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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2005-20)

AGENDA 483

29 September 2005

British Columbia Regiment (DCO)
Beatty Street Armoury

620 Beatty Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Ten Minute Warning

1920 Hours
(Sergeant At Arms)

Call to Order
1930 Hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 15 September 2005

Lance Cpl. Shane C. Swanberg, 24, of Kirkland, Wash., died Sept. 15 from an explosion
resulting from indirect fire at Forward Operating Base, Camp Ramadi, Iraq. Swanberg was
assigned to 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary
Force, Twentynine Palms, Calif. As part of Operation Iragi Freedom, his unit was attached to
2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Sgt. Alfredo B. Silva, 35, of Calexico, Calif., died in Baghdad, Irag, on Sept. 15, 2005, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during patrol operations. Silva
was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1% Battalion, 184th Infantry Regiment, 40th
Infantry Division, Modesto, Calif.

Sgt. Matthew L. Deckard, 29, of Elizabethtown, Ky., died in Baghdad, Iraq, on Sept. 16,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his M1A1 Abrams tank during patrol
operations. Deckard was assigned to the 4th Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.
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Staff Sgt. Regilio E. Nelom, 45, of Queens, N.Y., died near Al Asad, Iraq, on Sept. 17, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during an escort mission. Nelom

was assigned to the 249th Quartermaster Company, 1st Corps Support Command, Fort Bragg,
N.C.

1st Sgt. Alan N. Gifford, 39, of Tallahassee, Fla. Gifford died in Baghdad, Irag, on Sept. 16,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near their M1A1 Abrams tank during patrol
operations. He was assigned to the 4th Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Spc. David H. Ford IV, 20, of Ironton, Ohio. Ford died in Baghdad, Iraq, on Sept. 16, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near their M1A1 Abrams tank during patrol
operations. He was assigned to the 4th Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

1st Lt. Mark H. Dooley, 27, of Wallkill, N.Y. Dooley died in Ar Ramadi, Irag, on Sept. 19,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during patrol operations. He
was assigned to the Army National Guard's 3rd Battalion, 172nd Infantry Regiment (Mountain),
42" |nfantry Division, Jericho, Vt.

Sgt. Michael Egan, 36, of Philadelphia, Pa. Egan died in Ar Ramadi, Irag, on Sept. 19, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during patrol operations. He was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Squadron, 104th Cavalry Regiment, 28th Infantry
Division, Philadelphia, Pa.

Spc. William V. Fernandez, 37, of Reading, Pa. Fernandez died in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, on Sept.
19, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during patrol operations.
He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Squadron, 104th Cavalry Regiment, 28th
Infantry Division, Philadelphia, Pa.

Spc. William L. Evans, 22, of Hallstead, Pa., died in Baghdad, Iraq, on Sept. 19 of injuries
sustained earlier that day in Ar Ramadi, Irag, when an improvised explosive device detonated
near his M2A2 Bradley Fighting Vehicle during combat operations. Evans was assigned to the
Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 109th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division,
Williamsport, Pa.

Staff Sgt. William A. Allers lll, 28, of Leitchfield, Ky., died in the vicinity of Khalis, north of
Baghdad, Irag, on Sept. 20 when an improvised explosive device detonated near his convoy
vehicle. Allers was assigned to the Army National Guard's 198th Military Police Battalion, 75th
Troop Command, Louisville, Ky.

Sgt. 1st Class Lawrence E. Morrison, 45, of Yakima, Wash., died in Baghdad, Irag, on
Sept. 19, of injuries sustained earlier that day in Taji, Irag, when an improvised explosive
device detonated near his vehicle. Morrison was a reservist assigned to the U.S. Army Civil
and Psychological Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.
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Sgt. Travis M. Arndt, 23, of Bozeman, Mont., died in Kirkuk, Irag, on Sept. 21 as a result of a
vehicle accident during convoy operations. Arndt was assigned to the Army National Guard's
163rd Cavalry Troop, 116th Brigade Combat Team, 42nd Infantry Division, Missoula, Mont.

Sgt. Pierre A. Raymond, 28, of Lawrence, Mass., died at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center
in Landstuhl, Germany, on Sept. 20, of injuries sustained in Ramadi, Irag, on Sept. 15, when
his unit was attacked by enemy forces using indirect fire. Raymond was assigned to the Army
Reserve's 228th Forward Support Battalion, 28th Infantry Division, Harrisburg, Pa.

Spc. Scott P. McLaughlin, 29, of Hardwick, Vt., died in Ar Ramadi, Irag, on Sept. 22 as a
result of enemy small arms fire. McLaughlin was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st
Battalion, 172nd Armor Regiment, 42nd Armor Division, St. Albans, Vt.

Spc. Kevin M. Jones, 21, of Washington, N.C., died near Al Tagaddum, Iraq, on Sept. 22,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. Jones was assigned to the
181st Transportation Battalion, 7th Corps Support Group, 3rd Corps Support Command,
Mannheim, Germany.

Staff Sgt. Daniel R. Scheile, 37, of Antioch, Calif., who died on Sept. 24. Scheile died of
injuries sustained in Baghdad, Irag, on Sept. 23, when an improvised explosive device
detonated near their M113 armored personnel carrier. He was also attacked by enemy forces
using small arms fire. He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 184th
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, Oakdale, Calif.

Sgt. Paul C. Neubauer, 40, of Oceanside, Calif., who died on Sept. 23. Neubauer died of
injuries sustained in Baghdad, Irag, on Sept. 23, when an improvised explosive device
detonated near their M113 armored personnel carrier. He was also attacked by enemy forces
using small arms fire. He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 184th
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, Oakdale, Calif.

Sgt. Brian E. Dunlap, 34, of Vista, Calif., died Sept. 24 from an improvised explosive device
while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in Tagaddum, Irag. He was
assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 2nd Battalion, 23" Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, Los Alamitos, Calif. As part of Operation Iragi Freedom, his unit was attached to 2nd
Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Chief Warrant Officer John M. Flynn, 36, of Sparks, Nev. Flynn died southwest of Deh
Chopan, Afghanistan, on Sept. 25, when his CH-47 Chinook helicopter crashed. He was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 113th Aviation Regiment, Stead, Nev.

Warrant Officer Adrian B. Stump, 22, of Pendleton, Ore. Stump died southwest of Deh

Chopan, Afghanistan, on Sept. 25, when his CH-47 Chinook helicopter crashed. He was
assigned to the Army National Guard's 113th Aviation Regiment, Pendleton, Ore.
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Sgt. Tane T. Baum, 30, of Pendleton, Ore. Baum died southwest of Deh Chopan,
Afghanistan, on Sept. 25, when his CH-47 Chinook helicopter crashed. He was assigned to
the Army National Guard's 113th Aviation Regiment, Pendleton, Ore.

Sgt. Kenneth G. Ross, 24, of Peoria, Ariz. Ross died southwest of Deh Chopan,
Afghanistan, on Sept. 25, when his CH-47 Chinook helicopter crashed. He was assigned to
the Army's 7th Battalion, 159th Aviation Regiment, Giebelstadt, Germany.

Sgt. Patrick D. Stewart, 35, of Fernley, Nev. Stewart died southwest of Deh Chopan,
Afghanistan, on Sept. 25, when his CH-47 Chinook helicopter crashed. He was assigned to
the Army National Guard's 113th Aviation Regiment, Stead, Nev.

Pvt. Elijah M. Ortega, 19, of Oxnard, Calif., died Sept. 26 as result of a non-hostile gunshot
wound at Camp Baharia, Irag. He was assigned to 2" Combat Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Sgt. Shawn A. Graham, 34, of Red Oak, Texas, died on Sept. 25 in Balad, Iraq, of injuries
sustained earlier that day in Baghdad, Irag. The vehicle in which he was riding accidentally
rolled over. Graham was assigned to the Army National Guard's 124th Cavalry Regiment,
36th Infantry Division, Fort Worth, Texas.

Sgt. Howard P. Allen, 31, of Mesa, Ariz., died in Baghdad, Iraq on Sept. 26 when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Allen was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 860th Military Police Company, Phoenix, Ariz.

Spc. Mike T. Sonoda, Jr., 34, of Fallbrook, Calif., died in Baghdad, Iraq on Sept. 22 of
injuries sustained when an improvised explosive device detonated near his M113 Armored
Personnel Carrier on Sept. 21. Sonoda was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st
Battalion, 184th Infantry Regiment, Fullerton, Calif.

Lance Cpl. Steven A. Valdez, 20, of McRea, Ark., died Sept. 26 from enemy mortar fire at
Camp Blessing, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, lll Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Sgt. Andrew P. Wallace, 25, of Oshkosh, Wis. Wallace died in Shaibah, Irag, on Sept. 26,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during convoy operations.
He was also attacked by enemy forces using small arms fire. He was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry Regiment, 32nd Infantry Brigade, Fond du Lac,
Wis.

Spc. Michael J. Wendling, 20, of Mayville, Wis. Wendling died in Shaibah, Irag, on Sept.
26, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV during convoy
operations. He was also attacked by enemy forces using small arms fire. He was assigned to
the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 127th Infantry Regiment, 32nd Infantry Brigade, Fond
du Lac, Wis.
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Sgt. Andrew J. Derrick, 25, of Columbia, S.C., died on Sept. 23 near Baghdad, Iraq when
his dismounted team came under attack by enemy forces using small arms fire. Derrick was
assigned to the 411th Military Police Company, 720th Military Police Battalion, 89th Military
Police Brigade, Fort Hood, Texas.

Master Sgt. Tulsa T. Tuliau, 33, of Watertown, N.Y. Tuliau died in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
sustained near Ar Rustimayah, Irag, on Sept. 26 when an improvised explosive device
detonated near their HMMWV during combat operations. He was assigned to the 3rd
Battalion, 314th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 78th Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.

Sgt. 1st Class Casey E. Howe, 32, of Philadelphia, N.Y. Howe died in Baghdad, Iraq, of
injuries sustained near Ar Rustimayah, Irag, on Sept. 26 when an improvised explosive device
detonated near their HMMWV during combat operations. He was assigned to the 3rd
Battalion, 314th Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 78th Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.

Staff Sgt. Robert F. White, 34, of Cross Lanes, W.Va, died west of Kandahar, Afghanistan
on Sept. 26 when his mounted patrol was engaged by enemy forces using small arms fire.
White was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 325™ Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne
Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Seaman Apprentice Robert D. Macrum, 22, of Sugarland, Texas, was lost at sea. He was
last seen the evening of Sept. 12 while the ship was underway. Macrum was assigned to the
USS Princeton, currently deployed to the Arabian Gulf conducting maritime security operations
as part of the Nimitz Carrier Strike Group.

Prayer for the Fallen, their Families and those still in harm’s way.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 2038 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Perimeter Check (Sergeant At Arms)
Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors
None scheduled

Announcements and Acknowledgements

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC, Ret.)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous VVIC General Meeting
Chief of Staff.

There were no minutes taken at the last meeting.
Administrative Items (S-1)
1. Sign in sheets for the next two meetings.
2. Southern Cross Il begins at the close of business tonight.
3 Operation Lazarus
a. Alpha list being reviewed by D. Sinclair
4. Listing the email address of the 1% VP, 2" VP, COS and IG on the website.
5. Board Meeting following the AGM, 2" Session.
Firebase Canada 2006 (Nelson)
Sent request to the Mayor of Nelson, requesting use of the airfield in Nelson for Firebase.

Mac

VDBC

Comments received from Vets about the VDBC and the reviews being discussed.
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“As weird as this sounds | don't look at it as a witch hunt. The VA opened this Pandora’s box
when they said that because of poor record keeping they were going take the word of the
veteran. Now [ really don’t need the hassle of being reviewed , but if that is what | have to go
through for them to catch the lying cocksuckers with no Purple Heart or CAR or C | B, who
went to the Vet Center & told the stories they heard, or described their fucking symptoms
verbatim as they got them from another "let me help you milk the system vet”, or what they
found on various web sites, | say fine, I'll pass the scrutiny & to those who are found to have
lied | hope they are prosecuted as the law dictates.” (G. Love, L/ICPL USMC)

"I really suspect that | will not be strong enough to stand this additional trauma when/if | have
to. And | do not have a combat MOS. And | have never felt that my personal stressors were
enough for me to have gotten PTSD even though | have it.

I made the terrible mistake of believing them when they told me that | was "100% permanent
and total with no further exams scheduled.” | just should have fucking known... The only thing
left is to pick which gun or bridge abutment and just let them save the money they have been

giving me. It would have been so very much better if they had just turned me down in the
first place...” (from a message on the Net)

Quartermaster Activities
(Senior Chief Mac Mclnnes, USN Ret)

Veteran Qutreach

New Business from the Floor:

The next General Meeting is 13 October 2005 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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From Larry Scott at VA Watchdog dot Orq -- 09-22-2005 #2

SENATE VOTES TO BLOCK VA'S REVIEW OF 72,000 PTSD CLAIMS

Now, the bill has to be reconciled with the House version. If it passes the House, VA will have to justify the review
program to Congress if they want to continue with it.

Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) was instrumental in getting this passed. Here is a press release from her office.

Murray Protects Veterans with PTSD from VA
Scrutiny, Stigma and Penalties

Senate Passes Murray's Amendment Today;

Blocks VA from Wasting Resources Investigating 72,000 Veterans
and Penalizing Those with Paperwork Errors

Paralyzed Veterans of America Applauds Murray's Success

(Washington, D.C.) — Today, U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-Wash) stood up for America's veterans by
ensuring that those who need help with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) are not scrutinized,
stigmatized, or penalized by a planned VA investigation.

"Veterans with PTSD deserve the VA's compassion and support, not costly investigations,
penalties and stigma," Murray said. "Veterans should not be punished for mistakes the VA has
made, and that's what my amendment ensures."

Earlier this year, the VA announced plans to investigate the PTSD disability claims of 72,000 veterans.
An earlier study of a small number of cases by the VA's Inspector General found errors in about one-
third of the claims examined. Many of the problems uncovered were paperwork errors. Murray and
veterans organizations like the American Legion and the Paralyzed Veterans of America feared the VA
would use the review to strip benefits from veterans with mental illness.

The review would also take time and resources away from processing current disability claims.

"The VA must not delay its work on today's disability claims in order to investigate decisions it
made years ago," Murray said.

Murray said the VA's review would send a message to veterans that if they seek help for PTSD, they
will be subject to scrutiny.

"It's already hard enough for veterans to seek care for mental health problems. I can't stand by
and let the VA throw down another barrier in front of veterans with PTSD," Murray said.

Page #8 Vietnam Veterans In Canada Page #8



Page #9 Meeting Agenda of the Vietnam Veterans In Canada Page #9

Murray blocked the review today by inserting language into the FY 2006 Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs Appropriations Bill, which passed the full Senate this afternoon. Murray's language
says the review cannot proceed until the VA justifies the program to Congress. It also ensures veterans
cannot be stripped of their benefits except in cases of fraud.

Veterans leaders applauded Murray's work.

""Senator Murray has given veterans some body armor to protect them from administrative errors
and penalties," said Skip Dreps, government relations director for the Northwest Chapter of the
Paralyzed Veterans of America, which represents 20,000 veterans nationwide, including 500 in
Washington state. '""We bore the burden of battle once, and we shouldn’t have to bear the battle
again when our government makes mistakes in our benefits."

Now that the Military Construction and Veterans Affairs bill has passed the Senate, it must be
reconciled with the House of Representative's version
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UDALL LETTER CALLS FOR
AN END TO VA'S PTSD REVIEW

WASHINGTON - U.S. Representative Tom Udall, D-N.M., has authored a letter calling for termination
of the U.S. Department of Veteran's Affairs (VA) review of 72,000 post-traumatic stress disorder cases
(PTSD).

Udall, a longtime member of the House Committee on Veterans Affairs, has circulated a "Dear
Colleague" urging members of Congress to sign a letter to urge retention of language suspending the
VA's planned review.

The U.S. Senate adopted an amendment to the FY2006 Military Construction and Veterans' Affairs
Appropriations Bill which says the review cannot proceed until the VA justifies the program to
Congress. It also ensures veterans cannot be stripped of their benefits except in cases of fraud.

"Veterans should not be penalized because of errors made by the Department of Veterans Aftairs,"
Udall said. "I am urging my colleagues to send a strong message to the VA that we will not allow
bureaucratic red tape to cause more stress for those suffering from PTSD as a result of their service in
our armed forces. What message does this send to our troops serving overseas now?"

The VA recently announced that it intends to examine cases from 1999 to 2004 in which 100 percent
disability benefits were granted primarily for combat stress.

The review is being sparked because of an Inspector General's audit of 2,100 such cases nationally
found that 25 percent of the VA-approved awards lacked adequate documentation to prove eligibility.

Under the VA's PTSD review, veterans who lose benefits can contest their cases before the Board of
Veterans Appeals, which is part of the VA. It usually takes a year before a decision is rendered. If that
appeal is denied, veterans can seek a final judgment from the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.

According to the VA, the number of veterans receiving disability benefits for post-traumatic stress
disorder has jumped from 120,265 to 215,871, since 1999. The corresponding cost has gone from $1.7
billion to $4.3 billion. Roughly 10 percent of the increase is associated with veterans who served in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

"V A rulings can affect the livelihoods of veterans and their families for the rest of their lives. If the VA
won't voluntarily suspend this questionable benefits review, then Congress should do it for them.

Instead of creating new anxiety for these men and women, the VA would better serve taxpayers by
making certain that similar problems do not happen in the future. The VA should be in place to serve our
veterans," Udall concluded.

The House and Senate will make final decisions on the FY2006 Military Construction bill later this fall.

_END-
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