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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-12)

AGENDA 445

09 June 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 26 May 2005

Staff Sgt. Russell J. Verdugo, 34, of Phoenix, Ariz., died May 23, in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated as he was responding to a report of an improvised
explosive device. Verdugo was assigned to the 767™ Ordnance Company, Fort McNair,
Washington, D.C.

Sgt. David N. Wimberg, 24, of Louisville, Ky., died May 25 from wounds received as a result
of small-arms fire from enemy forces while conducting combat operations in Hadithah, Iraq.
Wimberg was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3™ Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th
Marine Division, Columbus, Ohio. During Operation Iragi Freedom, his unit was attached to
2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Sgt. First Class Randy D. Collins, 36, of Long Beach, Calif., died May 24 at the National
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., of injuries sustained in Mosul, Iraq, May 4 during a

mortar attack. Collins was assigned to the Army's 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Irwin,
Calif.

Spec. Bryan Edward Barron, 26, of Biloxi, Miss. Barron died on May 23 in Haswa, Iraq,

when his military vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to
the Army National Guard's C Company, 1st Battalion, 155th Infantry, Biloxi, Miss.
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Spec. Audrey Daron Lunsford, 29, of Sardis, Miss. Lunsford died on May 23 in Haswa,
Iraq, when his military vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device. He was assigned
to the Army National Guard's Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1% Battalion, 155th
Infantry, McComb, Miss.

Staff Sgt. Saburant Parker, 43, of Foxworth, Miss. Parker died on May 23 in Haswa, Iraq,
when his military vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to
the Army National Guard's C Company, 1st Battalion, 155th Infantry, Biloxi, Miss.

Sgt. Daniel Ryan Varnado, 23, of Saucier, Miss. Varnado died on May 23 in Haswa, Iraq,
when his military vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device. Hr was assigned to
the Army National Guard's C Company, 1st Battalion, 155th Infantry, Biloxi, Miss.

Maj. Ricardo A. Crocker, 39, of Mission Viejo, Calif., died May 26 from a rocket propelled
grenade explosion while conducting combat operations in Hadithah, Irag. Crocker was
assigned to the Marine Forces Reserve's 3rd Civil Affairs Group, Camp Pendleton, Calif.
During Operation Iraqi Freedom his unit was attached to Il Marine Expeditionary Force
(Forward).

Sgt. Alfred B. Siler, 33, of Duff, Tenn., died May 25 in Tuz, Irag, when his HMMWYV hit
another vehicle. Siler was assigned to the Army National Guard's Support Squadron, 278th
Regimental Combat Team, Knoxville, Tenn.

Sgt. Mark A. Maida, 22, of Madison, Wis., died May 27 in Baghdad, lraq, of injuries
sustained in Diyarah, Irag, May 26 when an improvised explosive device detonated near his
HMMWYV. Maida was assigned to the Army's 2nd Squadron, 11" Armored Cavalry Regiment,
Fort Irwin, Calif.

CW4 Matthew Scott Lourey, 40, of East Bethel, Minn. Lourey died on May 27 from injuries
sustained on May 26 in Buhriz, Irag, when his OH-58 (Kiowa Warrior) came under small arms
attack and crashed. He was assigned to the Army's 1% Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment,
82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

CW2 Joshua Michael Scott, 28, of Sun Prairie, Wis. Scott died on May 27 from injuries
sustained on May 26 in Buhriz, Irag, when his OH-58 (Kiowa Warrior) came under small arms
attack and crashed. He was assigned to the Army's 1% Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment,
82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Spc. Phillip N. Sayles, 26, of Jacksonville, Ark., died May 28 in Mosul, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his security position. Sayles was assigned to the
Army's 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, Fort Lewis,
Wash.

Lt. Col. Albert E. Smart, 41, of San Antonio, Texas, died May 28 in Doha, Qatar, of a non-

combat related illness. Smart was assigned to the U.S. Army Reserve's 321st Civil Affairs
Brigade, San Antonio, Texas.
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First Sgt. Michael S. Barnhill, 39, of Folsom, Calif., died May 28 after his vehicle struck an
improvised explosive device near Haglaniyah, Iraq. He was assigned to the Marine Forces
Reserve's 6th Engineer Support Battalion, 4" Force Service Support Group, Eugene, Ore.
During Operation Iragi Freedom his unit was attached to 2nd FSSG, Il Marine Expeditionary
Force (Forward).

Cpl. Jeffrey B. Starr, 22, of Snohomish, Wash., died May 30 from small-arms fire while
conducting combat operations against enemy forces near Ar Ramadi, Iraq. He was assigned
to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iragi Freedom his unit was attached to 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Staff Sgt. Victor M. Cortes lll, 29, of Erie, Pa., died May 29 in Baghdad, Irag of non-combat-
related injuries. Cortes was assigned to the 703rd Forward Support Battalion, 3rd Infantry
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Sgt. Charles A. Drier, 28, of Tuscola, Mich. Drier died May 24 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. He was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 76th Field Artillery, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Ga.

Spec. Dustin C. Fisher, 22, of Fort Smith, Ark. Fisher died May 24 in Baghdad, Iraq, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. He was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 76th Field Artillery, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Ga.

Pfc. Jeffrey R. Wallace, 20, of Hoopeston, lll. Wallace died May 24 in Baghdad, Irag, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. He was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 76th Field Artillery, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Ga.

Maj. William Downs, 40, of Winchester, Va., assigned to the 6th Special Operations
Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Fla. Downs died May 30 in the crash of an Iraqgi air force aircraft
during a training mission in eastern Diyala province. The cause of the crash is currently under
investigation.

Capt. Jeremy Fresques, 26, of Clarkdale, Ariz., assigned to the 23" Special Tactics
Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Fla. Fresques died May 30 in the crash of an Iraqi air force aircraft
during a training mission in eastern Diyala province. The cause of the crash is currently under
investigation.

Capt. Derek Argel, 28, of Lompoc, Calif., assigned to the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron,

Hurlburt Field, Fla. Argel died May 30 in the crash of an Iraqi air force aircraft during a training
mission in eastern Diyala province. The cause of the crash is currently under investigation.
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Staff Sgt. Casey Crate, 26, of Spanaway, Wash., assigned to the 23™ Special Tactics
Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Fla. Crate died May 30 in the crash of an Iraqgi air force aircraft
during a training mission in eastern Diyala province. The cause of the crash is currently under
investigation.

Staff Sgt. Virgil R. Case, 37, of Mountain Home, Idaho, died June 1 in Kirkuk, Iraqg, from
non-combat related injuries. Case was assigned to the Army National Guard's 145th Support
Battalion, 116th Brigade Combat Team, Mountain Home, ldaho.

Sgt. 1st Class Steven M. Langmack, 33, of Seattle, Wash., died May 31 in Al Qaim, Iraq,
from injuries sustained from small arms fire during combat operations. Langmack was
assigned to Headquarters, U.S. Army Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Sgt. Miguel A. Ramos, 39, of Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, died May 31 in Baghdad, Iraq, when
an enemy rocket impacted near his position. Ramos was assigned to the Army Reserve's
807th Signal Company, 35th Signal Battalion, Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico.

Spc. Phillip C. Edmundson, 22, of Wilson, N.C., died June 1 in Ar Ramadi, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting Vehicle during combat
operations. Edmundson was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Pfc. Louis E. Niedermeier, 20, of Largo, Fla., died June 1 in Ar Ramadi, Irag, when his unit
was conducting combat operations and he came under enemy small arms fire. Niedermeier
was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
2nd Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Staff Sgt. Leroy E. Alexander, 27, of Dale City, Va. Alexander was killed on June 3 at
Forward Operating Base Orgun-E in Afghanistan when his convoy vehicle was struck by an
improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group,
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Cpt. Charles D. Robinson, 29, of Haddon Heights, N. J. Robinson was killed on June 3 at
Forward Operating Base Orgun-E in Afghanistan when his convoy vehicle was struck by an
improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group,
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Cpl. Antonio Mendoza, 21, of Santa Ana, Calif., died June 3 at Brook Army Medical Center,
San Antonio, from wounds received as a result of an explosion while conducting combat
operations against enemy forces in Ar Ramadi, Irag, on Feb. 22. At the time of his injury,
Mendoza was assigned to 5th Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Spc. Carrie L. French, 19, of Caldwell, Idaho, died June 5 in Kirkuk, Irag, when an

improvised explosive device hit the front of her convoy vehicle and detonated. French was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 145th Support Battalion, Boise, Idaho.
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Staff Sgt. Justin L. Vasquez, 26, of Manzanola, Colo. Vasquez died on June 5 in Baghdad,
Iraq, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. He was
assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Eric J. Poelman, 21, of Racine, Wis. Poelman died on June 5 in Baghdad, Irag, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to the
3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Pfc. Brian S. Ulbrich, 23, of Chapmanville, W. Va. Ulbrich died on June 5 in Baghdad, Iraq,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to
the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Col. Theodore S. Westhusing, 44, of Dallas, Texas, died June 5 in Baghdad, Iraqg, from non-
combat related injuries. Westhusing was serving with the Multi-national Security Transition
Command-Irag and was assigned to the United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y.

Spc. Brian M. Romines, 20, of Simpson, lll., died June 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, where an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. Romines was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 123rd Field Artillery, Milan, IIl.

Lance Cpl. Jonathan L. Smith, 22, of Eva, Ala., died June 6 from wounds received as a
result of an explosion while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in Fallujah,
Irag. He was assigned to 2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion, Regimental Combat Team-8, 2nd
Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Robert T. Mininger, 21, of Sellersville, Pa., died June 6 from wounds received
as a result of an explosion while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in

Fallujah, Irag. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, Regimental Combat
Team-8, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1742 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

Lt. Philip Knauth, AUS, Airborne Ranger, Vietnam Veteran
VWVIC Consul General to Hong Kong

He has lived in Hong Kong since his service in Vietnam.

This group is composed of some remarkable people. There are many stories of struggles for survival
among our ranks, both in Vietham years ago, and since Vietnam — to this very day in many cases.

But Lt. Knauth’s story is exceptional and deserves mention. This is the short version.

Phil fulfilled an enlistment in the U.S. Army as an enlisted man prior to Vietnam. After his discharge he
married and was living in Costa Rica in wealth and privilege.

The drum beat of the war in Vietnam grew ever so loud and Phil felt compelled to rejoin the Army of the
United States and lead a platoon of Infantry through a tour in Vietnam. It was a calling. He felt his
previous experience would benefit the younger troops and HAD to answer the call. His wife was
opposed. But Duty called.

He became Lt. Knauth and did indeed lead a platoon of Infantry through a tour in Vietnam.

And Lt. Knauth never came “home”.

He did his duty. Then his duty did him. Can you grasp not ever coming home? Of course you can.

Lt. Knauth just completed the PTSD program at the VA’s Puget Sound Medical Center.

He is to be congratulated for having the courage to fly in from Hong Kong and step into a program such
as 7 West in order to help find resolution to those old familiar Dragons that are the bane of those who
served in the Infantry and others.

He can start the real journey home now | pray.

It is an honour to have him in attendance this evening.

Sgt. Flowers has been his host during his stay in Canada. The Marines amongst you can rest assured
that the LT now has a fine appreciation for the expectations of life in a Marine Barracks. As well, daily
foot locker inspections were inflicted on him. Pursuant to MCO 4948.1 a nightly duct taping was
required to keep his officer ass from wandering around the perimeter at night. We all have memories

of the consequences of LTs being left to wander aimlessly around.

In a few days the LT will be returning to the States to spend some time on follow up at the Bellingham
Vet Center. We wish him well. Vaya con Dios.

Announcements and Acknowledgements

L/Cpl Gavin & Charlotte Love will be hosting a classic VVIC “Mongol Horde” style gathering in
honour of Lt. Philip “Kilo” Knauth, Airborne Ranger Platoon Commander, on the occasion of his

Officer Ass having successfully led that platoon of American Infantry through a tour in Vietnam, and on
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having the courage to take some crucial and very courageous steps in finally “coming home” in Spirit, if
not on a permanent basis in person, AND on completing the program at Puget Sound Medical Center,
AND most of all, because he is one of us.

When: June 18"
Where: Charlotte and Gavin Love’s Bunker Complex in Nanaimo, British Columbia

The Love Nest (sorry, I can not help myself sometimes...) is located on five acres and they have room
for campers, tents, APC’s, and Amtracs. According to the Love’s, something can be worked out with
anyone in the area who wants to attend.

The interested should contact Gavin or Charlotte.
If you do not know how to contact Gavin or Charlotte, you probably shouldn’t be there anyway.

Normally I wouldn’t have to say a thing like that, but being these scribblings end up on the Internet there
is a need for certain vagueness from time to time.

The following email was received on 01 June from Lauren Priest, one of the students who interviewed
us at a meeting a few months ago.

Handsworth Secondary School History Project
The VVIC received an email on 01 June from Lauren Priest

To Everyone Who Helped us Out,

This is Lauren Priest, [ emailed a number of you concerning the Vietnam war for a school project. [
want to thank you all again for all of vour help, because of you nice people we received 95% on our
project. The highest mark in all of the history classes. You all gave us a first hand account of what
happened and it not only personally gave us a new perspective but it gave all the people in our class one
too. Thank you.

Lauren Priest

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

It would seem that the American Gold Star Mothers (www.goldstarmoms.com) are unable to grant
membership in their organization to the Mother of a Soldier of the Armed Forces of the United States
because she is not an American citizen and a few other nit picking details. Several items pertaining to
this situation are attached to this Agenda.

Were this any other organization the gut feelings that come near the surface would require some really
strong language. As itis, they have a “special immunity” from Old Marine Corps Infantry style
statements.

We just know the American Gold Star Mothers will fix this injustice by admitting Ligaya Lagman, a
citizen of the Republic of the Philippines, whose son was Killed last year in Afghanistan as a member of
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the Armed Forces of the United States.

And absolutely no Crumpets and Tea for 30 days for the Board Members of the American Gold Star
Mothers who allowed this situation to reach such a public level. Tsk. Tsk.

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

General Collection

Minutes of VVIC General Meeting 474 held 26 May 2005
Chief of Staff.

The VVIC President chaired the meeting.

11 Members were present plus family member Susan Carmack, Associate Member Brenda
Montgomery and Wayne.

Moment of Silence— Names of 36 Deceased U.S. Service members read out.

Handouts and attachments:

1: #474th General meeting Agenda.

2 Commission told of Rise in Veterans Rated "Unemployable™, by Tom Philpott-
Fleet Reserve Assoc.

3: VA Secretary backs low-cost "Traumatic Injury" insurance- DVA Press Release-

WWW.VvVa.Jgov.

4: Pensions for Stress Disorder skyrocket- By Colin Freeze.

5: White House Leaves Disabled Benefits Open-by David Espo, Assoc. Press.

G: VA Faults Staff for Disparity in Payments-by Rebecca Carroll, Assoc. Press.

7 Other States overpay Vets:report- by Cheryl L. Reed, Staff Reporter.

8: VA to Address Inconsistencies in handling Claims- by Chris Adams, Knight
Ridder Newspapers.

9: Rumsfeld sued over Veteran's home-BBC News.

10: 33 Bases Scheduled to close, 29 to be realigned-by Jim Garamone of Amer.,
Forces Press Service.

11: Vietnam hero, foe David Hackworth dies at 74- Matt Apuzzo, Assoc. Press.

12: Iraqg veteran's unspoken epidemic- by Matt Frei, BBC News.

13: From Information Clearing House- From Milton Mayer, Univ. of Chicago Press.

14: DVA- Veterans Disability Benefits Commission, Notice of Meeting-E. Philips
Riggin.

In our group this meeting all were pleased to see out-of-towners and long-time VVIC
members Sid Tencarre from Edmonton and Archie McInnes from Sooke, B.C.

Announcements and Acknowledgements:

1: Member George Robinson will have birthday celebrations in Mission B.C. on
Sunday 29th of May at 1700 hours. All members pleased to hear that George is
doing well. Many happy returns of the day to you George. We do look forward
to seeing you again soon.
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2 Member Keith Lang is presently in Europe. Last we heard he was in Antwerp
Belgium.
3: An invitation from American Legion Post #75 for VVIC members to join them in

the International Memorial Parade on Sunday June 5th. A light lunch and
entertainment afterward at one of the Royal Canadian Legion branches.

4: Notice of meeting on 9 June 2005 in Washington D.C. The purpose of the
commission is to carry out a study of the benefits to Veterans under the laws
of the U.S.A. Interested persons may attend and present oral statements to
the commission.

5: Annual general meeting for Post #75 of the American Legion will be held on
Monday June 13th, 2005.

VVIC President's Remarks: President Carmack talked about his concerns with the
"Veteran's Disability Benefits Commission, namely "unemployability, Concurrent
Receipts and phony c¢laims". During the course of his remarks a general discussion
on these issues took place with most members voicing concerns.

At this time the floor was turned over to VVIC Quartermaster, Storekeeper and
Senior Chief Archie McInnes, USN Ret. Chief McInnes brought along samples of the
items that VVIC will be selling person to person plus on the VVIC website.
These items are #1. VVIC Ballcaps at $12.00 ea.

#2. VVIC Tee-gshirts at $12.00 ea., for the XXL $14.00.

#3. VVIC Mugs at $9.00 ea.

#4. VVIC Crests to VVIC Members only, at $10.00 ea.

#5. VVIC Pins at $8.00 ea.

It is noted that all the above items are of high quality and fairly priced. It is
also obvious that Chief McInnes and fellow Member Jim Johnson have put considerable
time, effort and expertise into this project. Well done Jim and Archie. It is
appreciated by all of us in the membership and I'm sure by those who will enjoy
having these mementos.

A well earned round of applause was given to Chief McInnes from the members present
and a THANK YOU for having traveled from Sooke to be with us for this meeting.

Also a big THANK YOU is warranted to member Don Sinclair for volunteering to assist
Chief McInnes with the sale of these items in the Vancouver area. Deputy
Quartermaster Don Sinclair, no matter what, you are always there to lend a helping
hand. Thanks from all of us.

Meeting Adjourned 2120.

Steve O'Grady,
Chief of Staff.

Administrative Items (S-1)
1. American Gold Star Mothers Membership controversy.

2. Disabled Veterans Right to Commissaries and Space Available Travel Act
U.S. House of Representatives 109™ Congress, 2" Session — H.R. 1188
Representative Bob Filner (CA-51)

Co-Sponsor: Representative Platts (PA-19)
Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel on 06 April
VWVIC S-2L Estimate is “little to no chance of ever leaving committee.
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