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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-16)

AGENDA 479

04 August 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Call to Order at 1930 hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 21 July 2005

Staff Sgt. Jefferey J. Farrow, 28, of Birmingham, Ala., died July 19 in Camp Arifjan, Kuwait,
of non-combat related injuries. Farrow was assigned to the Army Reserve's 146th
Quartermaster Company, Fort Totten, N.Y.

Sgt. Arthur R. McGill, 25, of Gravette, Ark., died July 19 in Baghdad, Irag, where an
improvised explosive device detonated while he was on mounted patrol in a HMMWYV. McGill
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 9th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd
Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Petty Officer 3rd Class Travis L. Youngblood, 26, of Surrency, Ga., died July 21 of wounds
received July 15 from an improvised explosive device during combat operations in Hit, lraq.
Youngblood was a hospital corpsman assigned to Naval Hospital Great Lakes, Great Lakes,
lll., and deployed with the || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Cpl. Steven P. Gill, 24, of Round Rock, Texas, died July 21 from an improvised explosive
device while conducting combat operations near Zaidon, Iraq. He was assigned to the Marine
Reserve's 4th Reconnaissance Battalion, 4th Marine Division, San Antonio, Texas. During
Operation Iragi Freedom his unit was attached to Regimental Combat Team-8, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).
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Sgt. Bryan J. Opskar, 32, of Princeton, Minn., died July 23 when his vehicle was struck by
an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ar Rutbah, Irag. He
was assigned to 2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Sgt. Jason T. Palmerton, 25, of Auburn, Neb., died on July 23 in Qal'eh-Yegaz, Afghanistan,
where he came under enemy small arms fire while conducting a dismounted patrol. Palmerton
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 3" Special Forces Group (Airborne), Fort Bragg, N.C.

Sgt. Christopher J. Taylor, 22, of Opelika, Ala., died July 24 in Balad, Irag, when he was hit
by mortar rounds while he was exiting a bunker. Taylor was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 41st
Field Artillery, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Spc. Adam J. Harting, 21, of Portage, Ind., died July 25 in Samarra, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting Vehicle. Harting was
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 42nd Infantry
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Staff Sgt. Michael W. Schafer, 25, of Spring Hill, Fla., died July 25 in Oruzgan, Afghanistan,
when he was shot by enemy forces while on a quick reaction force mission. Schafer was
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, Vicenza, ltaly.

Capt. Benjamin D. Jansky, 28, of Oshkosh, Wis., died July 27 in Al Tagaddum, Irag, where
his HMMWYV was accidentally struck by another military vehicle. Janksy was assigned to the
Army Reserve's 983rd Engineer Battalion, Monclova, Ohio

Cpl. Andre L. Williams, 23, of Galloway, Ohio, died July 28, when his unit came under
attack by enemy small-arms fire and rocket-propelled grenades while conducting combat
operations in Cykla Village, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3rd Battalion,
25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Columbus, Ohio. During Operation Iragi Freedom,
his unit was attached to Regimental Combat Team-2, 2nd Marine Division, |l Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Spc. Jacques E. Brunson, 30, of Americus, Ga. Brunson died on July 24, in Baghdad, Iraq,
where an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV while they were on patrol.
He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, 48th
Infantry Brigade, Albany, Ga.

Staff Sgt. Carl R. Fuller, 44, of Covington, Ga. Fuller died on July 24, in Baghdad, Iraq,
where an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV while they were on patrol.
He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, 48th
Infantry Brigade, Albany, Ga.
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Sgt. James O. Kinlow, 35, of Thomson, Ga. Kinlow died on July 24, in Baghdad, Iraq, where
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWY while they were on patrol. He
was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, 48th
Infantry Brigade, Albany, Ga.

Sgt. John F. Thomas, 33, of Valdosta, Ga. Thomas died on July 24, in Baghdad, Irag, where
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWY while they were on patrol. He
was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, 48th
Infantry Brigade, Albany, Ga.

Spc. Edward L. Myers, 21, of St. Joseph, Mo., died July 27 in Samarra, Iraq, where his unit
was conducting patrol operations and an improvised explosive device detonated near his
HMMWV. Myers was assigned to the Army's 3™ Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment, 3rd Infantry
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Lance Cpl. Christopher P. Lyons, 24, of Shelby, Ohio, died July 28 when his unit came
under attack by enemy small-arms fire and rocket-propelled grenades while conducting
combat operations in Cykla, Irag. He was assigned to the Marine Reserve's 3rd Battalion, 25th
Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Columbus, Ohio. During Operation Iragi Freedom, his
unit was attached to Regimental Combat Team-2, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary
Force (Forward).

Pvt. Ernesto R. Guerra, 20, of Long Beach, Calif., died July 29 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
sustained on July 28 in Baghdad, Iraq, when his HMMWYV was involved in an accident. Guerra
was assigned to the Army's 4-3rd Brigade Troops Battalion, 3" Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Ga.

Spc. James D. Carroll, 23, of McKenzie, Tenn., died July 31 near Baghdad, Iraq, where an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. Carroll was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 230th Engineer Battalion, McKenzie, Tenn.

Pfc. Jason D. Scheuerman, 20, of Lynchburg, Va., died July 30 in Mugdadiyah, Iraqg, of non-
combat related injuries. Scheuerman was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry
Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Benning, Ga.

Pfc. Robert A. Swaney, 21, of West Jefferson, Ohio, died July 30 in Baghdad, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his patrol HMMWYV. Swaney was assigned to the
3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Staff Sgt. Jason W. Montefering, 27, of Parkston, S.D. Montefering died on July 24, 2005,
in Baghdad, Iraq, where an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting
Vehicle. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson,
Colo.
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Spc. Ernest W. Dallas Jr., 21, of Denton, Texas. Dallas died on July 24, 2005, in Baghdad,
Iraq, where an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting Vehicle. He
was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo.

Sgt. Milton M. Monzon Jr., 21, of Los Angeles, Calif. Monzon died on July 24, 2005, in
Baghdad, Iraq, where an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting
Vehicle. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson,
Colo.

Pfc. Ramon A. Villatoro Jr., 19, of Bakersfield, Calif. Villatoro died on July 24, 2005, in
Baghdad, Iraq, where an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting
Vehicle. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson,
Colo.

Spc. Adrian J. Butler, 28, of East Lansing, Mich., died July 27 in Ashraf, Irag, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during a patrol. He was assigned to
the 411th Military Police Company, 720™ Military Police Battalion, 89th Military Police Brigade,
Fort Hood, Texas.

Spc. John O. Tollefson, 22, of Fond du Lac, Wis., died July 27 in Ashraf, Iraq, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during a patrol. He was assigned to
the 411th Military Police Company, 720™ Military Police Battalion, 89th Military Police Brigade,
Fort Hood, Texas.

Sgt. James R. Graham lll, 25, of Coweta, Okla., died August 1 as result of a suicide, vehicle-
born, improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Hit, Irag. Graham
was assigned to Marine Reserve's 4th Tank Battalion, 4th Marine Division, Broken Arrow,
Okla. As part of Operation Iraqi Freedom, Graham's unit was attached to Regimental Combat
Team 2, 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Cpl. Jeffrey A. Boskovitch, 25, of Seven Hills, Ohio. Boskovitch died Aug. 1 as result of
enemy small-arms fire while conducting dismounted operations outside Haditha, Iragq. He was
assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division,
Brookpark, Ohio. As part of Operation Iraqi Freedom, he was attached to Regimental Combat
Team 2, 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Lance Cpl. Roger D. Castleberry Jr., 26, of Austin, Texas. Castleberry died Aug. 1 as
result of enemy small-arms fire while conducting dismounted operations outside Haditha, Iraq.
He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 4th Reconnaissance Battalion, 4th Marine
Division, San Antonio, Texas. As part of Operation Iragi Freedom, he was attached to
Regimental Combat Team 2, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).
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Sgt. David J. Coullard, 32, of Glastonbury, Conn. Coullard died Aug. 1 as result of enemy
small-arms fire while conducting dismounted operations outside Haditha, Irag. He was
assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division,
Brookpark, Ohio. As part of Operation Iragi Freedom, he was attached to Regimental Combat
Team 2, 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Lance Cpl. Daniel N. Deyarmin Jr., 22, of Tallmadge, Ohio. Deyarmin died Aug. 1 as result
of enemy small-arms fire while conducting dismounted operations outside Haditha, Irag. He
was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, Brookpark, Ohio. As part of Operation Iraqgi Freedom, he was attached to Regimental
Combat Team 2, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Lance Cpl. Brian P. Montgomery, 26, of Willoughby, Ohio. Montgomery died Aug. 1 as
result of enemy small-arms fire while conducting dismounted operations outside Haditha, Iraq.
He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 3 Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, Brookpark, Ohio. As part of Operation Iraqgi Freedom, he was attached to Regimental
Combat Team 2, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Sgt. Nathaniel S. Rock, 26, of Toronto, Ohio. Rock died Aug. 1 as result of enemy small-
arms fire while conducting dismounted operations outside Haditha, Iraq. He was assigned to
Marine Forces Reserve's 3" Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Brookpark,
Ohio. As part of Operation Iragi Freedom, he was attached to Regimental Combat Team 2,
2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Staff Sgt. James D. McNaughton, 27, of Middle Village, N.Y., died August 2 in Baghdad,
Iraq, where he was struck by sniper fire while he was in a guard tower. McNaughton was
assigned to the Army Reserve's 306th Military Police Battalion, 800th Military Police Brigade,
Uniondale, N.Y.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 1892 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

Jeff Schutts
Michelle Mason

Elden Stewart, Vancouver Film School student
Paul St. Amand

Producer: Elden Stewart
Director: Paul St. Amand

We are looking for a Canadian Vietnam War Veteran who is interested in sharing his
experience of the Vietnam War with us. We would prefer to have someone whose view on his
decision to fight in Vietnam has not changed. The person would make the same choice if they
had to do it again. We will be focusing on their childhood, family, training, war-time, and post-
war activities and livelihood. We intend to produce the documentary with this person, and to
give the audience an insight into the decision making process that was adhered to in order to
make the decision to fight.

At the meeting, | would assume that you will introduce us, and that we will make our request
known to the membership at that time. | would think that it would be more beneficial to have
us speak, closer to the end of the meeting. Then we could set up a table and chairs for
members to drop by and speak with us after the meeting, if they are interested in participating.

Announcements and Acknowledgements

Hearts Toward Home International will be conducting an open discussion session with
Veterans and their family members at the Tulalip Casino location of the American Traveling
Tribute VN Memorial Wall in Marysville Sunday 21 October from 3-4pm. Bring a blanket or
chair to sit on. Topic discussion will be centered around reintegration, and restoration after
returning from the combat zone. This is for veterans from all war eras, with a specific focus
upon Operation Iragi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom vets.

Please meet at the Traveling Wall by the book counter for Down Range To Iragq and Back.
See you there, bring your concerns, and questions with you for an informative discussion.
Please contact Bridget Cantrell, with your questions (360) 714-1525.

Thank you,

Bridget C. Cantrell, Ph.D.

1000 McKenzie Avenue Suite 26
Bellingham, Washington 98225
(360) 714-1525
www.heartstowardhome.com
Email: bc@bridgetcantrell.com
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President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous VVIC General Meeting
Chief of Staff.

VVIC General meeting #478, held on 21 July 2005

9 members were present plus S. Carmack, B. Montgomery and BCR Barkeep D. Holwill
Moment of silence-names of 21 Deceased U.S. Service Members read out.

Handouts and attachments:
1: VVIC Agenda.
2: Canada Trust Statement of Account To Chief Of Staff.
3: DoD releases study on link between Agent Orange and Diabetes.
4: General Commanded troops In Vietham- by Patricia Sullivan Wash. Post.

VVIC President's Remarks: Spoke briefly on the medical problems in Costa Rica for Vietnam Veterans,
concluding that vets in that country also need help.
A discussion on meds coverage here in Canada follows.

1St VP's Remarks
1: Mentions that he was the only VVIC member at Hymn Grossman’s wedding in Bellingham.
2: Lost a close friend named Jan Jorgansen.
3: Starts a discussion on gas and oil prices.
4: Mentions that the US Congress has passed a bill to increase VA money.

At this time a Tee-shirt with the VVIC crest was presented to barkeep D. Holwill.

Sgt. Gerry Flowers reported on his trip to Australia. Trip went very well. Gerry was well received by the Australian
Vietnam Veterans. For anyone wishing to visit their website it is- www.outpost.org.au. During his trip Gerry
distributed qifts from our organization to theirs. And in return was presented with gifts, actually more gifts than
Gerry was able to bring home. The gifts included Aus., liquid refreshments, belt buckles, pins, caps and much
more. These gifts were distributed to all the VVIC members present. Gerry mentions that the Australians have all
the same issues as us to deal with such as medical help, PTSD, pensions, etc. Included in the gifts to Gerry were
many magazines, newspapers, bulletins, pamphlets and a Southern Queensland Newsletter. Most of the gifts
were sent by Mister Brett Bullians, the Queensland VVAA President and Mr. Gary Frizzel, President VVAA
Brisbane North. Any VVIC member can get in touch or visit their website, address for their President, a Mr. Harry
H. Sherwood- president@vvaabrisbane,asn.au.

Administrative ltems:
1: All VVIC members are encouraged to look at the Australian website.
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2: Possible screening of The Friendship Village at our next meeting. It is noted that the film is slightly political
but otherwise impressive. It is approximately 1/2 hr., long. The friendship village is located just south of Hanoi.

Firebase Canada: VVIC must decide if this event is going to happen and that there is the possibility that our
President will be unable to attend therefore we are to plan that someone else will be needed to keep the effort
moving forward. Members Sgt.G. Flowers and Sgt. D. Sinclair have been suggested as replacements.
Quartermaster Report: new items have been received from Chief Quartermaster Mclnnes in Sook, B.C. VVIC
President Carmack will be supplying a list of all B.C. members to Ass't Quartermaster Don Sinclair. This list of
names will give Don a chance to show these items to veterans outside the Vancouver area and unable to attend
our meetings.
Other Items discussed at this meeting:

1: The passing of 4 star General Westmoreland.

2: The effect of agent orange on military personnel at Camp Gagetown Canada.
3: VVIC president to give a copy of a letter from Sgt. Allen to member P. Knauth.

Meeting adjourned 2113

Steve O'Grady,
Chief of Staff.

Administrative Items (S-1)

1. Letter to VVIC Member D. Rupert concerning possible award of MOH.

Firebase Canada 2006 (Nelson)

Report of the Quartermaster
(Senior Chief Mac Mclnnes, USN Ret)

New Business from the Floor:

The next General Meeting is 18 August 2005 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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Soaring PTSD disability payments scrutinized

Monday, July 25, 2005 - 12:00 AM
Seattle Times

The Department of Veterans Aftairs funding of mental-health treatment has been marked, in recent
years, by penny-pinching and layoffs.

But disability payments are on the rise to veterans who contracted post-traumatic stress disorder during
their military service.

That money compensates those whose lives have been impaired by PTSD.

In 2004, $4.3 billion in PTSD disability payments were paid to 215,871 vets, according to an agency
audit published in May. That far outstrips the VA's $2.4 billion annual budget for treating seriously
mentally ill veterans.

In 1999, by comparison, the VA paid $1.7 billion in PTSD disability checks to 120,265 vets.

The PTSD disability payments average more than $19,000 per veteran annually. They are part of the
nondiscretionary spending that is automatically approved by Congress each year.

But the rapid rise in these payments is triggering new scrutiny.

Veterans who receive the disability payments go through a claims-review process that is independent of
hospital or clinical treatment. The process involves medical examinations, reviews of their military
records and other efforts to rate the level of disability. There has been a big push in recent years to
reduce the backlog of pending cases.

There is no requirement that the veterans who receive these benefits undergo treatment.

Agency auditors, in a study of 2,100 cases, concluded that 2.5 percent appeared to be potentially
fraudulent. They note that some Internet sites now provide advice on how to embellish or fabricate
claims.

Auditors also found that veterans with PTSD did not often appear to improve. Instead, their conditions
typically worsened until they gained a 100 percent disability rating.

The audit is part of a broader effort to revamp the claims process, which some say should offer more
incentives to get treatment and become healthy enough to work.

Despite the surge in disability payments, many veterans who struggled with PTSD never sought
compensation.

Some 479,000 Vietnam veterans have likely suffered from PTSD, according to the VA's most extensive
survey of the illness back in 1987,

Hal Bernton

Copyright © 2005 The Seattle Times Company
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