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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-10)

AGENDA 4¢3

12 May 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 28 April 2005

(Reading of the Names)

Spc. David L. Rice, 22, of Sioux City, lowa, died April 26 in Balad, Iraq, of injuries sustained
in Mugdadiyah, Irag, when his HMMWYV rolled over. Rice was assigned 1st Battalion, 5th Field
Artillery Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kan.

Sgt.1st Class Allen C. Johnson, 31, of Los Molinos, Calif., died April 26 in Khanaqin,
Afghanistan, of injuries sustained when enemy forces using small arms fire attacked his
patrol. Johnson was assigned to 1st Battalion, 7" Special Forces Group, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Pvt. Robert C. White lll, 21, of Camden, N.J., died April 23 at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan,
of non-combat related injuries. White was assigned to the 864th Engineer Battalion, 555th
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade (Provisional), Fort Lewis, Wash.

1st Lt. William A. Edens, 29, of Columbia, Mo. Edens died April 28 in Tal Afar, Irag, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his Stryker military vehicle. He was assigned
to the 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Stryker Brigade
Combat Team), Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. Eric W. Morris, 31, of Sparks, Nev. Morris died April 28 in Tal Afar, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his Stryker military vehicle. He was assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Stryker Brigade
Combat Team), Fort Lewis, Wash.
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Spc. Ricky W. Rockholt Jr., 28, of Winston, Ore. Rockholt died April 28 in Tal Afar, Iraq,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his Stryker military vehicle. He was
assigned to the 2nd Squadron, 3rd Armor Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Pfc. Robert W. Murray Jr., 21, of Westfield, Ind. Murray died April 28 in Tal Afar, Iraq, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his Stryker military vehicle. He was assigned
to the 2nd Squadron, 3rd Armor Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. Timothy C. Kiser, 37, of Tehama, Calif., died April 28 in Riyhad, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his patrol. Kiser was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 340th Forward Support Battalion, 40" Infantry Division, Red Bluff, Calif.

Pfc. Darren A. Deblanc, 20, of Evansville, Ind. Deblanc died April 29 in Baghdad, Iraq,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his dismounted patrol. He was assigned
to 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division
(Light Infantry), Fort Drum, N.Y.

Pvt. Charles S. Cooper, Jr., 19, of Jamestown, N.Y. Cooper died April 29 in Baghdad, Iraq,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his dismounted patrol. He was assigned
to 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division
(Light Infantry), Fort Drum, N.Y.

Cpl. Joseph S. Tremblay, 23, of New Windsor, N.Y., died April 27 from injuries received
from a mine explosion while conducting combat operations in vicinity of Hit, Iraq. He was
assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, Moundsville, W.Va. As part of Operation Iragi Freedom his unit was attached to 2nd
Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Staff Sgt. Juan De Dios Garcia-Arana, 27, of Los Angeles, Calif., died April 30 in
Khaladiyah, Irag, when his Bradley Fighting Vehicle was attacked by enemy forces using small
arms fire. Garcia-Arana was assigned to the 5" Battalion, 5th Air Defense Artillery Regiment,
2nd Infantry Division, Camp Hovey, Korea.

2nd Lt. Clifford V. Gadsden, 25, of South Carolina, died April 29 in Balad, Irag, when a
vehicle-born improvised explosive device detonated near his convoy vehicle. Gadsden was
assigned to the Army’s 603rd Transportation Company, 142nd Corps Support Battalion,
Warrior Brigade, Fort Polk, La.

Staff Sgt. Tommy S. Little, 47, of Aliceville, Ala., died May 2 at Brooke Army Medical Center
in San Antonio, Texas, of injuries sustained on April 19 near Iskandariyah, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. Little was assigned to the Army
National Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 114th Field Artillery Regiment, Columbus, Miss.
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Capt. Stephen W. Frank, 29, of Michigan. Frank died April 29 in Diyarah, Irag, when a
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated as he was conducting a traffic control
point inspection. He was assigned to 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Irwin, Calif.

Capt. Ralph J. Harting lll, 28, of Delaware. Harting died April 29 in Diyarah, Iraq, when a
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated as he was conducting a traffic control
point inspection. He was assigned to 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Irwin, Calif.

Spc. Derrick J. Lutters, 24, of Burlington, Colo., died May 1 along a supply route in Iraq
when a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated while his unit was inspecting a
bridge for enemy tampering. Lutters was assigned to the Army National Guard’'s 891st
Engineer Brigade, Pittsburg, Kan.

Maj. John C. Spahr, 42, of Cherry Hill, N.J., died May 2 from injuries received when the F/A-
18 Hornet aircraft he was piloting apparently crashed in Iraq. He was assigned to Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron 323, Marine Aircraft Group 11, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine
Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif. His unit was embarked aboard the U.S.S. Carl Vinson.

Sgt. Kenya A. Parker, 26, of Fairfield, Ala., died April 30 in Baghdad, Iraq, of a non-combat
related medical condition. Parker was assigned to the Special Troops Battalion, 3rd Infantry
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Capt. Kelly C. Hinz, 30, of Woodbury, Minn., died May 2 from injuries received when the
F/A-18 Hornet aircraft he was piloting crashed in Iraq while flying in support of Operation Iragi
Freedom. He was assigned to Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323, Marine Aircraft Group 11,
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif. His unit was embarked
aboard the U.S.S. Carl Vinson.

Sgt. John E. McGee, 36, of Columbus, Ga., died May 2 near Diwaniyah, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his convoy vehicle. McGee was assigned to the
Army National Guard's 2101st Transportation Company, Camden, Ala.

Sgt. Stephen P. Saxton, 24, of Temecula, Calif., died May 3 in Baghdad, Iraq, when his unit
was conducting a route security mission and an improvised explosive device detonated near
his HMMWYV. Saxton was assigned to the Army's 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Carson, Colo.

Staff Sgt. William J. Brooks, 30, of Birmingham, Ala., died May 3 in Baghdad, Iraq, when
his unit was conducting a route security mission and an improvised explosive device detonated
near his HMMWV. Brooks was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 3rd
Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.
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Sgt. Aaron N. Cepeda Sr., 22, San Antonio, Texas. Cepeda died May 7 from an explosion
as a result of enemy action while conducting combat operations in Al Anbar Province, Irag. He
was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, San Antonio, Texas. As part of Operation Iraqgi Freedom his unit was attached to 2nd
Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Lance Cpl. Lance T. Graham, 26, San Antonio, Texas. Graham died May 7 from an
explosion as a result of enemy action while conducting combat operations in Al Anbar
Province, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine
Regiment, 4th Marine Division, San Antonio, Texas. As part of Operation Iragi Freedom his
unit was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Lance Cpl. Michael V. Postal, 21, Glen Oaks, N.Y. Postal died May 7 from an explosion
as a result of enemy action while conducting combat operations in Al Anbar Province, Irag. He
was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, |l Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Lawrence R. Philippon, 22, of Hartford, Conn., died May 8 from enemy small-
arms fire while conducting combat operations in the vicinity of Al Qa'im, Iraq. He was assigned
to 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Cpl. Dustin A. Derga, 24, of Columbus, Ohio, died May 8 as the result of enemy small arms
fire while conducting combat operations in Ubaydi, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve's 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, based Columbus, Ohio.
As part of Operation Iragi Freedom his unit was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Sgt. Michael A. Marzano, 28, of Greenville, Pa., died May 7 as the result of an explosion
caused by suicide vehicle borne improvised explosive device while conducting combat
operations in Hadithah, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3rd Battalion, 25th
Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, based in Phoenix, Ariz. As part of Operation Iraqi
Freedom his unit was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force
(Forward).

Cpl. Richard P. Schoener, 22, of Hayes, La., died May 8 in Alishang, Afghanistan, while
conducting combat operations. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, lll Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Sgt. Gary A. Eckert Jr., 24, of Toledo, Ohio, died May 8 in Balad, Irag, from injuries
sustained earlier that day in Samarra, Irag, when an improvised explosive device detonated
near his HMMWYV. Eckert was assigned to the Army Reserve's 983rd Engineer Battalion,
Monclova, Ohio.
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Petty Officer Third Class Jeffery L. Wiener, 32, of Louisville, Ky., died May 7, in a combat
related incident. Weiner was a Navy hospital corpsman assigned to Il Marine Expeditionary
Force (MEF)

Staff Sgt. Thor H. Ingraham, 24, of Murrysville, Pa. Ingraham died May 8 in Khalidiyah,
Iraq, when he was conducting combat operations and an improvised explosive device
detonated near their HMMWYV. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 506™ Infantry Regiment,
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Greaves, Korea.

Pfc. Nicolas E. Messmer, 20, of Franklin, Ohio. Messmer died May 8 in Khalidiyah, Iraq,
when he was conducting combat operations and an improvised explosive device detonated
near their HMMWV. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 506" Infantry Regiment, 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Camp Greaves, Korea.

Pfc. Stephen P. Baldwyn, 19, of Saltillo, Miss. Baldwyn died May 9. He died as a result of
wounds received from an explosion while conducting combat operations against enemy forces
in Nasser Wa Salaam, Iraq. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd
Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Taylor B. Prazynski, 20, of Fairfield, Ohio. Prazynski died from an explosion
while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in Al Karmah, Irag. He was
assigned to 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2™ Marine Division, |l Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Staff Sgt. Anthony L. Goodwin, 33, of Mount Holly, N.J., died May 9 from enemy small-
arms fire while conducting combat operations in the vicinity of Al Qaim, Iraq. He was assigned
to 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune,
N.C.

Lance Cpl. Nicholas C. Kirven, 21, of Richmond, Va., was killed May 8 as a result of enemy
action in Alishang, Afghanistan, while conducting combat operations. He was assigned to 3rd

Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, lll Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe
Bay, Hawaii.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1666 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

None scheduled

Announcements and Acknowledgements

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous meeting
Chief of Staff.

VVIC General Meeting #472-held on 28 Apr. 2005.

VVIC President W. Carmack chaired the meeting.

8 VVIC Members present plus Family Members Susan Carmack and Heather Payne and
Assoclate Member Brenda Montgomery. Moment of Silence-Names of 25 Deceased U.S.
Service members read out.

Handouts and attachments:
1: Agenda #472.
2: News Letter from The Canadian Vietnam Veterans Assoc.
3: Vietnam War Missing in Action Servicemen Identified.

Notice From Member Larry MacKay that Bokan will be at the Bellingham Vet Center on
the 26th of May.

VVIC President Carmack's Remarks: Life has been very busy for the past two weeks
with both Veteran and personal issues. VVIC President will pursue getting dental
work done here in Canada which rightfully is covered by the U.S. V.A. The question
of why we have such high o0il prices is mentioned and a discussion on this issue
continues by all members.

Administrative Items:
1: 2005 V.A. Guide now available on line.

Firebase Canada 2006: A meeting is scheduled for Monday may 2nd at Jeff Schutts
house. At this time our VVIC group agrees that a strategy and structure of our
plans is needed for this meeting. VVIC Member Gerry Flowers has met with Arlo
Guthrie and Dr. Kline. It is suggested by Gerry that a letter be drawn up and sent
to as many veterans as possible to encourage them to attend the 2006 Nelson
Firebase. Suggestions as to what to put into this letter is needed and VVIC members
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are asked for input. Various entertainers will be asked to attend. No cost as of
yvet has been worked out for this event. The idea of the 2006 event is for all in
attendance to have a good time.

Freda Carmack is to be the youth co-ordinator for Firebase Canada 2006.

A phone call from Jeff Schutts to VVIC President Carmack is received wanting to
know if VVIC members are going to attend the "Friendship Village" presentation on
the 30th of Apr., at the Castro Theater on Commercial Dr. K. Lang, VVIC 2™ VP will
attend.

Further discussions on the subject of "Firebase Canada 2006" will be on the agenda
for our May 12th VVIC General Meeting.

Meeting Adjourned 2114.

Steve O'Grady,
Chief of Staff.

Administrative Items (S-1)
1. 2005 VA Guide to Veterans Benefits now available.

2. Letter from Sheldon Pomeroy of Hanna, Alberta with contribution. Reading of the letter
and the Chair requests a case officer.

3. Lt. J. Johnson reports: “ The Canadian government has declared 2005, The Year OF The
Veteran. As such they have devised a lapel pin which is fairly exclusive to the serving military
and veterans. They have a toll free number 1-800-443-0394. | called and identified myself as
a veteran of the U.S. Military and was told they would send me a pin and | would receive it by
the end of June.”

4. Those people receiving Compensation or Pension from the VA can now have it direct
deposited in Canada. This became available a few weeks ago. Source: FCO, VAC
Ottawa.

o. Vet-Rant List (Fees and support)
6. ‘Forsake the troops” website. Report on a scumbag extraordinaire.

7. Federal Register 2005.05.10 — 38 CFR Part 5, Duties of VA; Rights and Responsibilities
of Claimants and Beneficiaries; Proposed Rule

8. Financial Report, 1%t Quarter 2005

Firebase Canada 2006 (Nelson)

1. The 3" meeting scheduled with the Our Way Home Reunion Folks for 02 May in
Vancouver was cancelled by Isaac Romano. It will be re-scheduled later. Detials to follow.
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2. General Report

3. Remarks from Inspector General Bob Peragallo to VVIC President delivered by email
on 2005.05.10 which | feel should be shared with the group, etc.

“Woody, | have only two thoughts that might possibly bring in other veteran organizations, they
are: First, that we promote Nelson 06 as an outreach to all veterans to help find support and
veterans aid (as you already have done) in the Western portions of Canada. Second, that we
advertise it as a support our troops rally in the midst of the anti-war delegation. The other
alternative is that we simply come out and say we are opposed to the war in Irag and join
forces with the war resisters. | think that would totally divide our group and confuse veterans
who might want to attend. (as it already has to a certain degree).

As long as troops are on the ground and engaged in this current war | find it impossible to be in
any public anti-war association because of my post-Vietham experiences. The anti-Vietham
war movement scared me for a long time and | would not participate in anything that would
suggest or project disloyalty to our troops in this current war. | can hold my views and express
them privately, but not in any organized public forum. As a Vietnam veteran | served proudly
(as you did). For me the politics of war are separate from my battlefield experiences | feel |
belong to a brotherhood of warriors and our current troops on the ground are part of that
brotherhood. May God end this mess speedily and reveal all that is hidden and may His light
shine in the darkness of this war.

Thanks for listening to my rambles.
Bob
SGT/USMC/RVN 65-66"

Report of the Quartermaster
(Senior Chief Mac Mclnnes, USN Ret)

Chief Mclnnes will be present at the VVIC meeting to be held 26 May 2005. He is coming over
from Sooke, B.C. specifically for this meeting. The Chief will be bringing 25 of each item now
available through the VVIC Ship’s store. These items will be placed into the custody of a
VVIC Deputy Quartermaster for sale to members and the public in this area.

1. Review of the QM Finances as put forth by the QM.

2. Appointment of a Deputy Quartermaster

3. Presentation of the pricing of VVIC Ship’s Store items as decided by the QM.

Report from K. Lang, Vietnam Veteran Representative for “Friendship Village”
presentation held 30 April, Castro Theatre, Commercial Drive, Vancouver, B.C.
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Report from G. Flowers on escorting Lt. P. Knauth (Kilo from Hong Kong) to the PTSD
program at Pugent Sound VA Medical Center.

On Monday May the 8th, at 0623, | pulled out of Michael Novotny's driveway with Lt. Kilo
firmly, but comfortably duct taped into the front seat of my Mercedes Benz. Prior to the taping,
Kilo had spent the weekend under the auspices (and great hospitality) of Pam and Michael
Novotny.

| arrived there at approximately 1721, with a bottle of "Mad Housewife Merlot" and flowers for
Pam and of course...fuck all for the army personnel. | held a brief formation with the two Let’'s
at attention, then at ease while | scoped out their hygiene and personal appearance.

Both failed miserably. | sent them to clean up, and they showered together (apparently an
officer thing) and reported back to me at 1758. By then | had two yellow foot prints ready in the
kitchen for them to take up their positions. Kilo is approximately 5'1" tall and about 350
pounds, while Mike is a svelt 297 at 5'3". | told them that their weights are perfectly normal....if
they were nine feet tall. Introductions, my handshake and hug was followed by their butt
sniffing and walking around each other. Scotch was broken out, a fine meal was placed out for
us by Mrs. P. Novotny and after a brief instruction session on using the utensils, | let them sit
down for chow. Kilo slopped everything, but eventually finished. We looked at a lot of great
pictures from Mikes tours in Vietnam and Kilo was shown the same stuff but could not handle
the photos as we had as a precautionary measure, duct taped him into the chair.

We all went to the rack at 0200ish, and | slept in my room barred the door and armed myself. |
don't know where those two slept, but there was a lot of noise, moaning and groaning and the
yelling of "airborne". In the am, Michael woke us on time and went down to make coffee. |
showered and fell in about eight minutes later, Kilo was in a flowered housecoat, with some
sort of hair protector hat for sleeping and a pair of chartreuse slippers with puffy balls on the
top. When queried by the Marines, it was discovered this was standard issue. | secured them
and destroyed them.

Mike made coffee but forgot to put the coffee in, so hot water was the order of the day. Fucking
army.

We drove to Seattle, with a stop at Krispy Kreme and arrived on time for check in. Kilo had a
brave face, but when we checked in, he did get the jitters, as it is truly a big step for him. | sat
with him until he was called into a room full of rubber gloves and lubricants, reminded me of a
P.O.L base. After prying his hands and feet off the door jambs, the four hundred pound nurse
convinced him to bend over and spread his cheeks. | actually had to tell him to take his fingers
out of his mouth, as those, Lt. Kilo are not the cheeks they are alluding to. | took a photo and
left.

| remembered | destroyed his shower shoes, so went searching for a few supplies and bought
him new ones, some chocolate, microwave popcorn and his own rubber gloves. That was the

Page #9 Vietnam Veterans In Canada Page #9






