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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-06)

AGENDA 469

17 March 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 03 March 2005

(Reading of the Names)

Spc. Robert S. Pugh, 25, of Meridian, Miss., died Mar. 2 in Iskandariyah, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. Pugh was assigned to the
Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 1550 Infantry, McComb, Miss.

Spc. Azhar Ali, 27 of Flushing, N.Y. Ali died on Mar. 2 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to the Army National
Guard's 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, Manhattan, New York, N. Y.

Spc. Wai P. Lwin, 27, of Queens, N.Y. Lwin died on Mar. 2 in Baghdad, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, Manhattan, New York, N. Y.

Sgt. 1st Class Michael D. Jones, 43, of Unity, Maine, died March 3 in Syracuse, N.Y., of a
non-combat related illness. He had just returned from duty in Iraq. Jones was assigned to the
Army National Guard's 133rd Engineer Battalion, Belfast, Maine.

Staff Sgt. Juan M. Solorio, 32, of Dallas, Texas, died March 4 in Mosul, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle as his unit was being attacked
by enemy forces using small arms fire. Solorio was assigned to the Army's 3rd Battalion, 21st
Infantry Regiment, 18t Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.
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Spc. Adriana N. Salem, 21, of Elk Grove Village, lll., died Mar. 4 in Remagen, Iraq when her
military vehicle rolled over. Salem was assigned to the 3" Forward Support Battalion, Division
Support Command, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga. The incident is under investigation.

Capt. Sean Grimes, 31, of Southfield, Mich. Grimes died on Mar. 4 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his patrol. He was assigned to the 1st Infantry
Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. 1st Class Donald W. Eacho, 38, of Black Creek, Wis. Eacho died on Mar. 4 in Ar
Ramadi, Irag when an improvised explosive device detonated near his patrol. He was
assigned to the 1st Infantry Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Fort
Carson, Colo.

Cpl. Stephen M. McGowan, 26, of Newark, Del. McGowen died on Mar. 4 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his patrol. He was assigned to the 1st
Infantry Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Wade Michael Twyman, 27, of Vista, Calif. Twyman died on Mar. 4 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his patrol. He was assigned to the 1st
Infantry Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. Andrew L. Bossert, 24, of Fountain City, Wis. Bossert died March 7, in Ramadi, Iraq,
when a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated near his screening area. He was
assigned to the Army’s 44th Engineer Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry
Division, Camp Howze, Korea.

Pfc. Michael W. Franklin, 22, of Coudersport, Pa. Franklin died March 7, in Ramadi, Iraq,
when a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated near his screening area. He was
assigned to the Army’s 44th Engineer Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry
Division, Camp Howze, Korea.

Sgt. Seth K. Garceau, 27, of Oelwein, lowa, died March 4 at Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center in Landstuhl, Germany, of injuries sustained in Ar Ramadi, Irag, on Feb. 27 when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. Garceau was assigned to the
Army National Guard’'s 224th Engineer Battalion, 155th Brigade Combat Team, Fairfield, lowa.

Spc. Matthew A. Koch, 23, of West Henrietta, N.Y. died Mar. 9 in Taji, Iraq, from injuries
sustained when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. Koch was
assigned to the 70th Engineer Battalion, Fort Riley, Kan.

Petty Officer First Class Alec Mazur, 35, of Vernon, N.Y., died Mar. 9, in a non-combat
related incident. Mazur was assigned to Underwater Construction Team One (UCT-1), under
operational control of Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. The incident is
under investigation.
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Spc. Nicholas E. Wilson, 21, of Glendale, Ariz., died Mar. 11, in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, while
conducting a roving patrol when his military vehicle rolled into a water-filled ditch after the
shoulder of the road he was on collapsed. Wilson was assigned to 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Casey, Korea.

Staff Sgt. Donald D. Griffith, Jr., 29, of Mechanicsville, lowa, died Mar.11 as a result of

hostile action in, Tal Afar, Iraq. Griffith was assigned to 2nd Squadron, 14th Cavalry
Regiment, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Lance Cpl. Joshua L. Torrence, 20, of Lexington, S.C., died March 14 of wounds received

as a result of hostile action in Al Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to 2nd Assault
Amphibian Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1551 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

Announcements and Acknowledgements

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous meeting

VVIC General Meeting #4868 held on 3 March 2005. The President chaired the meeting.

23 Persons attended this meeting. Guests included Susan, Freda and Jesse Carmack, Heather Payne, Shannon
Bird, Brenda Montgomery and Handsworth students, Dwaine Jones, Becky Allan and Lauren Priest.

Moment of silence - Names of 36 deceased U.S. Service Persons read out.

Handouts and attachments:

1: Agenda #468.

2: Behind the walls of ward 54 - conditions in Walter Reed Army Medical Center- by Mark Benjamin

3: Insult to Injury - article about patients in Walter Reed Army Medical Center having to pay cash for their
meals. Also written by Mark Benjamin who is a National correspondent for Salon, based in Washington D.C.

There was a change of routine for this VVIC General meeting with no VVIC general business being conducted.

The entire meeting was given to the Handsworth Secondary School students to ask our Vietham Veteran
members questions of our experiences in the Vietham war. Information given to the students is to be used for a
history project at Handsworth Secondary School. The session started with introductions by the students and the
veterans. A short introductory speech by VVIC President Carmack then the questions from the students started.
The questions from the students were as follows.

1:  Why did we choose to serve in the American Military in Vietham?
What were we expecting when we got to Vietham?
What was military boot camp like?
What was the most important thing we learnt from our service in the Vietnam War?
What did we learn to understand from the war?
What kind of support did we get when we got home?
At home was there any soldier appreciation?
In Vietham what did we eat?

The entire session centered around these questions and all questions were directed to and answered by the
veterans. The session ended with a request from the VVIC Veterans to see the students presentation when it is
delivered at Handsworth Secondary. The VVIC Veterans are invited to the presentation.
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Session ended at approximately 2145.

Steve O'Grady
Chief of Staff.

Handsworth Secondary School History Project Report

Administrative Items (S-1)

1.

WVIC QuarterMaster (Mac Maclnnes)

A. WVIC Pins (Pre-order of 4 from J. Johnson)

B. VVIC Crest sent to the “mug place” in Surrey, B.C.

VVIC Patches, etc

Sharon Wildwind, Author (Army Nurse Corps 68-72, 71 Evac & 67™ Evac)
Get two VVIC Checks signed.

VVIC Bank statement to Chief of Staff

Jeff Schutts — Liaison with Our Way Home Reunion.
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The next General Meeting is 31 March 2005 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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Remembering All Those Arguments Made 1,500 Deaths Ago

By Joseph L. Galloway
Knight Ridder Newspapers

Wednesday 09 March 2005

Washington - Something about anniversaries prods us to pause and reflect on what's
transpired in the intervening time. March 20 is the second anniversary of the invasion of Iraq,
and it's a good time to consider what's happened since then.

Do you recall our civilian leadership's rationale for a pre-emptive war against Saddam
Hussein? President George Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney and, yes, former Secretary
of State Colin Powell told the world that the United States had no choice but to invade Iraq.
They said Saddam was hiding chemical and biological weapons, and that his scientists would
be able to produce a nuclear weapon in a few years.

Do you remember those who predicted that the operation would be financed in large part by
sales of Iraqi oil? It would be cheap, easy and, oh yes, so swift that civilian leaders in the
Pentagon ordered the military to plan to begin withdrawing from Iraq no later than the summer
of 2003.

There was no need for much post-war planning because there wasn't going to be any post-
war. America would come, conquer and get out. If lraq was broken, its new government
headed by the neo-conservatives' favorite exile, Ahmad Chalabi, could fix it. There would be
no need for American nation-building, just some modest humanitarian aid.

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld's office had visions of a replay of the almost
effortless destruction of Afghanistan's hated Taliban regime using precision-guided munitions,
Special Operations forces with laser pointers and Afghan allies.

In Iraq, as in Afghanistan, less would be more, lighter would be better and faster would be
best of all. Any Third World regime could be taken down by a few special operators and some
airplanes. The Army's heavy divisions were relics of the Cold War.

When then-Army Chief of Staff Gen. Eric K. Shinseki reluctantly answered a senator's
persistent questioning by suggesting that occupying and pacifying Irag, an unruly nation the
size of California with 25 million citizens, might require a force of "hundreds of thousands," he
was mugged by Rumsfeld's minions.

Under Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz hastened to the Hill the next day and told the
legislators that Shinseki's estimate was "wildly off the mark," and that Iraq wouldn't be nearly
as tough as Afghanistan had been because Iraq didn't have the sort of nasty ethnic divisions
one found in Afghanistan.
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At that moment, in late February 2003, on the eve of the invasion, the U.S. invasion force of
278,000 American troops began to dwindle as someone tried to prove the job could be done
with fewer than Shinseki's 200,000 troops. Call that the Shinseki Threshold.

One division's tanks and Bradley fighting vehicles bobbed around at sea for weeks and
arrived too late for the attack. A second division of tanks and Bradley armored vehicles slated
for the follow-up to the invasion was canceled; a third division's deployment to Iraq was
postponed for several months. Military Police units needed to secure a hundreds of miles of
dangerous supply lines - and to establish law and order - disappeared from the war plan.

A strike force that amounted to an Army division and a Marine Expeditionary Force, with Air
Force and Navy fighters and bombers, took down Baghdad in three weeks.

But as the invasion forces regrouped, the world witnessed an orgy of looting and burning of
government ministry buildings, and even the power plants upon which a city of 11 million
people depended. There was no one to prevent it.

Birthing democracy, Rumsfeld allowed, can be "messy."

After nearly 18 months, the Pentagon admitted that a team of nearly 1,000 intelligence
officials and scientists had combed Iraq for evidence of chemical and biological weapons or
any sign of an active nuclear weapons program. They found nothing.

This war that was supposed to be a cakewalk has taken the lives of 1,510 American troops
and sent thousands more home, maimed by improvised explosive devices that tear off arms
and legs.

American taxpayers have paid more than $200 billion in two years for a war we were told
wouldn't cost much, if anything, and the cost in fiscal 2006 will be at least $70 billion more.

Now the administration tells us that we had to attack not because Saddam had weapons of
mass destruction and ties to al-Qaeda, but because he wasn't a democrat. Sadly, however, the
costs of trying to make Iraq a democracy probably would have been lower, and the chances of
succeeding better, if we hadn't gone to war with flimsy evidence and wishful thinking.

Joseph L. Galloway is the senior military correspondent for Knight Ridder Newspapers and co-author of the
national best-seller "We Were Soldiers Once ... and Young." Readers may write to him at:

Knight Ridder Washington Bureau

700 12th St. N.W., Suite 1000

Washington, D.C. 20005-3994.

Forwarded from VVAW National Coordinator Joe Miller to all on VVAWNET:

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=2270&ncid=2270&e=9&u=/krwashbureau/20050309/ts_krwas
hbureau/ bc galloway column_wa
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Discharged and dishonored: shortchanging America's vets

By CHRIS ADAMS and ALISON YOUNG Knight Ridder Newspapers

"How a veteran seeking benefits gets treated should not be an accident of geography."
(George Basher Director of the New York State Division of Veterans' Affairs)

DRY RIDGE, Ky. - Like thousands of his fellow veterans of America's wars, Alfred Brown died
waiting. In 1945, when he was a 19-year-old soldier fighting in ltaly, shrapnel from an enemy
shell ripped into his abdomen. His wounds were so severe that he was twice administered last
rites. When Brown came home, the government that had promised to care for its wounded
veterans instead shorted him.

Not until 1981, however, did Brown realize that his monthly disability check didn't cover all the
injuries he'd suffered. He launched what would become a 21-year battle.

"As a member of the so-called 'Greatest Generation,' | am well aware of the large numbers of
us passing away," he wrote the nation's chief veterans judge in 2001. "I am prepared to meet
our Creator. My fear is that your court will not make a decision in my case."

Brown was right. He died a year later, and his case died with him. As he closed the books on
the case, Judge Kenneth Kramer acknowledged that Brown might have been right all along.
Had Brown not died, the judge wrote, "l believe that the Court would likely have so held."

Tens of thousands of other veterans have returned from war only to find that they have to fight
their own government to win the disability payments they're owed. A Knight Ridder
investigation has found that injured soldiers who petition the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs for those payments are often doomed by lengthy delays, hurt by inconsistent rulings
and failed by the veteran’s representatives who try to help them.

The investigation was based on interviews with veterans and their families from around the
country and on a review of internal VA documents and computerized databases that had never
been released to the public. Many of the records were made available only after Knight Ridder
sued the agency in federal court

The VA is a mammoth agency that serves 25 million veterans with a far-flung health care
system and a separate disability and pension operation. The agency spends over $60 billion a
year, more than $20 billion of it on disability compensation.

But the Knight Ridder investigation found that the VA serves neither taxpayers nor veterans
well. Some veterans never get what they're due; while antiquated regulations mean that
others are paid for disabilities that have little effect on their ability to hold jobs or aren't related
to their military service.

For America's veterans, plus the thousands of soldiers now returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan, the investigation identified three points where cases often go wrong: the selection
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of a special representative called a veterans service officer, the review by a regional VA office
and the filing of an appeal.

Among Knight Ridder's findings:

. Many of the VA-accredited experts who help veterans with cases receive minimal training
and are rarely tested to ensure competence. These veterans service officers work for
nonprofit organizations such as the American Legion, as well as states and counties, but their
quality is uneven, and that often means the difference between a successful claim and a
botched one.

. The VA's network of 57 regional offices produces wildly inconsistent results, which means
that a veteran in St. Paul, Minn., for example, is likely to receive different treatment and more
generous disability checks than one from Detroit.

. Veterans face lengthy delays if they appeal the VA's decisions. The average wait is nearly
three years, and many veterans wait 10 years for a final ruling. In the past decade, several
thousand veterans died before their cases were resolved, according to an analysis of VA data.

"How a veteran seeking benefits gets treated should not be an accident of geography," said
George Basher, the director of the New York State Division of Veterans' Affairs, one of 50 state
agencies that help veterans. "Unfortunately, the current system makes that a virtual certainty."

In interviews late last year, then-VA Secretary Anthony Principi and other VA officials admitted
to many of the agency's shortcomings, but they said things have gotten better since the Bush
administration took over. "This agency was underwater in 2001," Principi said. "My people
have made tremendous progress.”

The current secretary, R. James Nicholson, who was sworn in recently, had no comment.
There have been some improvements in the past three years. But when it comes to delays,
cases that need to be redone and backlogs, things are the same or worse than they were in
the 1990s, Knight Ridder found, when the agency vowed to clean up its act.

For the family of Kentucky veteran Alfred Brown, that decade brought nothing but frustration.
Brown could have collected nearly 45 years of back pay that, based on VA payment rates,
would have been worth about $30,000.

"It wasn't so much the money," said his son Clayton Brown, on a day when he visited his
father's grave north of Lexington. "He felt he was robbed. He almost gave his life up, and this
is what he was getting in return?"

VA workers are reminded daily of the pledge by Abraham Lincoln" . . . to care for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan .."

But the task isn't as simple as it used to be.
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