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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-13)

AGENDA 446

23 June 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports

Received since 09 June 2005

Spc. Eric T. Burri, 21, of Wyoming, Mich., died June 7 in Baghdad, Irag, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Burri was assigned to the 623rd Quartermaster
Company, 1st Corps Support Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.

1st Lt. Michael J. Fasnacht, 25, of Columbus, Ga., died June 8 in Tikrit, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting Vehicle. Fasnacht was
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort
Benning, Ga.

Ms. Linda J. Villar, 41, of Franklinton, La., died June 3 in Baghdad, Iraq, from injuries
sustained when a mortar struck her forward operating base. Villar worked for the U.S. Army
Field Support Command, Fort Stewart, Ga. She worked as an Army civilian.

Lance Cpl. Marc L. Tucker, 24, of Pontotoc, Miss., died June 8 as a result of a non-hostile
vehicle accident in Asr Uranium, Iraq. He was assigned to 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3rd
Force Service Support Group, Ill Marine Expeditionary Force, Okinawa, Japan. During
Operation Iraqgi Freedom, his unit was attached to 2nd FSSG, Il Marine Expeditionary Force
(Forward). The incident is under investigation.

Sgt. Michael J. Kelley, 26, of Scituate, Mass., died June 8 in Shkin, Afghanistan, when his
helicopter landing zone came under enemy fire. Kelley was assigned to the Army National
Guard's 101st Field Artillery Battalion, Rehoboth, Mass.
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Sgt. Roberto Arizola, Jr., 31, of Laredo, Texas, died June 8 in Baghdad, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Arizola was assigned to the Army's
297th Military Intelligence Battalion, 513th Military Intelligence Brigade, Fort Gordon, Ga.

Capt. Phillip T. Esposito, 30, of Suffern, N.Y. Esposito died on June 8 in Tikrit, Iraq, of
injuries sustained on June 7 in Tikrit, Irag, when an explosion of unknown origin occurred near
his location. He was assigned to the Army National Guard's Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 42nd Infantry Division, Troy, N.Y. The incident is under investigation.

1st Lt. Louis E. Allen, 34, of Milford, Pa. Allen died on June 8 in Tikrit, Iraq, of injuries
sustained on June 7 in Tikrit, Irag, when an explosion of unknown origin occurred near his
location. He was assigned to the Army National Guard's Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 42nd Infantry Division, Troy, N.Y. The incident is under investigation.

Lt. Col. Terrence K. Crowe, 44, of New York, N.Y., died June 7 in Tal Afar, Irag, when his
unit was attacked by enemy forces using rocket-propelled grenades and small arms fire.
Crowe was assigned to the Army Reserve's 10™ Battalion, 98th Regiment, 4th Brigade, 98th
Division, Lodi, N.J.

Lance Cpl. Dustin V. Birch, 22, of Saint Anthony, Idaho. Burch died June 9 as a result of
an explosion while conducting combat operations with 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Haglaniyah, Irag. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve's 4th Tank Battalion, 4" Marine Division, Boise, Idaho.

Lance Cpl. Daniel Chavez, 20, of Seattle, Wash. Chavez died June 9 as a result of an
explosion while conducting combat operations with 2nd Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Haglaniyah, Iraq. He was assigned to 1st Tank Battalion, 1%
Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Lance Cpl. Thomas O. Keeling, 23, of Strongsville, Ohio. Keeling died June 9 as a result
of an explosion while conducting combat operations with 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Haglaniyah, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve's 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Akron, Ohio.

Lance Cpl. Devon P. Seymour, 21, of St. Louisville, Ohio. Seymour died June 9 as a result
of an explosion while conducting combat operations with 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Haglaniyah, Irag. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve's 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Akron, Ohio.

Cpl. Brad D. Squires, 26, of Middleburg Heights, Ohio. Squires died June 9 as a result of
an explosion while conducting combat operations with 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Haglaniyah, Irag. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve's 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Akron, Ohio.
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Pfc. Emmanuel Hernandez, 22, of Yauco, Puerto Rico, died June 8 in Shkin, Afghanistan,
when his helicopter-landing zone came under enemy fire. Hernandez was assigned to the
Army's 319th Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, 173" Airborne Brigade, Vicenza, Italy.

Staff Sgt. Mark O. Edwards, 40, of Unicoi, Tenn., died June 9 at his forward operating base
near Tuz, Iraq, from a non-combat related cause. Edwards was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 2nd Squadron, 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Erwin, Tenn.

Pfc. Douglas E. Kashmer, 27, of Sharon, Pa., died June 8 in Nippur, Iraq, when the wrecker
in which he was a passenger was involved in a non-combat related rollover. Kashmer was
assigned to the Army's 70th Transportation Company, Mannheim, Germany.

Lance Cpl. John J. Mattek Jr., 24, of Stevens Point, Wis., died June 13 from wounds
received as a result of an explosion while conducting combat operations against enemy forces
in Al Anbar Province, Irag, on June 8. He was assigned to the 2nd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, Regimental Combat Team-2, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Sgt. Larry R. Arnold Sr., 46, of Carriere, Miss. Arnold died on June 11 in Owesat Village,
Iraq, when their armored personnel carrier was hit by an improvised explosive device. He was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 150th Combat Engineer Battalion, 155th Brigade
Combat Team, Lucedale, Miss.

Spc. Terrance D. Lee Sr., 25, of Moss Point, Miss. Lee died on June 11 in Owesat Village,
Iraq, when their armored personnel carrier was hit by an improvised explosive device. He was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 150th Combat Engineer Battalion, 155th Brigade
Combat Team, Lucedale, Miss.

Lance Cpl. Mario A. Castillo, 20, of Brownwood, Texas. Castillo died June 10 as a result of
an explosion while conducting combat operations in Saglawiyah, Irag. He was assigned to
2nd Combat Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Andrew J. Kilpela, 22, of Fowerville, Mich. Kilpela died June 10 as a result of
an explosion while conducting combat operations in Saglawiyah, Irag. He was assigned to
2nd Combat Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Spc. Casey Byers, 22, of Schleswig, lowa. Byers died June 11 in Al Tagaddum, Irag, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. He was assigned to the
Army National Guard's 224th Engineer Battalion, Ottumwa, lowa.

Sgt. 1st Class Neil A. Prince, 35, of Baltimore, Md. Prince died June 11 in Al Tagaddum,
Iraq, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. He was
assigned to the Army's 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry
Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Page #3 Vietnam Veterans In Canada Page #3



Page #4 Meeting Agenda of the Vietnam Veterans In Canada Page #4

Cpl. Stanley J. Lapinski, 35, of Las Vegas, Nev., died June 11 in Baghdad, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. Lapinski was assigned to the
Army's 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Sgt. David J. Murray, 23, of Clinton, La., died June 9 in Baghdad, Irag, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. Murray was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 1088th Engineering Battalion, New Roads, La.

Sgt. Larry R. Kuhns Jr., 24, of Austintown, Ohio. Kuhns died on June 13 in Ramadi, Iraq,
where his military vehicle came under a grenade attack while conducting combat operations.
He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry
Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Anthony D. Kinslow, 21, of Westerville, Ohio. Kinslow died on June 13 in Ramadi,
Iraq, where his military vehicle came under a grenade attack while conducting combat
operations. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade,
2nd Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Pfc. Joshua P. Klinger, 21, from Easton, Pa., died June 14 as a result of an explosion from
an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations against enemy forces
near Fallujah, Irag. He was assigned to 1% Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Jonathan R. Flores, 18, of San Antonio, Texas. Flores died June 15 when his
vehicle hit an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar
Ramadi, Iraq. He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, |
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, the unit
was operating with the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army,
which was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Cpl. Jesse Jaime, 22, of Henderson, Nev. Jaime died June 15 when his vehicle hit an
improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar Ramadi, Irag. He
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iraqgi Freedom, the unit was
operating with the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army, which
was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Cpl. Tyler S. Trovillion, 23, of Richardson, Texas. Trovillion died June 15 when his vehicle
hit an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar Ramadi, Iraq.
He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iraqgi Freedom, the unit was
operating with the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army, which
was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).
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Lance Cpl. Dion M. Whitley, 21, of Los Angeles, Calif. Whitley died June 15 when his
vehicle hit an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar
Ramadi, Iraq. He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, |
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, the unit
was operating with the 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army,
which was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Pfc. Michael R. Hayes, 29, of Morgantown, Ky., died June 14 in Baghdad, Iraq, where a
rocket-propelled grenade hit his HMMWYV while he was providing security cordon for an
improvised explosive device found earlier. Hayes was assigned to the Army National Guard's
617th Military Police Company, Richmond, Ky.

Sgt. Anthony G. Jones, 25, of Greenville, S.C., died June 14 in Baghdad, Iraq, where an
improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle. Sgt. Jones was assigned to
the 104th Transportation Company, 36™ Engineer Group, 3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized),
Fort Benning, Ga.

Petty Officer 2nd Class Cesar O. Baez, 37, of Pomona, Calif., died June 15, as a result of
enemy small arms fire while conducting combat operations in al-Anbar province, Iraq. Baez
was a Hospital Corpsman assigned to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force
(Forward).

Pfc. Nathan B. Clemons, 20, of Winchester, Tenn., died June 14 from wounds sustained
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle while conducting combat
operations against enemy forces near Ar Rutbah, Iraq. He was assigned to the 2nd Light
Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Chad B. Maynard, 19, of Montrose, Colo., died June 15 when his vehicle hit an
improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar Ramadi, Irag. He
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1% Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iragi Freedom, his unit was
operating with the 2" Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army, which
was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Spc. Anthony S. Cometa, 21, of Las Vegas, Nev., died June 16 in Safwan, Kuwait, when his
HMMWYV rolled over. He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1864th Transportation
Company, 106th Transportation Battalion, Henderson, Nev.

Staff Sgt. Christopher N. Piper, 43, of Marblehead, Mass., died on June 16 at the Brooke
Army Medical Center, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, from injuries sustained on June 3 when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his military vehicle in Orgun-E, Afghanistan. He
was assigned the 1st Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group, Fort Bragg, N.C.
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Lance Cpl. Erik R. Heldt, 26, of Hermann, Mo. Heldt died June 16 when his vehicle hit an
improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar Ramadi, Irag. He
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iraqgi Freedom his unit was
attached to 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Capt. John W. Maloney, 36, of Chicopee, Mass. Maloney died June 16 when his vehicle hit
an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar Ramadi, Iraq. He
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iraqgi Freedom his unit was
attached to 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Lance Cpl. Adam J. Crumpler, 19, from Charleston, W.Va., died June 18 as a result of
small-arms fire while conducting combat operations against enemy forces during Operation
Spear in Karabilah, Irag. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

1st Lt. Noah Harris, 23, of Ellijay, Ga. Harris died on June 18 in Baqubah, Iraq, from injuries
sustained on June 17 in Buritz, Iraq, when they were conducting a mounted patrol and their
HMMWYV was attacked by enemy forces using rocket-propelled grenades. He was assigned to
the Army's 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort
Benning, Ga.

Cpl. William A. Long, 26, of Lilburn, Ga. Long died on June 18 in Baqubah, Iraq, from
injuries sustained on June 17 in Buritz, Iraq, when they were conducting a mounted patrol and
their HMMWYV was attacked by enemy forces using rocket-propelled grenades. He was
assigned to the Army's 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division,
Fort Benning, Ga.

Master Sgt. Robert M. Horrigan, 40, of Austin, Texas. Horrigan died on June 17 in Al Qaim,
Irag, while conducting combat operations. He was assigned to Headquarters, U.S. Army
Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Master Sgt. Michael L. McNulty, 36, of Knoxville, Tenn. McNulty died on June 17 in Al
Qaim, Irag, while conducting combat operations. He was assigned to Headquarters, U.S.
Army Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Pfc. Christopher R. Kilpatrick, 18, of Columbus, Texas, died June 20 in Tal Afar, Iraq,
during convoy operations when enemy forces attacked his HMMWV with an improvised
explosive device and small arms fire. Kilpatrick was assigned to the 603rd Transportation
Company, 142nd Corps Support Battalion, Warrior Brigade, Fort Polk, La.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1790 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

None Scheduled
Announcements and Acknowledgements

1% Vice President K. Payne is in Montana.
2" Vice President K. Lang is still in Europe.

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

Gentlemen,

The U.S. Veterans Community is facing a difficult time as a whole and individual Veterans are likely to
find this period a time of additional stress.

As | see it, a primary responsibility of the President of any Veterans group is to keep the membership
informed in an open and honest manner. This | will always attempt to do. | am open to constructive
criticism where the facts warrant it, but am in no mood to accommodate bullshit.

The immediate issues at hand are;

1. The current review of Individual Unemployability (IU) as presently implemented under the
compensation rating policies of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

2. The abuse of the Individual Unemployability provisions of the DVA by certain Veterans.
3. The proposed review of PTSD ratings granted in the last five years.
4. The general timing of a “review” of Veterans disability benefits.

Why are these issues upon us now?

The issues are upon the Veteran Community now because of the creation of Veterans Disability
Benefits Commission.

What is the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission?

The Veterans Disability Benefits Commission was created by the National Defense Authorization Act
for FY2004 (Public Law 108-136, Title 15)

Section 1502 of PL 108-136, Title 15 provides that “the Commission shall carry out a study of the
benefits under the laws of the United States that are provided to compensate and assist Veterans and
their survivors for disabilities and deaths attributable to military service”. The Commission is charged
with studying the appropriateness of such benefits, the appropriateness of the level of those benefits,
and the appropriate standard or standards for determining whether a disability or death of a Veteran
should be compensated. Those words were taken directly from the Act.
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Why was the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission created?

The nice sounding answer was that the Commission was created in order to review Veterans disability
benefits — especially since the United States presently considers itself at war. We do not buy that.

The truth is that the Commission was created as part of deal which allowed the most recent version of
Concurrent Receipt legislation to pass. In order to give the nod of approval to this flawed legislation,
the advocates of this version of Concurrent Receipt agreed to support this “review” of Veterans
disability benefits.

What is Concurrent Receipt?

Concurrent Receipt is the term given to receiving both Military Retirement Pay and Disability
Compensation from the VA at the same time.

Why is the Concurrent Receipt Legislation flawed?

The legislation is flawed because it only allows Concurrent Receipt for Military Retirees with twenty or
more years of service while excluding the nation’s most seriously disabled Veterans.

Last year, when a deal was struck in Congress to allow the passage of a horribly unjust version of
Concurrent Receipt it was agreed that a Commission would be set up to review Veterans benefits at the
request of the Republican leadership in the House.

We call this unjust because it allowed Concurrent Receipt for those Military Retirees who had twenty or
more years of service WHILE EXCLUDING the Men and Women with less than twenty years who
became so seriously disabled in the service of the nation that they were unable to “perform the duties of
their grade” and FORCED from active duty in retirement.

Many of these people so excluded have lost limbs, sight, and worse. They don’t get their retirement
pay while others who passed military physicals for twenty years retire, claim disability and collect both
to one degree or another.

“That would be too expensive.” was the reason cited for excluding the people with less than twenty
years. | can think of few one legged and one armed Vietnam Veteran Infantry Corporals and
Sergeants who might just think “Well excuse the fuck out of us.” And today’s severely wounded Iraq
and Afghanistan veterans might have an opinion as well. But that is another topic for another rant.
Should | mention that the military retirement pay of one legged infantry Corporal with less than four
years of service is going to be rather small in comparison to the retirement of someone who remained
physically fit to military specs for twenty years?

Who are the main advocates of the Concurrent Receipt legislation now in effect?

The career military associations made up of persons whose service is of twenty or more years.

Who are the members appointed to the Veterans Disability Benefits Commission?

Lt. General James Terry Scott, U.S. Army, Retired

1! Sergeant Nick D. Bacon, U.S. Army, Retired

Colonel Larry G. Brown, U.S. Army, Retired
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