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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-15)

AGENDA 478

21 July 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 07 July 2005

Sgt. Deyson K. Cariaga, 20, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died on July 5, in Al Hammadi, Iraq, when
the HMMWYV in which he was riding struck a land mine. Cariaga was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 229th Military Intelligence Company, 29" Separate Infantry Brigade, Oahu,
Kalaeloa, Hawaii.

Staff Sgt. Joseph P. Goodrich, 32, of Allegheny, Pa. Goodrich died July 10 from enemy
indirect fire while conducting combat operations in Hit, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine
Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Moundsville,
W.Va. During Operation Iraqgi Freedom his unit was attached to Regimental Combat Team-2,
2" Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Lance Cpl. Ryan J. Kovacicek, 22, of Washington, Pa. Kovacicek died July 10 from enemy
indirect fire while conducting combat operations in Hit, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine
Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Moundsville,
W.Va. During Operation Iraqgi Freedom his unit was attached to Regimental Combat Team-2,
2" Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Petty Officer 2nd Class Matthew G. Axelson, 29, of Cupertino, Calif, died while conducting
counter-terrorism operations in Kunar province, Afghanistan. Coalition forces located the
service member while conducting a combat search and rescue operation July 10 in Kunar
province. Axelson was assigned to SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team ONE, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
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Lance Cpl. Kevin B. Joyce, 19, of Ganado, Ariz., died June 25 after falling into the Pech
River while conducting combat operations in Afghanistan. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion,
3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, Ill Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay,
Hawaii.

Spc. Hoby F. Bradfield Jr., 22, of The Woodlands, Texas, died July 9 in Tal Afar, Iraq while
he was conducting a dismounted cordon search. Bradfield was assigned to the Army's 2nd
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Pfc. Eric P. Woods, 26, of Omaha, Neb., died on July 9 in Tal Afar, Irag. His HMMWYV struck
an improvised explosive device that caused the vehicle to overturn. Woods was in the area to
evacuate another soldier who had been wounded. Woods was assigned to the 2nd Squadron,
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. Timothy J. Sutton, 22, of Springfield, Mo., died on July 11 in Baghdad, Irag, where his
HMMWYV struck a land mine. Sutton was assigned to the Army's 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored
Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Benyahmin B. Yahudah, 24, of Bogart, Ga., died on July 13 in Baghdad, Irag, where a
vehicle borne improvised explosive device detonated near his dismounted patrol. Yahudah
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd
Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Staff Sgt. Tricia L. Jameson, 34, of Omaha, Neb., died on July 14 in Trebil, Iraqg. Jameson,
a health care specialist was responding to a casualty incident when a secondary improvised
explosive device detonated near her location. Jameson was assigned to 313th Medical
Company, Army National Guard, Lincoln, Neb.

Pfc. Timothy J. Hines, Jr., 21, of Fairfield, Ohio, died on July 14 at the Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, Washington, D.C., from wounds sustained on June 19 in Baghdad, Iraqg, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Hines was assigned to the 64th
Military Police Company, 720th Military Police Battalion, 89th Military Police Brigade, Fort
Hood, Texas.

Spc. Jared D. Hartley, 22, of Newkirk, Okla., died July 15 in Taji, Iraq, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Hartley was assigned to the 125th Forward
Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Division, Fort Riley, Kan.

Sgt. Travis S. Cooper, 24, of Macon, Miss., died on July 16, in Balad, Iraq, from wounds
sustained the previous day in Baghdad, Irag, when an improvised explosive device exploded
near the vehicle he was searching. Cooper was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd
Battalion, 114th Field Artillery Regiment, Starkville, Miss.
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Cpl. Clifton B. Mounce, 22, of Pontotoc, Miss. Mounce died July 14 when his vehicle was
struck by an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Trebil, Iraq.
He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C. During Operation Iragi Freedom he was assigned
to 2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, Regimental Combat Team-2, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Cpl. Christopher D. Winchester, 23, of Flomaton, Ala. Winchester died July 14 when his
vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations
near Trebil, Irag. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C. During Operation Iragi Freedom
he was assigned to 2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, Regimental Combat Team-
2, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Staff Sgt. Frank Tiai, 45, of Pago Pago, American Samoa, died July 17 in Baghdad, Iraq,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his position. Tiai was assigned to the
Army Reserve's 100th Battalion, 442nd Infantry, Fort Shafter, Hawaii.

Lance Cpl. Efrain Sanchez, Jr., 26, of Port Chester, N.Y., died July 17 as result of a non-
hostile incident at Camp Blue Diamond, in Ramadi, Irag. He was assigned to Headquarters
Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Staff Sgt. Jorge L. Pena-Romero, 29, of Fallbrook, Calif., died July 16 in Baghdad, Iraq,
when an improved explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV while his unit was conducting
a mounted patrol. Pena-Romero was assigned to the 1% Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment, Fort Irwin, Calif.

Spc. Ronnie D. Williams, 26, of Erlanger, Ky., died on July 17 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
sustained on July 16 in Baghdad, Irag, when his M1A2 Abrams tank left the road and entered
a canal during patrol operations. Williams was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored
Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. 1st Class Ronald T. Wood, 28, of Cedar City, Utah, died July 16 in Kirkuk, Irag, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. Wood was assigned to the
Army National Guard's 148th Field Artillery, Brigham City, Utah.

Pvt. Lavena L. Johnson, 19, of Florissant, Mo., died July 19 in Balad, Irag, of non-combat

related injuries. Johnson was assigned to the Army's 129th Corps Support Battalion, Fort
Campbell, Ky.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1857 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

None Scheduled
Announcements and Acknowledgements
Hayyim Grossman got married in Bellevue, WA last Saturday.

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous VVIC General Meeting
Chief of Staff.

VVIC General meeting #477 held on July 7th 2005.

14 Members and guests present which includes BCR Member Dave Holwill, S. Carmack,
B. Montgomery and Mr. and Mrs. Dale Workman.

Moment of Silence and the names of 4¢ U.S. Deceased Service members read out.

Handouts and attachments.

1: Agenda #477.

2: Fighting Forces; 32¢6éth Medical battalion's Air Ambulance platoon- From an
article by Col. J.A. Buesseler M.D. and published in the Vietnam Magazine. The
story featured the gallant exploits of VVIC Member Doug Rupert at Firebase Ripcord.

3: DOD announces increase in Death Gratuity and SGLI.

Announcements:

1: VVIC Members B. Peragallo and L. Mackay currently visiting Vietnam on a
humanitarian mission.

2: VVIC Member G. Flowers currently visiting Australia. He will be meeting
with fellow Australian Vietnam veterans.

President Carmack's remarks: Short and to the point mainly on the issue of
"Unemployability" and it's misuse by some members in the system.

1st VP K. Payne's remarks: Voices his concern over the extra 5 billion MORE dollars

going to the US Vice President's former Company Haliburton for work supposedly for
reconstruction projects in Irag. He 1s disappointed that the US congress is not
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looking into this. Also voices his displeasure at the high cost of gasoline these
days, as do we all.

2nd VP K. Lang's remarks: talks of his recent trip to Europe visiting former battle
and military grave sites. Keith did bring along pamphlets and articles with info on
many of the sites he visited.

Chief of Staff S. O'Grady's remarks: apology for not having an agenda completed for
the VVIC General meeting #476. Spoke briefly of his trip to Whidbey Island Naval
Air station and his overnight stay at the US's Army's Ft. Lewis base in Washington
State. He was accompanied of course by his wife Susan. Both also attended the
ceremonies at the Consul General's 4th of July celebrations. The Consul General Mr.
Louis Arreaga was presented with a VVIC pin at the end of the ceremonies. Mr.
Arreaga and family have now taken up new duties in the Republic of Panama. The
celebration was very well attended, the company, food and drink was most enjoyable.

Administrative Items:

1: Veteran Disability Benefits Commission meeting in the US on 22 July 2005.
This is the 3rd such meeting.

2: Special Resolution 2005-01 (IU Concept) nothing until more accurate info is
obtained.

3: Question asked during meeting are we (VVIC)going to have a picnic this
year?". We should know when our Service Officer Larry MacKay returns from his
mission In Vietnam shortly.

4: Veteran Larry Reid asks for VVIC Member George Robinson's address. VVIC
Pres to e—mail to him after the meeting.

5: Member and Asst. Quartermaster Don Sinclair puts out a request to all
members for ideas that will help increase VVIC's financial income.

"

Firebase Canada 2006 Nelson- nothing new but VVIC members Don Sinclair and Gerry
Flowers (maybe others) to visit Nelson in the coming weeks.

New Business from the floor:

1: Short rundown on the status of the American Legion Branch in Vancouver from
Veteram Tom O'Malley. The branch is short of members and the idea is again brought
up of combining the VVIC meetings and the Legion meetings. The Legion meeting to be
held before the VVIC meeting begins at it's usual time of 19:30. Legion meetings
will be held on a monthly basis whereas the VVIC meetings are held twice a month.
It is also noted that VVIC President Carmack has been elected as the 1lst Vice-
Commander of the American Legion Branch 70 and VVIC Sergeant At Arms G. Flowers has
been elected Sergeant At Arms of the Legion Post.

Meeting Adjourned 2152.

Steve O'Grady,
Chief of Staff.

Administrative Items (S-1)

1. Australian vets
2. Veterans Disability Benefits Commission meeting scheduled for 22 July.
3. Possible screening of The friendship Village next meeting. (vote required)
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Firebase Canada 2006 (Nelson)
Activity analysis.

Due to the future personal plans of a VVIC principal, it is now more important than ever that
the Board and Membership of the VVIC decide the direction we are going on this matter.
Nothing has changed as far as the concept of Firebase Canada. What has changed is that a
principal advocate of the Firebase Canada event in Nelson, B.C. may very well be living in the
Lessor Hassle Islands, just off the coast of Isolated Retirement. It somehow seems a bit
strange that he would be the principal advocate for an event at which there is a decreasing
likelihood that he will be able to attend.

Words of encouragement to Veterans to attend the Firebase coming out of the keyboard of a
guy sitting in the tropics, laughing hysterically at having finally escaped the madness of La
Vida Norte Americano just might ring a tad hollow. Kind of like sitting in the rear and ordering
a charge. No Infantry Corporal can have a shit stain like that on his record.

Therefore, within the next two weeks there should probably be some movement from
somebody — some “moo” of some sort from somewhere in the pasture, in order that the VVIC
can move forward on the Firebase Canada operation in Nelson.

My personal recommendation is that Sgt. Flowers and Sgt. Sinclair assume the roles of
organizer.

Report of the Quartermaster
(Senior Chief Mac Mclnnes, USN Ret)

New Business from the Floor:

The next General Meeting is 04 August 2005 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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DoD Releases Study on Link Between Agent Orange and Diabetes

The Department of Defense released today the latest report of the Air Force Health Study on
the health effects of exposure to herbicides in Vietham, which includes the strongest evidence to date
that Agent Orange is associated with adult-onset diabetes. This supports the findings from earlier
reports in 1992 and 1997.

The Air Force Health Study summarizes the results of the 2002 physical examination of 1,951
veterans, which is the final examination of the 20-yearepidemiological study.

The Ranch Hand Study was named after the operation responsible for spraying herbicides in Vietnam
between 1962 and 1971 to deny cover and destroy crops of the North Vietnamese Army.

Since the first examination in 1982, the Air Force has tried to determine whether long-term
health effects exist in the Ranch Hand pilots and ground crews, and if these effects can be attributed to
the herbicides used in Vietnam, mainly Agent Orange and its contaminant, dioxin.

The report, along with many other studies on herbicide and dioxin exposure, will be reviewed by
the National Academy of Sciences. Based upon this review, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs can ask
Congress for legislation on disability compensation and health care.

Results from the 2002 physical examination support adult-onset diabetes as the most important
health problem seen in the Air Force Health Study. They suggest that as dioxin levels increase, not
only are the presence and severity of adult-onset diabetes increased, but the time to onset of the
disease is decreased.

A 166 percent increase in diabetes requiring insulin control was seen in those with the highest
levels of dioxin. This is consistent with the strong evidence found in animal studies.

Cardiovascular disease findings were not consistent, but separate studies have found an
increased risk of cardiovascular death in Ranch Hand enlisted ground crews, the subgroup with the
highest average serum dioxin.

Overall, Ranch Hand pilots and ground crews examined in 2002 had not experienced a
statistically significant increase in heart disease relative to the comparison group. Associations
between measures of cardiac function and history of heart diseases and herbicide or dioxin exposure
were not consistent or clinically interpretable as adverse.

Other findings included an increase in the frequency of reported acne after service in Southeast
Asia in Ranch Hand enlisted ground crew members, but the lack of corresponding patterns of skin
lesions observed at the physical examination rendered this finding difficult to interpret.

Finally, several blood tests regarding liver function and blood lipids were elevated and did tend
to increase with dioxin level. However, these tests may be elevated for many reasons, do not
constitute a disease by themselves and cannot be explained by other findings in the study.

At the end of the 20 years of follow-up, Ranch Hand pilots and ground crews as a group

exhibited no statistically significant increase in the risk of cancer relative to comparisons. Differences
by military occupation were inconsistent.
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Most importantly, the Ranch Hand enlisted ground crews, the subgroup with the highest dioxin
levels and presumably the greatest herbicide exposure, exhibited a 14 percent decreased risk of
cancer. These results do not suggest that herbicides or dioxin exposure are related to cancer in these
veterans.

The report emphasizes three major limitations to the study. First, the results cannot be
generalized to other groups, such as all Vietnam veterans or Viethamese civilians, which have been
exposed in different ways and to different levels of herbicide. Second, the size of the study makes it
difficult to detect increases in rare diseases, thus small increases in rare diseases may be missed by
the study. Third, other variables that were not considered in this report could be confounding factors
influencing the results.

The report is available on the Air Force Health Study Web site at:
http://www.brooks.af. mil/AFRL/HED/hedb/default.html .

No. 682-05, Jul 06, 2005
Media Contact: (703)697-5131
Public/Industry Contact: (703)428-0711
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Don't cross the GOP on VA funding

Larry Scott, July 15, 2005

When VA Secretary Anthony J. Principi resigned last year it took everyone in the veteran community by
surprise. Principi had all the qualifications: he is a staunch Republican, has a background in healthcare,
and has the incredible ability to always say “yes” to the Bush Administration.

What happened? Principi stopped saying “yes” and wanted more funding for the VA, and the White
House didn't. Insiders say he was forced out to make room for someone who would toe the
Administration line. Jim Nicholson replaced Principi as VA Secretary. Nicholson's only qualifications:
being Chairman of the Republican National Committee and Ambassador to the Vatican.

The insiders appear to be right, because just a few days before his resignation, Principi gave an
interview to his hometown newspaper outlining his plans for the VA for the next four years. Later we
learned he asked for$1.2 billion for VA healthcare and didn't get it.

Now come new revelations about what happens when you push for more VA funding. Syndicated
columnist Robert Novak gives us an interesting look into the demise of Rep. Chris Smith(R-NJ), former
Chairman of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

Novak, by anyone's definition an arch-conservative, has stinging words for the Bush Administration in
his column, "“GOP: The Price of Being Right.” His basic thesis is: step out of line and pay the price.

Rep. Smith was always considered a friend of veterans, but was known to lock horns with Republican
leadership when he pushed for more VA funding. He was unceremoniously removed from his
Chairmanship and replaced with Rep. Steve Buyer(R-IN), who has shown himself to be no friend of
veterans.

What we now know is that both Principi and Rep. Smith were right. The VA is terribly under funded,
especially the healthcare portion of the budget. And, the Bush Administration has had to do an about-
face and deal with that reality.

The Senate is asking for $1.5 billion more for VA healthcare and the House, on orders from the White
House, is asking for only $975 million. Now the White House is rethinking that lower number and wants
to add $300 million. All of this will be sorted out the week of July 25th when Congress works out a VA
budget compromise.

Principi was right, and he's gone. Rep. Smith was right, and he was demoted. The lesson to be learned
here, according to Novak, is “an orderly Republican Party does not dwell on mistakes, even to figure
out what went wrong.” And the GOP still hasn't figured it out. They keep applying Band-Aids to the
gaping wounds in the VA healthcare budget.

Not only does the GOP sacrifice their own who disagree with the Party, they completely ignore
legitimate legislative efforts from the opposition. The hard work of Senator Patty Murray(D-WA), Rep.
Brian Baird(D-WA) and many other Democrats to fully fund the VA have been consistently voted down
on party lines.

The sad part of all of this is that veterans end up paying the price. No matter what compromises are
reached on VA healthcare funding, the dollar figure will fall far short of what is needed to treat all
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qualified veterans.

Every day more veterans come into the VA system. More than one million troops have cycled through
Iragq and Afghanistan. Studies show at least 30 percent of those troops will have PTSD issues. Add to
that the wounded and injured, and you have a patient load the VA cannot possibly handle without
proper funding.

It's time for veterans to realize that partisan politics must be put aside when it comes to VA funding. As
the politicians argue about who did what to whom and what amount is the right amount, veterans are
waiting for healthcare. Some of those veterans never get the healthcare. Some of those veterans die.

Former VA Secretary Principi, well before he was removed from office, gave all veterans the call to
arms. Principi said, "History is littered with governments destabilized by masses of veterans who
believed that they had been taken for fools by a society that grew rich and fat at the expense of their
hardship and suffering."

Larry Scott, Military.com
Posted 2005-07-16 17:28:00.0

http://www.military.com/Opinions/0,,Scott 071505,00.html
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