explosive
devise detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National Guard’s 3rd
Battalion, 153rd Infantry Regiment, 39th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Fordyce, Ark.

Spc. Jeremy W. McHalffey, 28, of Mabelvale, Ark. McHalffey died Jan. 4 in Taji, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive devise detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National
Guard’s 39th Infantry Brigade, Little Rock, Ark.

Spc. Joshua S. Marcum, 33, of Evening Shade, Ark. Marcum died Jan. 4 in Taji, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive devise detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National
Guard’s 3rd Battalion, 153rd Infantry Regiment, 39th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, Camden, Ark.

Sgt. 1st Class Kurt J. Comeaux, 34, of Raceland, La. Comeaux died January 6 in Baghdad, Iraq,
when an improvised explosive device struck his Bradley fighting vehicle. He was assigned to the Army
National Guard’s 256th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), Lafayette, La.

Sgt. Christopher J. Babin, 27, of Houma, La. Babin died January 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device struck his Bradley fighting vehicle. He was assigned to the Army
National Guard’s 256th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), Lafayette, La.

Spc. Bradley J. Bergeron, 25, of Houma, La. Bergeron died January 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device struck his Bradley fighting vehicle. He was assigned to the Army
National Guard’s 256th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), Lafayette, La.

Spc. Huey P. L. Fassbender, 24, of LaPlace, La. Fassbender died January 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, when

an improvised explosive device struck his Bradley fighting vehicle. He was assigned to the Army
National Guard’s 256th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), Lafayette, La.
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Spc. Armand L. Frickey, 20, Houma, La. Frickey died January 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device struck his Bradley fighting vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National
Guard’s 256th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), Lafayette, La.

Spc. Warren A. Murphy, 29, of Marrero, La. Murphy died January 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device struck his Bradley fighting vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National
Guard’s 256th Infantry Brigade (Mechanized), Lafayette, La.

Pfc. Kenneth G. Vonronn, 20, of Bloomingburg, N.Y., died January 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, with six of
his fellow Soldiers when an improvised explosive device struck their Bradley fighting vehicle. Vonronn
was assigned to the Army National Guard’s Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry Regiment, 42nd Infantry Division, New York, N.Y.

Pfc. Daniel F. Guastaferro, 27, of Las Vegas, Nev., died January 7 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, when his
military vehicle left the road and went into a canal. Guastaferro was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Camp Casey, Korea.

Spc. Dwayne J. McFarlane Jr., 20, of Cass Lake, Minn., died Jan. 9 in Baghdad, Iraq, when his
dismounted patrol was hit by an improvised explosive device. McFarlane was assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 15th Field Artillery Regiment, 10th Mountain Division (Light Infantry), from Fort Drum,
NY.

Cpl. Joseph E. Fite, 23, of Round Rock, Texas, died Jan. 9 as a result of hostile action in Al Anbar
Province, Iraq. He was assigned to the Marine Forces Reserve’s 1st Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment,
4th Marine Division, Austin, Texas.

Staff Sgt. William F. Manuel, 34, of Kinder, La. Manuel died Jan. 10 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device hit his military vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 3rd
Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment, 256th Infantry Brigade, Lake Charles, La.

Sgt. Robert W. Sweeney 111, 22, of Pineville, La. Sweeney died Jan. 10 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device hit his military vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 3rd
Battalion, 156th Infantry Regiment, 256th Infantry Brigade, Lake Charles, La.

Spc. Michael J. Smith, 24, of Media, Penn., died Jan. 11 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, when his military vehicle
was hit by a rocket propelled grenade. Smith was assigned to 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 2d Infantry
Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. 1st Class Brian A. Mack, 36, of Phoenix, Ariz., died Jan. 13 in Mosul, Iraq, when his military
vehicle was hit by an improvised explosive device. Mack was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 21st
Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Lance Cpl. Matthew W. Holloway, 21, of Fulton, Texas. Holloway died Jan. 13 from injuries

received as a result of enemy action in Al Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve’s st Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Corpus Christi, Texas.
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Lance Cpl. Juan R. Rodriguez Velasco, 23, of El Cenizo, Texas. Velasco died Jan. 13 from injuries
received as a result of enemy action in Al Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve’s st Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Corpus Christi, Texas.

Pfc. Gunnar D. Becker, 19, of Forestburg, S.D., died Jan. 13 in Mosul, Iraq, of non-combat related
injuries. Becker was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 63" Armor Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, Vilseck,
Germany.

Sgt. Nathaniel T. Swindell, 24, of Bronx, N.Y., died Jan. 15 in Mosul, Iraq, from a non-combat related
injury. Swindell was assigned to the 1* Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. Jayton D. Patterson, 26, of Sedley, Va., died Jan. 15 as result of hostile action in Babil Province,
Iraq. He was assigned to st Battalion, 2 Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Cpl. Paul C. Holter 111, 21, of Corpus Christi, Texas, died Jan. 14, due to a non-combat related
incident at Camp Ramadi, Iraq. He was assigned to 2™ Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. The incident is under investigation.

Pfc. Francis C. Obaji, 21, of Queens Village, N.Y., died Jan. 17 in the 86th Combat Support Hospital
in Baghdad, Iraq, after he was involved in a motor vehicle accident Jan. 16 in Baghdad, Iraq. Obaji was
assigned to the Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, New York, N.Y. The
accident is under investigation.

Spc. Alain L. Kamolvathin, 21, of Blairstown, N.J., died Jan. 16 in Baghdad, Iraq, when he was
involved in a motor vehicle accident. Kamolvathin was assigned to the Army National Guard’s 1st
Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, New York, N.Y. The accident is under investigation.

Staff Sgt. Thomas E. Vitagliano, 33, of New Haven, Conn., died Jan. 17 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, when a
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated near his position. Vitagliano was assigned to the
Ist Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Casey, Korea.

Pfc. George R. Geer, 27, of Cortez, Colo., died Jan. 17 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, when a vehicle-borne

improvised explosive device detonated near his position. Geer was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment, 2" Infantry Division, Camp Casey, Korea.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1404 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors
(President)

Announcements and Acknowledgements

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

As can be seen from the news articles attached to this agenda the Veteran Community,
along with the rest of society are in for some fiscal pain and suffering. For starters, the
Republican Party has replaced the chairman of the Veterans Affairs Committee with a man
apparently bent on making cut backs. And when cut backs are in season you can bet that no
new issues will get a sympathetic hearing while the fiscal meat cleaver is working over existing
programs.

The fact of the matter is that the United States is in deep financial shit. To those of us
who live outside the United States we see this in the drastic decline in the value of the
American dollar against the major currencies of the world. It has even dropped substantially
against the Colombian Peso. Ponder that for a moment.

Record U.S. budget deficits — with no end in sight — have the world’'s people’s now
bailing on what was once the stable currency of the world. The huge trade deficit the U.S has
with it's trading partners month after month create even more instability with the dollar.

The endless costs of the Iraq war and over-hyped, personal liberty stealing domestic
security programs are draining funds from the futures of our children.

And in the middle of all this, the U.S. government cuts taxes.

But the chickens always come home to roost.

Now them chickens may not be all the way home yet, but if you pause and listen, you
can hear them squawking.

The government hears them squawking.

Rather than begin to salvage the world’'s confidence in the U.S. dollar by raising interest
rates, they prefer to take the time honoured track of “belt tightening” which almost always
translates into stomping on the peasantries collective bag. That's you and me Melvin. ltis
also those who are in harm’s way right now.

That's why they replaced their own Chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Committee
with Representative Steve Buyer, (R) Indiana.

According to the article in Congressional Quarterly, “A sharp change in direction on VA
funding may be in the offing in light of the unusual ouster of Rep. Christopher H. Smith, R N.J.
as chairman of House Veterans Affairs. Smith bucked GOP leaders by seeking funding
increases, and the ouster marked the first time since Republicans took control of the House a
decade ago that a sitting chairman has been removed.”

This is not a good sign.

It is said that incoming Chairman Steve Buyer R-Indiana is really upset about the
expansion of VA Health benefits to cover more Veterans in 1996. This expansion of benefits
to Veterans other than the service connected disabled increased costs to VA health care from
$16.6 billion to $28 billion now. The number of Veterans in the system grew from 2.9 million to
6.8 million after these reforms.
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Those reforms were passed in 1996 just before the federal election. It was a typical feel
good give away that every politician benefited from at that moment in history.

The effect of this legislation was to strain the VA health care system. Where the VA
medical system had been previously focused on Service connected disabled Veterans, it now
found itself tending to the needs of many more people. With the sorry assed burden that many
Americans carry when it comes to medical care, is it any wonder that people would use a free
or low cost medical benefit? Besides, we all know how hard it is to fund political promises of
years gone by. Just ask any retired Military person about their life time guarantee of medical
care.

There is no question in my mind that other programs will likely be reviewed during this
coming legislative period.

Sadly, all of this occurs while another generation of Warriors is in the midst of a long
and difficult struggle as we speak.

We owe it to the men and women in the Armed Forces today to remain vigilant, to stay
informed, and to vocalize our concerns.

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

BCR Collection, Telephone Collection & Auction
(Chief of Staff)

Minutes of the previous meeting
(Chief of Staff)

Minutes were taken at General Meeting 464 but were not transcribed in time for this meeting.
2004 Annual Financial Report

Balance Sheet

Income/Expense Report

Banking Transaction Report

Petty Cash Transaction Report

2004/2003 Comparative Income/Expense Report

Administrative Activities

1. Email from Lyle Holmes, USMC, Canadian Vietnam Vet living in the U.S. with a
copy of his DD214. (2004.12.15 delayed)

2. The ‘weirdness review” or “Maw, there’s some strange creatures in the forest.”
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Firebase Canada 2006

Credentials and the importance of them.
Liaison between VVIC and Our Way Home Reunion.

VVIC liaison with the City of Nelson.

New Business from the Floor:

The next General Meeting is 03 February 2005 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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January 9, 2005

Applying Brakes to Benefits Gets Wide G.O.P. Backing

By ROBERT PEAR
New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 8 - In his budget request to Congress, President Bush will try to impose firm,
enforceable limits on the growth of federal benefit programs, and the chairmen of the Senate and House
Budget Committees say they strongly supported that effort.

Administration officials and Congressional aides said Mr. Bush would also seek cuts in housing
assistance for low-income families, freezes or slight increases in most domestic programs, and larger
increases for domestic security. The spending plan for 2006, like the appropriations enacted for this
year, would give priority to military operations and domestic security over social welfare programs.

The new chairman of the Senate Budget Committee, Judd Gregg, Republican of New Hampshire, said
he and other fiscal conservatives wanted to establish "enforcement mechanisms" to "put the brakes on
the growth of entitlements," which pay benefits to millions of Americans according to formulas set by
law.

"The White House also wants to address entitlement spending," Mr. Gregg said in an interview.

Mr. Bush plans to submit his budget to Congress early next month. Officials at the affected agencies
said he would propose a virtual freeze for the National Science Foundation and a very small increase for
the National Institutes of Health.

Agency officials throughout the government spoke on condition of anonymity because the White House
wants to control the way details of the president's budget are released.

A legislative proposal drafted by the White House would make it more difficult for Congress to pass
legislation increasing the "long-term unfunded obligations" of benefit programs like Social Security,
Medicare, Civil Service retirement and disability, veterans disability compensation, and health benefits
for retired federal employees.

A White House document describing the proposal says that Medicaid, the health program for low-
income people, can be added to the list as soon as federal officials devise a reliable way to estimate its
long-term costs. Medicaid spending has shot up 63 percent in the last five years, so that federal and state
outlays together now total more than $300 billion a year.

The president's proposal, the Spending Control Act, closely resembles a bill drafted by Representative
Jim Nussle, Republican of lowa and the chairman of the House Budget Committee, who said his goal
was to establish more "discipline and enforcement” of restraints on spending.

In the interview, Mr. Gregg said he wanted to take a close look at the new Medicare law, signed by Mr.
Bush in 2003. The law offers prescription drug coverage to all 41 million elderly and disabled
beneficiaries.
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"It was supposed to cost $400 billion over 10 years, but new estimates show the costs could be 50
percent higher," Mr. Gregg said. "Before we start the program in an aggressive way in 2006, we have to
be sure. Since it was sold as a $400 billion program, that's what we should keep it at."

While Mr. Bush and most Republicans in Congress supported the Medicare bill, Mr. Gregg voted
against it, calling it fiscally irresponsible. "This bill is the largest intergenerational tax increase in the
history of this country," Mr. Gregg said in an impassioned speech on the Senate floor in November
2003. The bill, he said, is "not paid for," does nothing to control costs and will require "a massive tax
increase" on workers and Americans who have yet to be born.

Democrats have denounced the law, saying it helps insurance companies and drug companies more than
elderly people. But until now, Republicans generally expressed no desire to re-examine the law, saying
it should be given a chance to work.

In his speech in 2003, Mr. Gregg said the drug benefit should have been limited to Medicare
beneficiaries with low incomes or high drug costs that could wipe out their assets. He also criticized a
section of the bill under which the government would pay billions of dollars in subsidies to encourage
employers to continue providing drug benefits to retirees.

The federal budget deficit hit a record of $413 billion in 2004. At a White House economic conference
last month, Mr. Bush said, "We're going to submit a tough budget."

In 2004, federal revenues were 5.6 percent lower than in 2001. But federal spending was 23 percent
higher, and total debt held by the public - the amount borrowed to pay for past deficits - was 29 percent
higher.

The White House says that revenues declined because of the 2001 recession and tax cuts intended to
stimulate the economy, while spending increased because of domestic security and the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Still, entitlement programs and other mandatory spending account for a growing share of the budget, 49
percent in 1994 and 54 percent last year, and under current law the Congressional Budget Office says
they will reach 58 percent by 2014. Officials at the affected agencies gave these details of work on the
president's budget:

For the current fiscal year, Congress cut the budget of the National Science Foundation by about 2
percent, to $5.47 billion, and the White House Office of Management and Budget initially proposed a
further cut of about 5 percent for 2006. But the agency appealed, with support from allies like Senator
Christopher S. Bond, Republican of Missouri, and the White House decided to propose a flat budget,
instead of cuts.

The White House budget office initially sought a small cut at the National Institutes of Health, which
received an appropriation of $28.4 billion for the current fiscal year. But after an appeal by Tommy G.
Thompson, the secretary of health and human services, the White House agreed to propose a small
increase, less than 2 percent, which would not be enough to keep pace with the rising costs of
biomedical research.
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