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Vietnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2006-02)

AGENDA 490

19 January 2006

British Columbia Regiment (DCO), Vancouver, B.C.

Ten Minute Warning

1920 Hours
(Sergeant At Arms)

Call to Order
1930 Hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 05 January 2006

Sgt. Jason Lopezreyes, 29, of Hatillo, Puerto Rico. Lopezreyes died in Baghdad, Iraqg, on
Jan. 5, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV during convoy
operations. The Soldier was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 76th Field Artillery Regiment, 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Spc. Ryan D. Walker, 25, of Stayton, Ore. Walker died in Baghdad, Iraqg, on Jan. 5, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during convoy operations. The
Soldier was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 76th Field Artillery Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 3" Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Maj. William F. Hecker, lll, 37, of St. Louis, Mo. Heckler died in An Najaf, Irag, on Jan. 5,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during convoy operations.
The Soldier was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artillery, ond Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Capt. Christopher P. Petty, 33, of Vienna, Va. Petty died in An Najaf, Iraq, on Jan. 5, when
an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYVY during convoy operations. The
Soldier was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artillery, ond Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.
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Sgt. 1st Class Stephen J. White, 39, of Talladega, Ala. White died in An Najaf, Iraqg, on Jan.
5, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV during convoy
operations. The Soldier was assigned to the 3™ Battalion, 16th Field Artillery, 2™ Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Sgt. Johnny J. Peralez, Jr., 25, of Kingsville, Texas. Peralez died in An Najaf, Iraq, on Jan.
5, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV during convoy
operations. The Soldier was assigned to the 3™ Battalion, 16th Field Artillery, 2™ Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Pvt. Robbie M. Mariano, 21, of Stockton, Calif. Mariano died in An Najaf, Iraq, on Jan. 5,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during convoy operations.
The Soldier was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 16th Field Artillery, ond Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Lt. Col. Michael E. McLaughlin, 44, of Mercer, Pa., died in Ar Ramadi, Iraqg, on Jan. 5, when
he was conducting a dismounted patrol at an Iraqgi police recruiting station and an individual-
borne improvised explosive device detonated near his position. McLaughlin was assigned to
the Army National Guard's 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 28th Infantry Division, Washington, Pa.

Sgt. Adam L. Cann, 23, of Davie, Fla. Cann was Kkilled in action Jan. 5 by a suicide bomb
attack on an Iraqgi police recruitment center in Ar Ramadi, Irag. He was assigned to Security
Battalion, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation Iraqgi Freedom, his unit
was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Cpl. Albert P. Gettings, 27, of New Castle, Pa. Gettings died Jan. 5 from wounds received
as a result of enemy small-arms fire while conducting combat operations against enemy forces
in Fallujah, Iraq. Gettings was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Ryan S. McCurdy, 20, of Baton Rouge, La. McCurdy died Jan. 5 from wounds
received as a result of enemy small-arms fire while conducting combat operations against
enemy forces in Fallujah, Irag. McCurdy was assigned to Headquarters Company, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Sgt. Nathan R. Field, 23, of Lehigh, lowa. Field died in Umm Qasr, Irag, on Jan. 7, when his
HMMWYV was hit by a civilian vehicle. He was assigned to the Army Reserve's 4249th Port
Security Company, Pocahontas, lowa. The incident is under investigation.

Spc. Robert T. Johnson, 20, of Erwin, N.C. Johnson died in Umm Qasr, Irag, on Jan. 7,

when his HMMWYV was hit by a civilian vehicle. Johnson was assigned to the Army Reserve's
805th Military Police Company, Raleigh, N.C. The incident is under investigation.
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Spc. Clinton R. Upchurch, 31, of Garden City, Kansas, died in Samarra, Irag, on Jan. 7,
during patrol operations when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV
and enemy forces attacked using small arms fire. Upchurch was assigned to the 1st Battalion,
187th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell,
Ky.

Sgt. Radhames Camilomatos, 24, of Carolina, Puerto Rico, died in Taji, Irag, on Jan. 7,
from non-combat related injuries. Camilomatos was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 66th
Armored Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas. His
death is under investigation.

Maj. Stuart M. Anderson, 44, of Peosta, lowa. Anderson died near Tal Afar, Irag, on Jan. 7,
when his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army Reserve's 3rd
Corps Support Command, Des Moines, lowa. The incident is under investigation.

Maj. Douglas A. Labouff, 36, of California. Labouff died near Tal Afar, Irag, on Jan. 7, when
his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army's 3rd Armored
Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo. The incident is under investigation.

Capt. Michael R. Martinez, 43, of Missouri. Martinez died near Tal Afar, Irag, on Jan. 7,
when his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army's 3rd Armored
Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo. The incident is under investigation.

1st Lt. Jaime L. Campbell, 25, of Ephrata, Wash. Campbell died near Tal Afar, Irag, on Jan.
7, when his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army National
Guard's 1st Battalion, 207th Aviation Regiment, Anchorage, Alaska. The incident is under
investigation.

1st Lt. Joseph D. deMoors, 36, of Jefferson, Ala. deMoors died near Tal Afar, Iraq, on Jan.
7, when his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army's 3rd
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, Colo. The incident is under
investigation.

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Chester W. Troxel, 45, of Anchorage, Alaska. Troxel died near Tal
Afar, Iraq, on Jan. 7, when his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the
Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 207" Aviation Regiment, Anchorage, Alaska. The
incident is under investigation.

Spc. Michael I. Edwards, 26, of Fairbanks, Alaska. Edwards died near Tal Afar, Irag, on
Jan. 7, when his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 1st Battalion, 207th Aviation Regiment, Anchorage, Alaska.

Spc. Jacob E. Melson, 22, of Wasilla, Alaska. Melson died near Tal Afar, Irag, on Jan. 7,

when his UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. He was assigned to the Army National
Guard's 1st Battalion, 207th Aviation Regiment, Anchorage, Alaska.
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Lance Cpl. Kyle W. Brown, 22, of Newport News, Va. Brown was killed Jan 7™ by enemy
small arms fire while conducting combat operations near Fallujah, Irag. He was assigned to
2nd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, |l Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Jeriad P. Jacobs, 19, of Clayton, N.C. Jacobs was killed Jan. 7" by enemy
small arms fire while conducting combat operations near Fallujah, Irag. He was assigned to
2nd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, |l Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Jason T. Little, 20, of Climax, Mich. Little was killed Jan 7™ when his tank was
attacked with an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Ferris,
Iraq. He was assigned to 2nd Tank Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, || Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Cpl. Brett L. Lundstrom, 22, of Stafford, Va. Lundstrom was killed Jan. 7" by enemy small
arms fire while conducting combat operations near Fallujah, Irag. He was assigned to 2nd
Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Raul Mercado, 21, of Monrovia, Calif. Mercado was killed Jan. 7™ when his
vehicle was attacked with an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations
near Al Karmah, Irag. He was assigned to 2nd Maintenance Battalion, 2nd Marine Logistics
Group, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Darren D. Braswell, 36, of Riverdale, Ga., died Jan. 7 near Tal Afar, Iragq, when the UH-60
Blackhawk helicopter in which he was a passenger crashed. Braswell worked for the Army
and Air Force Exchange Service.

Sgt. Michael J. McMullen, 25, of Salisbury, Md., died at Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 10 of injuries sustained in Ramadi, Irag on Dec. 24, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his position. McMullen was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 243" Engineer Company, Baltimore, Md.

Pfc. Michael Anthony Jordan, 35, of Augusta, Ga., died in an automobile accident Friday,
Jan. 13, 2006, in Manama, Bahrain. Jordan was assigned to Destroyer Squadron 50, Bahrain.

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Mitchell K. Carver, Jr., 31, of Charlotte, N.C. Carver died near Al
Sukar, Iraq, on Jan. 13, when their OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopter came under attack by
enemy forces using small arms fire. The Soldier was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 10th
Aviation Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Kyle E. Jackson, 28, of Sarasota, Fla. Jackson died near Al Sukar,
Irag, on Jan. 13, when their OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopter came under attack by enemy
forces using small arms fire. The Soldier was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 10th Aviation
Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.
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Lance Cpl. Jonathan K. Price, 19, of Woodlawn, lll., died Jan. 13 from wounds received as
a result of enemy small arms fire while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in
Ar Ramadi, Irag. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Cpl. Justin J. Watts, 20, of Crownsville, Md., died Jan. 14 from an apparent non-hostile
gunshot wound in Haditha, Iraq. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. His unit was attached
to the 2" Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C. His death is
currently under investigation.

Spc. Dustin L. Kendall, 21, of Conway, Mo., died in Baqubah, Irag on Jan. 15, when his
HMMVW accidentally struck an M1A2 Abrams tank and rolled over. Kendall was assigned to
the 1st Battalion, 68th Armor Regiment, 3" Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, Fort Carson, Colo. The incident is under investigation.

Pfc. Kasper A. Dudkiewicz, 22, of Mangilao, Guam, died in Mosul, Irag, on Jan. 15, when
his HMMWYV was involved in a vehicle collision. Dudkiewicz was assigned to the 511th Military

Police Company, 91st Military Police Battalion, 10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, N.Y. The
incident is under investigation.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 2333 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Perimeter Check (Sergeant At Arms)
Call to Order (Sergeant At Arms)

Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

Announcements and Acknowledgements

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

Sergeant At Arms Remarks

The veteran's meeting with Senator Patty Murray...Monday 1015, at the Bellingham Veterans
Center:

In attendance were the Senators entourage, Evan T. Shantz, the legislative assistant to the
Senator Patty Murray, Brenda Jensen White, the Deputy District Director for Congressman
Larsen, Christy D. Gullion, Northwest Regional Director for Senator Patty Murray

The Senator sat with the Moderator, Michael Novotny. Six of us, the speakers, sat in an arc, in
front of the senator and moderator. The room was packed with WW2 Vets, DAV reps, VFW
reps, Veterans from Desert Storm, Vietnam vets, Korean and Iraq Freedom Guardsman, our
1st Vice President, Ken Payne, our Service officer, Larry MacKay and beside him his wife
Judy.

The speakers were a female Marine Veteran, Lindsay, served in Iraq and was giving her angle
on benefits, the difficulty getting them, the time frames imposed and other issues important to
vets.

The second speaker was Jim Pace, Washington State Council President of the Vietnam
Veterans of America, he discussed situations pertinent to veterans, several specific incidents
relating to cases in progress, vets using there own money and medical benefits while the v.a.
dicked around trying to sort out whether or not they were eligible..(cancer patient, agent
orange) It cost one vet 42,000 and the VA would not re-imburse money out of pocket as at the
time, they allege, he was not eligible, even though it was service connected. He gave several
examples of the up hill battle vets have dealing with the bureaucracy. Jim requested a more
seamless journey. Senator Murray listened carefully and made many notes....of course, Jim
spoke of several more issues.
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The next speaker was a leader of the Native American Veterans in Washington State. He
spoke of the inequities of treatment and possible solutions. He was very articulate and did a
good job getting these issues across to the Senator. She interjected several times with
everyone, and said she was glad to hear this stuff on a grass-roots level instead of from the
committees in Washington.

The American Legion leader spoke about his issues, then the Veterans' employment

leader... Tom , cannot remember his last name spoke about the returning veterans and the
difficulties they are encountering as far as getting information, getting into the system, and in
some cases the services tried to discharge injured veterans to get them off the roles and into a
health care system. Seemed to me, like using the vets and discarding them...

Someone else addressed the Senator, then it was my turn. | started by thanking the senator
for coming to listen to us, and that | was there on behalf of our President and the Vietham
Veterans in Canada. | let her know how many there were of us, plus | pointed out that Larry
and Ken were there as well. | initially discussed the role of the vet center, the importance of the
help we receive there, and the length of time we have, at least some of us, been going to
counseling and group work. | personally thanked Mike, Dr. Perini, Dr. Bokan, Steve, Ron
Hewitt and the volunteers. | told the senator that we are an outreach group, no funding and in
many cases, Jim Pace, Mike, Dr. Bokan, Dr. Perini etc, had made the journey to Canada as
guest speakers, councilors, all on their own time and dime. | discussed the importance of a
medical facility in Bellingham to better serve the veterans there and from Canada, saving the
long drive, up to three hundred miles round trip, and the stress on the vets doing it. | used
myself as an example as | had been twice in a week and am going down there again on Feb.
the 2nd.

| then brought up the VDBC in Washington and suggested the members on that committee
were not representative of the average vet, or grunt. They were career Soldiers, high ranking
ie: General grade and high ranking NCO's that seemed to the common vet, to have another
agenda. | also pointed out that the hospital is full of vets in wheelchairs, ambulatory vets and
not one of them was a son of Cheney, or Cheney, or Rumsfeld or a brother or a CEQ's son. |
then asked for Ken Payne to bring his questions to the attention of the Senator, which when he
woke up, he promptly tabled.

The senator tossed out that she would like examples from all that attended, of veterans being
troubled by the v.a.. After the question and answer period, | corralled Evan T. Shantz and
asked him about the possibility of sending Rupert's case his way. He said that would be fine,
as long as it was without Rupe. | think it is a case, if we had all the information from Doug, we
could run with it and they would do the quarterbacking. Larry will write the senators office with
a few of his concerns, as will his wife Judy.

| also mentioned the lousy rate of travel pay, when compared to the rate regular government
employees receive. | then brought up the fact that the government has chosen and

implemented, excluding the Veterans Service groups from the pre-budget meetings, and felt
that was a very bad sign. | also mentioned the fact that the war should not be fought from the
board room by Cheney, Rumsfeld, Rice, Rove etc, it should be left to the commanders in the
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field, as they have a better eye on the situation...ie: attacking Fallujah, then backing off as the
Marines were ready to cut the head off the snake, letting the fuckers regroup while they are
ordered to stand down. | also told her, that basically our stance is one of "the army is at war,
and needs the support of the country, not the government is at war and needs the support of
the army.

| failed to tell you that Ken, brought up the issue of the compensation being separated from the
indexing of the fuel costs, during the Reagan admin. He suggested it should be brought back
in and included. Everyone agreed. | had a photo op with the Senator and Evan, it will/should
be sent to you whenever the girl gets around to it.

| thanked her for all she has done for the Vietnam veterans on behalf of you, our group and all
the veterans, now, and the work she will be doing for those coming down the pipe. all in all, |
think | did a good job for the group and left her with a little more knowledge of our situation up
here. She personally thanked me for serving, which was nice of her.

I am not much on reports, but there it is...sorta...l hope Larry Mackay will send one from his
perspective. Ken was asleep, so do not expect anything from his end...(g) The meeting was
adjourned as soon as | showed everyone the photo of Rupe, leaning on his 34" wide,
tractor/posthole digger. regards

gaf
Service Officer's Remarks

Woody: Sorry for the delay with my comments regarding the meeting with Senator Paddy
Murray at the Bellingham Veterans Center located in Bellingham Monday last. The Senator
was introduced by Mike followed by an introduction by the Senator of herself.

| looked at the Senators web site and pulled the following:

- third term in the U.S. Senate as a member of the Democratic Leadership

- supports Washington's 670,000 veterans;

- daughter of a disabled World War Il veteran(purple heart/one of the first to land on Okinawa);
- serves on the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee;

- brought the Veteran Affairs Secretary to Washington state for hearings on Gulf War
Syndrome;

- working to improve health care access for veterans;

- wrote the law that ensures all veterans can have military funeral honors;

- committee assignments include Appropriations / Budget / Health, Education, Labor and
Pension / Veterans Affairs;

- serves on the Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee / Homeland Security
Subcommittee / Labor, Health & Human Services Subcommittee / Commerce, Justice, and
Science / Energy & Water Subcommittee / Appropriations subcommittees.

Several groups and individuals were at the meeting. Each had an opportunity to address
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