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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-14)

AGENDA 47¢

07 July 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports

Received since 23 June 2005

Spc. Nicholas R. Idalski, 23, of Crown Point, Ind., died June 21 in Ramadi, Irag, where his
unit was conducting combat operations and were attacked by enemy forces using small arms
fire. ldalski was assigned to the Army's 1% Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Christopher L. Hoskins, 21, of Danielson, Conn. Hoskins died on June 21 in Ramadi,
Iraq, where his unit was conducting combat operations, and was attacked by enemy forces
using small arms fire. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Brian A. Vaughn, 23, of Pell City, Ala. Vaughn died on June 21 in Ramadi, Iraq, where
his unit was conducting combat operations, and was attacked by enemy forces using small
arms fire. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. James D. Stewart, 29, of Chattanooga, Tenn., died June 21 in Ar Rutbah, Iraq, where

an improvised explosive device detonated near his military cargo truck. Stewart was assigned
to the 57th Transportation Company, 10™ Mountain Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.
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Maj. Duane W. Dively, 43, of Rancho California, Calif., died June 22 in Southwest Asia, in
the crash of a U-2 aircraft. Dively had completed flying a mission and was returning to his
base when the crash occurred. He was assigned to the 1st Reconnaissance Squadron, Beale
Air Force Base, Calif. The cause of the crash is currently under investigation.

Sgt. Arnold Duplantier Il, 26, of Sacramento, Calif., died June 22 in Baghdad, Iraq, where
he was providing cordon security, and was attacked by enemy forces using small arms fire.
Duplantier was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 184th Infantry Regiment,
Auburn, Calif.

Sgt. Joseph M. Tackett, 22, of Whitehouse, Ky., died June 23 in Baghdad, Iraq, of a non-
combat related injury. Tackett was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 76th Field Artillery, 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga. The incident is under
investigation.

Lance Cpl. Holly A. Charette, 21, from Cranston, R.l., died June 23 from wounds sustained
when a suicide, vehicle-borne, improvised explosive device struck her vehicle in Fallujah, Iraq.
She was assigned to Headquarters Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, |l Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Cpl. Carlos Pineda, 23, Los Angeles, Calif., died June 24 as a result of wounds sustained
from enemy small-arms fire while conducting combat operations in Falluhah, Irag. He was
assigned to 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Sgt. 1st Class Christopher W. Phelps, 39, of Louisville, Ky., died June 23 in Baghdad, Iraq,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Phelps was assigned to
the Army's 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Pfc. Veashna Muy, 20, of Los Angeles, Calif. Muy Marines died June 23 while traveling in a
convoy that was attacked by a suicide, vehicle-borne, improvised explosive device in Fallujah,
Irag. She was assigned to 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Cpl. Chad W. Powell, 22, of West Monroe, La. Powell Marines died June 23 while traveling
in a convoy that was attacked by a suicide, vehicle-borne, improvised explosive device in
Fallujah, Iraq. He was assigned to 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, |l Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Spc. Charles A. Kaufman, 20, of Fairchild, Wis., died June 26 in Baghdad, Iraq, where a

vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Kaufman was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 128" Infantry, Arcadia, Wis.
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Cpl. Ramona M. Valdez, 20, of Bronx, N.Y., died June 23 while traveling in a convoy that
was attacked by a suicide, vehicle-borne, improvised explosive device in Fallujah, Irag. She
was assigned to Headquarters Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Petty Officer 1st Class Regina R. Clark, 43, of Centralia, Wash., died June 23 in a convoy
that was attacked by a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device in Fallujah. She was a
culinary specialist deployed with Naval Construction Region Detachment 30, Port Hueneme,
Calif., and was temporarily assigned to Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

2nd Lt. Matthew S. Coutu, 23, of North Kingstown, R.l., died June 27 in Baghdad, Iraq,
where enemy forces engaged his convoy with small arms fire. Coutu was assigned to the 64th
Military Police Company, 720th Military Police Battalion, 89th Military Police Brigade, Fort
Hood, Texas.

Chief Warrant Officer Keith R. Mariotti, 39, of Texas. Mariotti died on June 27 near Taji,
Iraq, where his AH-64D Apache helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army's 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Chief Warrant Officer Steven E. Shepard, 30, of Purcell, Okla. Shepard died on June 27
near Taji, Iraq, where his AH-64D Apache helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army's
3rd Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Spc. Robert E. Hall Jr., 30, of Pittsburgh, Pa., died June 28 in Ad Dujayl, Iraq, when a
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device detonated near his dismounted position at the gate
of his forward operating base. Hall was assigned to the Army Reserve's 467th Engineer
Battalion, Greenwood, Miss.

Sgt. Manny Hornedo, 27, of Brooklyn, N.Y., died June 28 in Tikrit, Iraq, where a vehicle-
borne improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV while conducting convoy
operations. Hornedo was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1569th Transportation
Company, New York, N.Y.

SSgt. Shamus O. Goare, 29, of Danville, Ohio. Goare was killed while conducting combat
operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the vicinity of Asadabad,
Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to the Army's 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.

Chief Warrant Officer Corey J. Goodnature, 35, of Clarks Grove, Minn. Goodnature was
killed while conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard
crashed in the vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was
assigned to the Army's 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army
Air Field, Ga.
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Sgt. Kip A. Jacoby, 21, of Pompano Beach, Fla. Jacoby was killed while conducting combat
operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the vicinity of Asadabad,
Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to the Army's 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.

Sgt. 1st Class Marcus V. Muralles, 33, of Shelbyville, Ind. Muralles was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to the
Army's 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.

MSgt James W. Ponder lll, 36, of Franklin, Tenn. Ponder was killed while conducting
combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the vicinity of
Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to the Army's 160th
Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.

Maj. Stephen C. Reich, 34, of Washington Depot, Conn. Reich was killed while conducting
combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the vicinity of
Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to the Army's 160th
Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.

Sgt. 1st Class Michael L. Russell, 31, of Stafford, Va. Russell was killed while conducting
combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the vicinity of
Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to the Army's 160th
Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.

Chief Warrant Officer Chris J. Scherkenbach, 40, of Jacksonville, Fla. Scherkenbach was
killed while conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard
crashed in the vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was
assigned to the Army's 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Hunter Army
Air Field, Ga.

Chief Petty Officer Jacques J. Fontan, 36, of New Orleans, La. Fontan was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Team Ten, Virginia Beach, Va.

Senior Chief Petty Officer Daniel R. Healy, 36, of Exeter, N.H. Healy was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Delivery Vehicle Team One, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Lt. Cmdr. Erik S. Kristensen, 33, of San Diego, Calif. Kristensen was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Team Ten, Virginia Beach, Va.
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Petty Officer 1st Class Jeffery A. Lucas, 33, of Corbett, Ore. Lucas was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Team Ten, Virginia Beach, Va.

Lt. Michael M. McGreevy, Jr., 30, of Portville, N.Y. McGreevy was killed while conducting
combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the vicinity of
Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL Team Ten,
Virginia Beach, Va.

Petty Officer 2nd Class James Suh, 28, of Deerfield Beach, Fla. Suh was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Delivery Vehicle Team One, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Petty Officer 2" Class Eric S. Patton, 22, of Boulder City, Nev. Patton was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Delivery Vehicle Team One, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Petty Officer 1st Class Jeffrey S. Taylor, 30, of Midway, W.Va. Taylor was killed while
conducting combat operations when the MH-47 helicopter that he was aboard crashed in the
vicinity of Asadabad, Afghanistan in Kumar Province on June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Team Ten, Virginia Beach, Va.

Spc. Ryan J. Montgomery, 22, of Greensburg, Ky., died July 3 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV while his unit was conducting convoy
operations. Montgomery was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 623rd Field
Artillery Regiment, Campbellsville, Ky.

Spc. Rafael A. Carrillo, Jr., 21, of Boys Ranch, Texas, died June 28 in Baghdad, Iraq,
where an enemy mortar detonated near his HMMWV. Carrillo was assigned to the Army's 1st
Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Sgt. Chad M. Mercer, 25, of Waycross, Ga., died June 30 in Baghdad, Iraq, where his M2A2
Bradley Fighting Vehicle rolled over while conducting combat operations. Mercer was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 121 Infantry Regiment, Fitzgerald, Ga.

Staff Sgt. Jeremy A. Brown, 26, of Mabscott, W.Va., died July 3 in Mosul Iraqg, from injuries
sustained earlier that day in Tal Afar, Irag, where the HMMWYV in which he was riding
accidentally rolled over. Brown was assigned to the Army's 66th Military Intelligence
Company, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.
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Petty Officer 2nd Class Danny P. Dietz, 25, of Littleton, Colo. Dietz died while conducting
counter-terrorism operations in Kunar Province, Afghanistan. Coalition forces located the
service member while conducting a combat search and rescue operation July 4 in Kunar
Province. His whereabouts had been unknown since June 28. He was assigned to SEAL
Delivery Vehicle Team Two, Virginia Beach, Va.

Lt. Michael P. Murphy, 29, of Patchogue, N.Y. Murphy died while conducting counter-
terrorism operations in Kunar Province, Afghanistan. Coalition forces located the service
member while conducting a combat search and rescue operation July 4 in Kunar Province.
His whereabouts had been unknown since June 28. He was assigned to SEAL Delivery
Vehicle Team One, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Staff Sgt. Scottie L. Bright, 36, of Montgomery, Ala. Bright died on July 5, 2005, in
Baghdad, Irag, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV during
patrol operations. He was assigned to 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort
Carson, Colo.

Cpl. Lyle J. Cambridge, 23, of Shiprock, N.M. Cambridge died on July 5, 2005, in Baghdad,
Iraq, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV during patrol
operations. He was assigned to 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson,
Colo.

Spc. Christopher W. Dickison, 26, of Seattle, Wa., died July 5, in Baqubah, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his patrol. Dickison was assigned to the Army's
2nd Battalion, 34th Armor Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kan.

Pvt. Anthony M. Mazzarella, 22, of Blue Springs, Mo., died July 5, in Taji, Iraq, when the

HMMWYV in which he was riding accidentally rolled over. Mazzarella was assigned to the
Army's 1st Battalion, 13th Armor Regiment, 1st Armor Division, Fort Riley, Kan.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1836 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

None Scheduled

Announcements and Acknowledgements

Page #7

The VVIC Inspector General & Service Officer and their wives are currently in Vietnam on a

humanitarian mission.
Another Director is on a diplomatic mission.
A Day in the life of CWO Doug Rupert, VVIC Operations, Ontario. (published)

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous VVIC General Meeting
Chief of Staff.

CLASSIFIED
Administrative Items (S-1)

1. Australian vets

2. Veterans Disability Benefits Commission meeting scheduled for 22 July.

Special Resolution 2005-01 (IU Concept)

(deferred while accurate information is being collected.)

Firebase Canada 2006 (Nelson)

Activity analysis.
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Report of the Quartermaster
(Senior Chief Mac Mclnnes, USN Ret)

New Business from the Floor:

The next General Meeting is 21 July 2005 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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Fighting Forces: 326th Medical Battalion's Air Ambulance Platoon

The 326th Medical Battalion's Air Ambulance Platoon flew mission after dustoff mission to extract the
wounded from FSB Ripcord.

By Colonel John Aure Buesseler, M.D., U.S. Army (Ret.)

On the afternoon of July 21, 1970, a standby dustoff crew was notified of an urgent mission to evacuate 101st
Airborne Division wounded from a small hilltop landing zone near Fire Support Base Ripcord. Captain Laurence
Rosen was the pilot in command of a five-man dustoff crew on continuous standby at outpost Camp Evans for
missions in the area of operations around FSBs Ripcord and O'Reilly.

Rosen had joined the U.S. Army in 1969 after graduating from college and immediately entered flight training. He
completed rotary wing and instrument training at Fort Rucker, Ala. On February 20, 1970, he deployed to
Vietnam as a pilot in the all-volunteer Air Ambulance Platoon of the 326th Medical Battalion at the 101st Airborne
Division's Camp Eagle near Hue.

Rosen, along with his co-pilot Warrant Officer Douglas J. Rupert, flight medic Spc. 4 Brent R. Law, crew chief
Spc. 5 Donito C. Deocales and the new medic, Spc. 4 James L. Wieler, lifted off and headed for the firefight.

Rosen approached from below the altitude of the LZ, barely above the trees, and at the last moment climbed up
to the touchdown point at the north edge of the LZ. The 101st Airborne troops were firing at NVA troops in the
treeline to Rosen's right, and the smell of gunpowder was thick in the air. The ground medic, soldiers, dustoff
medic and crew chief loaded six or seven wounded onto the floor of the aircraft. Rosen departed the LZ with a
backward takeoff, a pedal turn to the right and a dive for the treetops in order to stay out of the direct line of
enemy fire.

Off-loading the wounded at the aid station at Camp Evans, but without refueling, Rosen immediately headed back
to the LZ to pick up another load of wounded. The pilot critically evaluated the situation on the LZ -- the direction
of the NVA attack and the exposure of the aircraft to enemy fire. Then he made the decision to violate "Rookie
Rule No. 1" -- Don't fly over the same patch of jungle twice. He elected to sneak in from the north, the same way
he had the first time.

As he touched down lightly, the crew and ground troops helped another group of wounded get aboard. With men
of the 101st firing M-16s, M-60 machine guns and grenade launchers from behind trees and hastily constructed
defensive positions, Rosen's helicopter departed backward to the left from the LZ as enemy mortar rounds landed
among the ground troops. Rosen knew they would have to go in again, but he was particularly distressed by the
continuous flow of casualties, the restricted approach and departure routes, the confined LZ and the close
proximity of the enemy.

As Rosen headed back to Camp Evans for the second time, he radioed for another dustoff from Camp Eagle to
assist in the evacuation. Again, after off-loading the wounded at the aid station, Rosen immediately took off on
his third trip to the LZ. The ground situation had continued to deteriorate, with the 101st soldiers in danger of
being overrun. The radio telephone operator (RTO) on the LZ did not answer calls. There were more wounded
than the helicopter could carry, and only one ground soldier was available to assist in loading. Enemy mortar
rounds hit behind and in front of the helicopter as it left the LZ, flying low and fast to the aid station.

Rosen touched down at Camp Evans as the relief dustoff from Camp Eagle radioed him for a situation report
(sitrep). After unloading the wounded, and with the cabin floor of the helicopter covered in blood and fragments of
flesh and fabric, Rosen, again without pause, headed back for the fourth rescue. As they flew, Rosen asked his
crew if they were willing to go back into the LZ. They unanimously agreed to continue as long as there were
wounded.
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