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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-04)

AGENDA 467

17 February 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 03 February 2005

(Reading of the Names)

Lance Cpl. Sean P. Maher, 19, of Grays Lake, Ill., died Feb. 2 as a result of hostile action in Al Anbar
Province, Iraq. He was assigned to 1* Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, ITl Marine
Expeditionary Force, Marine Corps Base Hawaii.

Spc. Robert T. Hendrickson, 24, from Broken Bow, OKkla., died Feb. 1 in Baghdad, Iraq, from
wounds sustained when his military vehicle overturned. Hendrickson was assigned to the 2d Battalion,
5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Sgt. Stephen R. Sherman, 27, from Neptune, N.J., died Feb. 3 in Mosul, Iraq, from wounds sustained
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. Sherman was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment, 25™ Infantry Division, (Stryker Brigade Combat Team) Fort Lewis,
Wash.

Sgt. 1st Class Mark C. Warren, 44, from LaGrande, Ore., died January 31 at Kirkuk Air Base, Iraq
from non-combat related injuries. Warren was assigned to the 3d Battalion, 116th Armor Cavalry
Regiment, 116th Brigade Combat Team (Forward), LaGrande, Ore.

Sgt. 1st Class Sean M. Cooley, 35, from Ocean Springs, Miss., died February 3 in Northern Babil

Province, Iraq, when his vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device. Cooley was assigned to
the 150th Engineer Battalion, 155th Armor Brigade, Lucedale, Miss.
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Lance Cpl. Travis M. Wichlacz, 22, of West Bend, Wis., died Feb. 5 as a result of hostile action in
Babil Province, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve’s 2nd Battalion, 24th Marine
Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Milwaukee, Wis.

Spc. Jeremy O. Allmon, 22, of Cleburne, Texas, died Feb. 6 in Taji, Iraq, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. Allmon was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 8th
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Staff Sgt. Steven G. Bayow, 42, from Colonia Yap, Federated States of Micronesia, died February 4
in Bayji, Iraq, when an improvised explosive device hit his vehicle. Bayow was assigned to the 2d
Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3" Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Sgt. Daniel Torres, 23, from Fort Worth, Texas, died February 4 in Bayjii, Iraq, when an improvised
explosive device hit his vehicle. Torres was assigned to the 2d Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd
Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Capt. Sean L. Brock, 29, of Redondo Beach, Calif., died Feb. 2 from wounds received as a result of
hostile action in Al Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to Headquarters Battalion, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler, Okinawa, Japan.

Spc. Richard M. Crane, 25, of Independence, Mo., died Feb. 8, in Kandahar, Afghanistan, of non-
combat related injuries. Crane was assigned to the Army Reserve’s 325th Field Hospital, Independence,
Mo.

Staff Sgt. Zachary R. Waobler, 24, of Ottowa, Ohio, died Feb. 6 in Mosul, Iraq, when his dismounted
patrol encountered enemy forces using small arms fire. Wobler was assigned to the Army’s 2™
Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Sgt. Jessica M. Housby, 23, of Rock Island, Ill., died Feb. 9 in Route Golden, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near her convoy. Housby was assigned to the Army National
Guard's 1644th Transportation Company, Rock Falls, Il

Spc. Jeffrey S. Henthorn, 25, of Choctaw, Okla., died Feb. § in Balad, Iraq, from non-combat related
injuries. Henthorn was assigned to the 24" Transportation Company, Fort Riley, Kan.

Staff Sgt. Kristopher L. Shepherd, 26, of Lynchburg, Va., died Feb. 11 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated during clearing operations. Shepherd was assigned to the 767th
Ordnance Company, 63rd Ordnance Battalion, 52nd Ordnance Group, Fort McNair, Washington, D.C.

Staff Sgt. William T. Robbins, 31, of North Little Rock, Ark., died Feb. 10 in Taji, Iraq, of non-
combat related injuries. Robbins was assigned to the Army National Guard's 39th Infantry Brigade,
Little Rock, Ark.

Spc. Robert A. McNail, 30, of Meridian, Miss., died Feb. 11 in Iskandariyah, Iraq, when his

HMMVW struck another military vehicle. McNail was assigned to the Army National Guard's 150th
Combat Engineer Battalion, 155" Brigade Combat Team, Quitman, Miss.
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Staff Sgt. Ray Rangel, 29, of San Antonio, Texas, died Feb. 13 while performing a canal rescue
mission in Balad, Iraq. Rangel was assigned to the 7th Civil Engineering Squadron, Dyess Air
Force Base, Texas.

Lance Cpl. Richard A. Perez Jr., 19, of Las Vegas, Nev., died Feb. 10 as a result of non-hostile
vehicle incident in Al Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve’s 6th Motor
Transport Battalion, 4th Force Service Support Group, Las Vegas, Nev. The incident is under
investigation.

Sgt. Chad W. Lake, 26, of Ocala, Fla. Lake died Feb. 13 in Balad, Iraq, when the vehicle he was
riding in overturned. He was assigned to the Army's 5th Squadron, 7th Cavalry, 3d Infantry Division,
Fort Stewart, Ga.

Sgt. Rene Knox, Jr., 22, of New Orleans, La. Knox died Feb. 13 in Balad, Iraq, when the vehicle he
was riding in overturned. He was assigned to the Army's 5th Squadron, 7th Cavalry, 3d Infantry
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Spc. Dakotah L. Gooding, 21, of Des Moines, lowa. Goodling died Feb. 13 in Balad, Iraq, when the

vehicle he was riding in overturned. He was assigned to the Army's 5th Squadron, 7th Cavalry, 3d
Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1497 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors
(None Scheduled)

Announcements and Acknowledgements

VVIC Member Dave Stewart suffered a stroke about two weeks ago. He is finally taking six
weeks or so off work.

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

BCR Collection, Telephone Collection & Auction
(Chief of Staff)

Minutes of the previous meeting
(Chief of Staff)

VVIC General Meeting #466, held on 3 Feb. 2005.

VVIC President W. Carmack chaired the meeting.

12 Persons attended including guest Brenda Montgomery.

Moment of Silence- Names of 70 deceased U.S. Service persons read out plus one U.S.
civilian contract worker killed in the past two weeks.

Handouts and attachments:
1: Agenda for the 4¢6éth General meeting.
Canada Trust "Statement of Account".
0ld Soldiers don't fade away, by Fred Reed.
Balancing Act, by Greg Jaffe of the Wall Street journal.
Senators seek increase in Death Benefits for Soldiers, by Charles Babington
of the Washington Post.

G w N

VVIC President's Remarks: Concerns are raised over a particular former pension
claim by one of our Vancouver area veterans. This claim has now turned into a PTSD
claim. VVIC President Carmack is, by his own choice washing his hands of the
matter. Concerns by the group are voiced over how false PTSD claims affect all
veterans. A discussion on this topic follows.

lst VP Ken Payne's remarks: Dr. Bokan will be at the Bellingham Vet center on the
19th of Feb., and H. Grossman there on Friday the 11lth.

2nd VP Keith Lang's remarks: After a long battle Keith is now receiving his CPP
payments.
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2004 Annual Financial Report- Report accepted and passed. Motion carried by Member
Bob Peragallo and seconded by member Richard Shand. A discussion on finances
follows. Split transaction approved for the reason it is simple to read

Administrative items:
1l: Operation Lazarus— member Don Sinclair to receive a list of Vancouver area
Vets in an effort to get them back into the group.
2: VVIC Archives- VVIC President Carmack now has all documents and photos in
the "ADOBE PDF" format.

Firebase Canada 2006- Nothing heard from the "Our Way Home" representatives.
Speculation in the ranks is that these people are not what they present themselves
to be. The VVIC President will call Isaac Romano in Nelson to address these
concerns. Until that time nothing can be accomplished between the VVIC, the Our Way
Home Reunion people and the City of Nelson.

No new business from the floor.

Other discussions during our meeting were on the subjects of:
1. Military medals

2. Treatment of prisoners of war.

Meeting Adjourned 2050.

Steve O'Grady
Chief of Staff.

Administrative Activities
1. Operation Lazarus

2. Internet domain VVIC.ORG renewed for five years with Network Solutions.
The choice was $39.95 U.S. for one year or 19.95 per year if renewed for five years. The
domain is now locked in until April 2010.

3. VA Insurance News. You can now apply online for SDV Insurance by going to
www.insurance.va.gov. You can request a PIN and then access your existing policies and
view beneficiaries, etc. After you request the PIN, they mail a temporary one to you. It takes
about a week to get it. The first time you log on you can the PIN to one of your liking.

4, Co-Signing of checks.
5. VVIC-L Renewal & Policy
6. Vet-Rant-L Renewal

a. Listserv advantages

b. Yahoo

7. Status of L. Beber.
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Firebase Canada 2006

Liaison between VVIC and Our Way Home Reunion. (waiting)
VVIC liaison with the City of Nelson. (waiting on above item)

Checked the www.discovernelson.com website. There last post in their guestbook
concerning the Our Way Home Reunion was on 10 December 2004.

Handsworth Secondary School History Project.

An email was received on 2005.02.19:

Hello,

My name 1s Lauren Priest and I attend Handsworth Secondary School. I'm in my senior
yvear and I'm currently taking History, part of our curriculum is a yearlong project
that we, in small groups, work on. Along with two of my classmates, we were given
Vietnam do our presentation on. I was wondering if there was anyway I would be able
to get in contact with any Vietnam Veterans in Vancouver, any help you would be
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Lauren V. Priest

Several members have responded and an invitation was issued to Lauren Priest to attend one
of our meetings. The invitation was released on VVIC-L on 15 February.

Lauren,
Our group meets every second Thursday in Vancouver.

We would like to extend an invitation to those of you inveolved in your project to
attend one of our meetings.

You can interview us as a group or individually.

We have never extended such an open invitation to students before in our 19 year
history. We will put our business on hold and answer whatever questions you may
have.

We appreciate your interest in learning about the Vietnam War.

The first available date would be 03 March however 17 March would be a better date
for me because I will have had more time to invite various Veterans.

Let me know what you think.
Sincerely,

Woody Carmack, President
Vietnam Veterans In Canada
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New Business from the Floor:

The next General Meeting is 03 March 2005 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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Former USMC SSGT speaks of U.S. War Crimes at Langara College in Vancouver
VVIC Members attend.

Vancouver (VetPress) 13 February

Former U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sergeant J. Massey of North Carolina spoke at Langara College in
Vancouver, British Columbia on Saturday, 12 February. The topic of his presentation was “U.S. War
Crimes committed in Iraq.”

VVIC Sergeant At Arms G. Flowers and Board Member D. Sinclair's attended the presentation on
behalf of the Vietnam Veterans In Canada.

Sgt. Sinclair reports the talk was held in a class room with about 35 people in attendance, 6 of whom
were video taping the event. There was a mix of young white male students and three or four people
each of Oriental & Middle-Eastern backgrounds. The presence of a token coven of “raging grannies”
and a standard sprinkling of Marxist-Leninists / Communist Party of Canada types was noted. This
gathering included those who really believe that it's the US who is the “Evil Empire.”

S/SGT Massey spoke of one particular incident that happened to him and his squad that took place at
the Rashid Military Complex on the Tigris River, where they came upon a demonstration of about 30-40
local folks demonstrating. Massey stated that at the time, they did not see any weapons while the unit
was stopped and waiting for further instructions. He further stated that a shot was fired from left to right
towards the crowd (his inference was that the shot came from his side into the demonstrators?). At this
point he and his men fired into the crowd of civilians killing many.

Massey then spoke of another incident. He spoke of a road block plan whose purpose was to stop and
check all Iragi vehicles that went wrong and resulted in more killing of civilians.

At this point your Sgt-at Arms who has been quietly listening to this mutt could no longer let things
proceed and gives our Staff/Sergeant a lesson in Tactics & Leadership, letting him know that these
incidents were NOT the fault of the United States Marine Corps. Flowers pointed out to Massey that
these incidents, if true, were rather the result of his (S/SGT Massey’s) VERY POOR LEADERSHIP.

Sgt. Sinclair reports that the room was full of folks that only wanted to hear how the US is fucking up in
Irag, how it is all about the oil, and how the U.S. is after “world domination” And why can’'t we leave
those nice peace loving Muslims alone?

In a question & answer session our fearless Sergeant At Arms goes after Massey’s rhetoric as making
the U.S. Military look like they are deliberately targeting civilians when in fact, it was Massey’s poor
leadership and lack of control over his men which would be to blame for the situations he described — if
in fact they are true.

Sergeant Sinclair told former S/Sgt Massey that as a Canadian he did not want his type using Canada
as a place to escape to in order to avoid facing up to what he should be doing back home in North
Carolina.

Both VVIC troops returned to base. No casualties. No collateral damage.
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Purple Heart Winner Flees to Canada

LEXINGTON, Ky. (Feb. 1) - Rather than face another tour of duty in Iraq, a Lexington soldier who won
a purple heart after he was wounded by a roadside bomb has deserted to Canada.

Darrell Anderson, 22, wounded in Iraq last April, was deeply disillusioned about the war, according to
his mother, Anita Anderson. The possibility of another tour in Iraq this summer was something he
couldn't face, she told the Lexington Herald-Leader.

When Anderson's holiday leave in Lexington ended three weeks ago, he didn't return to his Army unit,
the 1st Armored Division in Germany. Instead, he fled to Canada, where he is hoping the Canadian
government will provide refuge for him and a small number of U.S. military deserters who want to avoid
the war.

"l started to think ... what's it really for? | was willing to die for my country. | thought | was going over
there to defend my country. But that's not what | was doing," Anderson said by telephone from Toronto
Monday.

The Army could not confirm if Anderson has been classified as a deserter. A spokeswoman said a
soldier must be absent without leave for 30 consecutive days to be considered a deserter. A
spokesman for the 1st Armored Division in Germany did not return a call seeking comment.

When Anderson came home from Iraq last July, Anita Anderson said her son seemed fine, but was
deeply changed when he returned home on leave again at Christmas.

"He paced the floor constantly, never once slept through the night," Anita Anderson said of her son. "He
would get up in the middle of the night and go out walking. He was having nightmares; he was
depressed; he couldn't even watch a movie."

Anderson might be allowed to stay in Canada, but never be able to return home again to see his
parents or his 4-year-old daughter without risking arrest. His daughter now lives with her mother.

Anderson joined the U.S. Army in January 2003 to get money for college and to serve his country. He
went to Iraq a year later with the Army's 1st Armored Division. Over the next seven months, mostly in
Baghdad, he was in the thick of the fight against insurgents.

An incident last April changed his views concerning the fighting.

Anderson was with a group of soldiers helping to defend an Iraqi police station that was under fire.
Suddenly, a car swerved into the area, refusing to stop. Soldiers are expected to open fire when that
happens where any stranger is a potential enemy and any vehicle might contain a bomb. But Anderson
never pulled the trigger of his M-16.

"This car kept coming, and the other guys were yelling, "Why don't you shoot, why don't you shoot?' But
| felt the car posed no threat. Then, the window of the car rolled down, and it was just an Iragi family,"
Anderson said. "l said, 'Look it's just innocent people.' But they kept telling me, 'The next time, you
open fire. We don't care.™
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A few days later, Anderson was wounded by a roadside bomb. He received the Purple Heart. But he
says the incident at the police station, not his wounds, convinced him that the war was wrong. He said
he felt he was being forced to possibly gun down innocent Iraqis.

"There are no weapons of mass destruction. Innocent people are being killed every day. It's a war
about money -- to keep money in rich people's pockets. There is no way | can believe in that. | still
believe in my country, but | can no longer be a part of the Army or that war," Anderson said.

A spokeswoman said the military counts desertions by fiscal year. There have been 2,594 desertions
since October of 2003, said Lt. Col. Pamela Hart. The military reported 3,680 desertions in fiscal year
2003, from October 2002 - before the Irag war began - to the end of September 2003.

Anderson is one of about a dozen or so who have fled to Canada and sought the assistance of Toronto
attorney Jeffry House, who is representing them. House, a Vietnam draft dodger, is hoping to persuade
Canadian officials to let them stay.

02/01/05 15:31 EST
Associated Press
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A Nation Rocked to Sleep

Intervention Magazine
Jan 30, 2005

By Stewart Nusbaumer

(Stewart Nusbaumer is editor of Intervention Magazine. He served with the U.S. Marine Corps in Vietham on the DMZ.
You can email Stewart at Stewart@interventionmag.com)

For three decades, since the end of the Vietnam War, veterans of that bloody fiasco have said, I've
been there, done that, implying Americans should listen to what they have to say about war.

We fought a war so we understand the horror of war. We know war should be the last option, which
seems to have slipped the minds of most Americans. We fought a losing war so we know the military
needs a clear, specific military goal, not a vague wishful goal. We know that lifeless bodies shipped
home to the heartland will eventually speak louder than all those determined words roaring out of
Washington. But this can take years and many thousands of dead bodies.

All knowledge is not equal, nor can all knowledge be easily learned. That which is learned from painful
reflection after horrible experience is often the most important knowledge. No pain, no gain applies not
only to biceps.

For those who experienced that ugly war, Vietham was a hard experience for learning what is possible
and what is not possible -- a massive sobering antidote, actually, to hubristic foreign adventures. Yet,
for those who fervently supported the Vietnam War yet refused to fight in that war -- those now running
our country -- what they learned on the safe sidelines far from the fighting was something quite
different. They learned fantasy can survive bloody reality and lies are more politically effective than
truth. They learned America can win any war, anywhere, anytime, as long as they are in charge. They
learned nonsense. But they run this country, not us.

The reality is, although America is a so-called superpower it does not have super military power. Like
all nations, our nation is restricted and limited by resources and power. Like all nations, we need to be
thoughtful and cautious. Like all nations, we need leaders who are informed and wise, and citizens who
are skeptical and questioning. But our leaders are dense, hubristic and blind, and too many Americans
have followed these dense, hubristic and blind leaders, followed them into another foreign policy
nightmare.

The guerrilla forces of the world cannot afford to be dense, hubristic and blind. To survive, they are
forced to be cunning and elusive, sharp tigers exploiting the advantages of fighting on their own turf.

Nearly all insurgency groups today understand the workings of asymmetrical warfare: avoid your more
powerful military adversary where it is strong; strike the sluggish leviathan where it is weak. Time is the
opponent of this expensive technically laden stronger power but an asset of the no-frills weaker
guerrilla force. So guerrillas slowly bleed the powerful, costly fighting machines.

And the U.S. military is being slowly bled. In May 2003 when President Bush arrogantly proclaimed an
end to major combat operations, there was an average of 17 U.S. combat deaths a month. Today there
is an average of 82 combat deaths per month. (Actually, nothing slow about this: in only 9 months
fatalities have increased four-fold.) During this same period, the number of wounded Americans has
spiraled from 142 a month to 808 a month -- nearly a six-fold increase!
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