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Viethnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2006-04)

AGENDA 492

16 February 2006

British Columbia Regiment (DCO), Vancouver, B.C.

Ten Minute Warning

1920 Hours
(Sergeant At Arms)

Call to Order
1930 Hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports
Received since 02 February 2006

Pfc. Sean T. Cardelli, 20, of Downers Grove, lll., died Feb. 1 from enemy small arms fire
while conducting combat operations near Fallujah, Iraq. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif.
During Operation Iragi Freedom, his unit was attached to 2nd Marine Division, || Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Spc. Anthony C. Owens, 21, of Conway, S.C., died in Baghdad, Iraqg, on Feb. 1, when his
unit was attacked by enemy forces using grenades and small arms fire. Owens was assigned
to the Army's 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2" Brigade Combat Team, 101st
Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Ky.

1st Lt. Garrison C. Avery, 23, of Lincoln, Neb. Avery died in Baghdad, Iraq, on Feb. 1,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. The soldier was assigned
to the Army's 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2" Brigade Combat Team, 101st
Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Ky.
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Spc. Marlon A. Bustamante, 25, of Corona, N.Y. Bustamante died in Baghdad, Iraq, on
Feb. 1, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. The soldier was
assigned to the Army's 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2" Brigade Combat Team,
101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Ky.

Pfc. Caesar S. Viglienzone, 21, of Santa Rosa, Calif. Viglienzone died in Baghdad, Iraq, on
Feb. 1, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. The soldier was
assigned to the Army's 1st Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2" Brigade Combat Team,
101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Ky.

Pfc. Scott A. Messer, 26, of Ashland, Ky., died in Ashraf, Iraq, on Feb. 2, when his HMMWV
accidentally rolled over during convoy operations. Messer was assigned to the Army's 1st
Squadron, 32nd Cavalry Regiment, 1% Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, Fort
Campbell, Ky. The incident is under investigation.

Spc. Walter B. Howard, Il, 35, of Rochester, Mich., died in Balad, Iraq, on Feb. 2, of injuries
sustained earlier that day in Ashraf, Iraq, when an improvised explosive device detonated near
his M1 Abrams tank. Howard was assigned to the Army's 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Jesse M. Zamora, 22, of Las Cruces, N.M., died in Bayji, Iraq, on Feb. 3, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWV. Zamora was assigned to the
Army's 1st Battalion, 187th Infantry, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, Fort
Campbell, Ky.

Sgt. 1st Class Lance S. Cornett, 33, of London, Ky., died in the vicinity of Ar Ramadi, Iraq,
on Feb. 3, of injuries sustained earlier that day while engaging enemy forces. Cornett was
assigned to the U.S. Army Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.

1st. Lt. Simon T. Cox, Jr., 30, of Texas, died in Taji, Iraq, on Feb. 2, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his M2A3 Bradley. Cox was assigned to the Army's 1st
Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment, 15t Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood,
Texas.

Spc. William S. Hayes lll, 23, of St. Tammany, La., died in Baghdad, Iraq, on Feb. 5, of a
non-combat related injury. Hayes was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment,
1st Brigade Combat Team, 4 Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas. The incident is under
investigation.

Spc. Sergio A. Mercedes Saez, 23, of New York, N.Y., died in Baghdad, Iraq on Feb. 5,
when the HMMWYV in which he was riding accidentally rolled over into a canal. Mercedes
Saez was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team,
101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, Ky. The incident is under investigation.
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Staff Sgt. Christopher R. Morningstar, 27, of San Antonio, Texas. Morningstar died in Al
Husayniyah, Iraq on Feb. 5, when an improvised explosive device detonated near their Stryker
Engineer Squad Vehicle. The Soldier was assigned to the 562nd Engineer Company, 172nd
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Sgt. Jeremiah J. Boehmer, 22, of Parkston, S.D. Boehmer died in Al Husayniyah, Irag on
Feb. 5, when an improvised explosive device detonated near their Stryker Engineer Squad
Vehicle. The Soldier was assigned to the 562nd Engineer Company, 172nd Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Cpl. Orville Gerena, 21, of Virginia Beach, Va. Gerena died Feb. 6 from an improvised
explosive device while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in Hit, Iraq. He
was assigned to Battalion Landing Team, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 22" Marine
Expeditionary Unit, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. David S. Parr, 22, of Benson, N.C. Parr died Feb. 6 from an improvised
explosive device while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in Hit, Iraq. He
was assigned to Battalion Landing Team, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 22" Marine
Expeditionary Unit, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Petty Officer 3rd Class John T. Fralish, 30, of New Kingstown, Pa., died Feb. 6, when
enemy forces opened fire on a U.S. patrol northwest of Methar Lam in Laghman Province,
Afghanistan. Fralish was assigned to the 3™ Marine Division Detachment, Marine Corps Base
Hawaii, Kaneohe, Hawaii.

Spc. Patrick W. Herried, 29, of Sioux Falls, S.D., died in Rawah, Irag, on Feb. 6, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his Stryker military vehicle during patrol
operations. Herried was assigned to the Army's 4th Squadron, 14th Cavalry Regiment, 172nd
Stryker Brigade Combat Team, Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Cpl. Brandon S. Schuck, 21, of Safford, Ariz., died Feb. 6 from an improvised explosive
device while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in Baghdadi, Iraq. He was
assigned to the 8th Engineer Support Battalion, 2nd Marine Logistics Group, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Pfc. Jacob D. Spann, 21, of Columbus, Ohio, died Feb. 6 from wounds sustained as a result
of an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in
Hit, Iraq. He was assigned to Battalion Landing Team 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 22™
Marine Expeditionary Unit, || Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Steven L. Phillips, 27, of Chesapeake, Va., died Feb. 7 from a non-hostile
vehicle accident while conducting combat operations against enemy forces near Al Qaim, Iraq.
He was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 6™ Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C. The accident is under investigation.
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Spc. Roberto L. Martinez Salazar, 21, of Long Beach, Calif., died in Mosul, Iraq on Feb. 4,
when an improvised explosive device detonated near his up-armored HMMWYV during patrol
operations. Martinez Salazar was assigned to Company A, 14th Engineer Battalion, 555th
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Spc. Allen D. Kokesh Jr., 21, of Yankton, S. D., died at Brooke Army Medical Center in San
Antonio, Texas, on Feb. 7 of injuries sustained in Baghdad, Iraq, on Dec. 4 when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV. Kokesh was assigned to the Army
National Guard's 1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery, Yankton, S. D.

Pfc. Matthew L. Bertolino, 20, of Hampstead, N.H., died Feb. 9, when the vehicle he was
traveling in was involved in a rollover while operating as part of a combat patrol near
Jalalabad, Afghanistan. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division, Ill Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. The accident is
currently under investigation.

Pfc. Javier Chavez Jr., 19, of Cutler, Calif., died Feb. 9 from wounds received as a result of
an improvised explosive device while conducting combat operations near Fallujah, Iraq. He
was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During OIF the unit is attached to 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Cpl. Ross A. Smith, 21, of Wyoming, Mich., died Feb. 9 from an improvised explosive device
while conducting combat operations against enemy forces near Fallujah, lrag. He was
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, | Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif. During OIF the unit is attached to 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Petty Officer 3rd Class Nicholas Wilson, 25, of Newark Valley, N.Y., died Feb. 12 as a
result of an improvised explosive device in Al Anbar Province, Iraq. He was assigned to
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit Three, based in San Diego, Calif.

Spc. Felipe J. Garcia Villareal, 26, of Burke, Va., died at Washington Hospital Center in
Washington, D.C., on Feb. 12, of injuries sustained in Ramadi, Iraq on Feb. 9, when his tent
caught fire. Garcia Villareal was assigned to the 54th Engineer Battalion, 130th Engineer
Brigade, Warner Barracks, Bamberg, Germany. The incident is under investigation.

Lance Cpl. Michael S. Probst, 26, of Irvine, Calif., died Feb. 14 from an improvised
explosive device while conducting combat operations near Abu Ghraib, Iraq. He was assigned
to 1st Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division, | Marine Expeditionary Force, Twentynine Palms,
Calif. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, his unit was attached to 2nd Marine Division, Il Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward).

Page #4 Vietnam Veterans In Canada Page #4



Page #5 Meeting Agenda of the Vietnam Veterans In Canada Page #5

Cpl. Andrew J. Kemple, 23, of Cambridge, Minn., died in Tikrit, Iraq on Feb. 12, when his
HMMWYV came under small arms fire during combat operations. Kemple was assigned to the

3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division,
Fort Campbell, Ky.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 2387 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Perimeter Check (Sergeant At Arms)
Call to Order (Sergeant At Arms)

Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

Announcements and Acknowledgements

This meeting is to be chaired by 2" Vice President Keith Lang

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’'s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

Sergeant At Arms Remarks
(G. Flowers, USMC)

Service Officer's Remarks
(L. MacKay, USMC)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous VVIC General Meeting
Chief of Staff.

Not available

Administrative Items (S-1)
Veterans Affairs Update

Firebase Canada 20067

Conversation with Isaac:

Hi Woody
Good to be back in touch.

Page #6

The opportunity this summer presents is for very important sharing and healing work for both the war resisters
who came to Canada during the Vietham War and for Veterans of the Vietnam War. The opportunity, 30 plus

years later to share stories and learn about each others groups and also see learn how the violence affected both

groups can be very meaningful and important healing opportunity, not just for us individually but for the public as

well.
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Here are a few possibilities:

1. Our Way Home is bringing Vietnam Veteran, Robert Dungey, National Coalition Building Institute director for
Canada and a colleague of his from New York to lead the workshop you see below, Two Roads Taken: War
Resisters and Veterans, Healing the Effect of War Together. Robert Dungey and his co-facilitator have led NCBI
workshops in many different settings, including for the staff at Attica Prison in New York and with lots of other
groups. This will be a very meaningful, workshop for both groups (for both Veterans and War Resisters)

PLACE TIME EVENT

Two Roads Taken: War Resisters and Veterans, healing the effects
of war together - Day and a half workshop for Veterans and War
Resisters - facilitated by National Coalition Building Institute's
National Director for Canada, himself a Vietnam veteran. This
experiential workshop is for learning about each other's groups (War
Resisters and Veterans) and the impact the violence has had on their
lives. See Friday for morning session.

Brilliant Cultural 9:00am to
Center 4:00pm

Brilliant Cultural 12noon to

Center 1:00pm Saturday Lunch provided.

Friday, JULY 7
PLACE TIME EVENT

Two Roads Taken: War Resisters and veterans, healing the effects
of war together - Morning workshop - continuation of NCBI
facilitated event for War Resisters and Veterans.

Brilliant Cultural 9:00am to
Center 12noon

2. After the Friday NCBI Workshop (goes on Friday from 9am to 12 noon) , the opportunity of a join statement to
the press from Our Way Home and Vietnam Veterans in Canada at a 12 noon press conference.

3. We (Our Way Home Reunion and Vietnam Veterans in Canada) had discuss joining in hosting the Peace
Concert together, a Saturday eve event on July 8th. Our Way Home has booked and confirmed the following
performers:

Evening Peace Concert.
Brilliant Cultural 7:00pm to Performers: Bufty Sainte-Marie, Holly Near, Ronnie
Center 11:00pm Gilbert,

Khac Chi Vietnamese Ensemble and D.O.A.

Our Way Home Reunion has made the peace concert part of a weekend package for those attending the Our
Way Home Reunion weekend event. If Vietham Veterans in Canada would like to co-host the concert with us, we
could set aside 300 or 400 tickets out of the 1,100 for Veterans and their families, as well as for other folks in our
community, who would be paying just for the concert event separately. This would allow us to co-host the concert
together.

4. Security: Our Way Home would work to bring any disruptive "war resister" event related folks back to the
"circle of connection with our event and Vietnam Veterans would assist any disruptive veterans by bringing them
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back into the circle of connection with other veterans that weekend, de-escalating any potential conflict between
these two groups. This security work together is also symbolic of these two groups (war resisters and veterans
working together some 30 plus years after the conflict).

| think it would be a privilege and great opportunity for me, Our Way Home Reunion and our community of
supporters to work with Vietnam Veterans in Canada to model to the world that a group of men (and women), who
took different some thirty years ago, can now build a "bridge" to model reconciliation for all to learn from.

With deep interest,

Isaac Romano

Director

Our Way Home Reunion

Quartermaster Activities
(Senior Chief Mac Mcinnes, USN Ret)

Veteran Qutreach
Sinclair update

Constitutional Tweaks.

Attached Articles:

1. CARCINOGENS: Cancer risk increased for Vietnam vets who didn't spray Agent Orange
2. VA Nurse Investigated for 'Sedition’ for Criticizing Bush

New Business from the Floor:

The next General Meeting is 02 March 2006 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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CARCINOGENS: Cancer risk increased for Vietham vets
who didn't spray Agent Orange

Obesity, Fitness & Wellness Week
May 14, 2005

Even Vietnam veterans who were not involved in spraying Agent Orange experienced higher
levels of dioxin contamination, which is linked to an increased overall risk of cancer, reports a
new study.

The study, conducted by a group of U.S. Air Force and other researchers, analyzed cancer
rates among nearly 1500 Air Force veterans who served in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam
War, but did not actually spray Agent Orange or other herbicides. The men served as a
comparison group in a previous study of cancer risk in veterans of Operation Ranch Hand, the
unit responsible for spraying Agent Orange.

Even though they didn't work with Agent Orange, veterans in the comparison group had
significant blood levels of TCDD, the highly toxic dioxin contaminant of Agent Orange. The
current study was designed to assess whether low-level exposure to TCDD affected the later
risk of developing cancer.

Higher blood levels of TCDD were associated with higher rates of cancer in the years after
serving in Southeast Asia. For veterans with blood TCDD levels above the median, cancer risk
was 60% higher than for veterans with lower levels. The increased risk wasn't limited to any
specific type of cancer, although much of it was related to digestive and respiratory cancers
and of the skin cancer melanoma.

The findings were published in the Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine.

The study also looked at how length of service in Southeast Asia affected cancer risk.
Veterans whose time in Southeast Asia was above the median were more than twice as likely
to develop prostate cancer, compared to those with shorter tours of duty. Prostate cancer risk
was unrelated to TCDD level.

There was also a significant interaction between duration of service and dioxin contamination -
veterans who served longer in Southeast Asia tended to have higher blood levels of TCDD.
Cancer risk was highest for vets who spent more than 2 years in Southeast Asia and had
TCDD levels above the median.

TCDD and other dioxins have been linked to cancer and a wide range of other health
problems. A recent study found increased rates of cancer - specifically prostate cancer and
melanoma - in Air Force veterans who sprayed Agent Orange during the Vietnam War. That
study also suggested possible increases in cancer risk in the comparison group of Air Force
veterans who served in Southeast Asia but did not spray Agent Orange.
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The new results support the finding of increased cancer rates for veterans with higher TCDD
levels, even though they weren't directly exposed to Agent Orange. TCDD may promote the
development of cancer even at very low levels of exposure. Another possible explanation is
that blood TCDD levels reflect some other, unknown risk factor. The interaction between
cancer risk, TCDD levels and time served in Southeast Asia suggests that a combination of
factors are involved. More research will be needed, including longer follow-up of Vietnam-era
veterans and more detailed information on their individual tours of duty in Southeast Asia.

This article was prepared by Obesity, Fitness & Wellness Week editors from staff and other
reports. Copyright 2005, Obesity, Fitness & Wellness Week via NewsRx.com.
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VA Nurse Investigated for 'Sedition’ for Criticizing Bush
By Matthew Rothschild
The Progressive
Wednesday 08 February 2006

http://progressive.org/mag mc020806

Laura Berg is a clinical nurse specialist at the VA Medical Center in Albuquerque, where she has
worked for 15 years.

Shortly after Katrina, she wrote a letter to the editor of the weekly paper the Alibi criticizing the Bush
Administration.

After the paper published the letter in its September 15-21 issue, VA administrators seized her
computer, alleged that she had written the letter on that computer, and accused her of "sedition."

Here's what her letter said.

"l am furious with the tragically misplaced priorities and criminal negligence of this government,” it
began. "The Katrina tragedy in the US shows that the emperor has no clothes!" She mentioned that she
was "a VA nurse" working with returning vets. "The public has no sense of the additional devastating
human and financial costs of post-traumatic stress disorder," she wrote, and she worried about the
hundreds of thousands of additional cases that might result from Katrina and the lraq War.

"Bush, Cheney, Chertoff, Brown, and Rice should be tried for criminal negligence," she wrote. "This
country needs to get out of Iraq now and return to our original vision and priorities of caring for land and
people and resources rather than killing for oil. . . . We need to wake up and get real here, and act
forcefully to remove a government administration playing games of smoke and mirrors and vicious
deceit.

Otherwise, many more of us will be facing living hell in these times."

After her computer was seized, Berg wrote a memo to her bosses seeking information and an
explanation.

Mel Hooker, chief of the human resources management service at the Albuquerque VA, wrote Berg
back on November 9 and acknowledged that "your personal computer files did not contain the editorial
letter written to the editor of the weekly Alibi."

But rather than apologize, he leveled the sedition charge: "The Agency is bound by law to investigate
and pursue any act which potentially represents sedition," he said. "In your letter . . . you declared
yourself 'as a VA nurse' and publicly declared the Government which employs you to have 'tragically
misplaced priorities and criminal negligence' and advocated, 'act forcefully to remove a government
administration playing games of smoke and mirrors and vicious deceit.' "
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