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Viethnam Veterans In Canada
General Meeting (2006-07)

AGENDA 495

30 March 2006

British Columbia Regiment (DCO), Vancouver, B.C.

Ten Minute Warning

1920 Hours
(Sergeant At Arms)

Call to Order
1930 Hours
(Sergeant at Arms)

Moment of Silence

United States and Canadian Military Casualty Reports
Received since 16 March 2006

Staff Sgt. Joseph, R. Ray, 29, of Asheville, N.C. Ray died west of Asadabad, Afghanistan,
on March 12, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during

combat operations. He was assigned to the Army Reserve's 391st Engineer Battalion,
Asheville, N.C.

Sgt. Kevin D. Akins, 29, of Burnsville, N.C. Akins died west of Asadabad, Afghanistan, on
March 12, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during combat
operations. He was assigned to the Army Reserve's 391st Engineer Battalion, Asheville, N.C.

Sgt. Anton J. Hiett, 25, of Mount Airy, N.C. Hiett died west of Asadabad, Afghanistan, on
March 12, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during combat
operations. He was assigned to the Army Reserve's 391st Engineer Battalion, Greenville, S.C.

Spc. Joshua L. Hill, 24, of Fairmount, Ind. Hill died west of Asadabad, Afghanistan, on

March 12, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during combat
operations. He was assigned to the Army Reserve's 391st Engineer Battalion, Asheville, N.C.
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Staff Sgt. Bryan A. Lewis, 32, of Bunkie, La., died north of Rustamiyah, Iraq, on March 13,
when an improvised device detonated near his HMMWYV during a convoy operations. Lewis
was assigned to the 519th Military Police Battalion, 49th Military Police Brigade, Fort Polk La.

Staff Sgt. Marco, A. Silva, 27, of Alva, Fla. Silva died near Ar Ramadi, Iraq on March 13,
when he came under small arms fire and an improvised explosive device detonated during
combat operations. He was assigned to the Army's 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry, 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Sgt. Corey A. Dan, 22, of Norway, Maine. Dan died near Ar Ramadi, Iraq on March 13, when
he came under small arms fire and an improvised explosive device detonated during combat
operations. He was assigned the Army's 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Pfc. Angelo A. Zawaydeh, 19, of San Bruno, Calif., died in Baghdad, Irag on March 15,
when his traffic control point came under mortar attack during combat operations. Zawaydeh
was assigned to the Army's 2" Battalion, 502nd Infantry, 2nd Brigade, 101st Airborne Division
(Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Sgt. Amanda N. Pinson, 21, of St. Louis, Mo. Pinson died in Tikrit, Iraq, on Mar. 16, when a
mortar round detonated. Pinson was assigned to the 101st Military Intelligence Detachment,
501st Special Troops Battalion, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Spc. Carlos M. Gonzalez, 22, of Middletown, N.Y. Gonzalez died in Tikrit, Irag, on Mar. 16,
when a mortar round detonated. Gonzalez was assigned to the 101st Military Intelligence
Detachment, 501st Special Troops Battalion, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort
Campbell, Ky.

Staff Sgt. Ricardo Barraza, 24, of Shafter, Calif. Barraza died in Ar Ramadi, Irag, on March
18, when they came under small arms fire by enemy forces during combat operations. He was
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 75" Ranger Regiment, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. Dale G. Brehm, 23, of Turlock, Calif. Brehm died in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, on March 18,
when they came under small arms fire by enemy forces during combat operations. He was
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 75" Ranger Regiment, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Pfc. Amy A. Duerksen, 19, of Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., died in Baghdad, Irag, on
March 11, from a non-combat related injury. Duerksen was assigned to the 4th Combat
Support Battalion, 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Spc. Antoine J. McKinzie, 25, of Indianapolis, Ind., died in Baghdad, Iraq, on March 21,
when his HMMWYV came under enemy small arms fire during combat operations. McKinzie
was assigned to the 4th Battalion, 27" Field Artillery Regiment, 1st Armored Division,
Baumholder, Germany.
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Staff Sgt. Brock A. Beery, 30, of White House, Tenn., died in Habbaniyah, Iraq on March
23, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his LMTV followed by enemy small
arms fire during combat operations. Beery was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd
Battalion, 123rd Armor Regiment, Bowling Green, Ky.

Sgt 1st Class Randy D. McCaulley, 44, Indiana, Pa., died in Habbaniyah, Iraq on March 23,
when his dismounted patrol came under enemy small arms fire during combat operations.
McCaulley was assigned to the Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 110th Infantry, 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 28" Infantry Division, Indiana, Pa.

Staff Sgt. Christopher L. Robinson, 36, Brandon, Miss., died in Sangain District,
Afghanistan on March 25, when his HMMWV came under enemy small arms fire during
combat operations. Robinson was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 20th
Special Forces Group, Jackson, Miss.

Spc. Frederick A. Carlson, 25, Bethlehem, Pa., died in Taggadum, Irag on March 25, from a
non-combat related cause. Carlson was assigned to the Army National Guard's 228th Forward
Support Battalion, 2nd Battalion, 28 Infantry Division, Bethlehem, Pa. The incident is under
investigation.

Pte. Robert Costall, 22, Namao, Alberta, was killed after a vicious firefight with Taliban
insurgents on 27 March when insurgents attacked them with mortars, a rocket-propelled
grenade and small arms fire. The action took place in Helmand Province, about 110 km
northwest of Kandahar. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry.

Sgt. Michael D. Rowe, 23, New Port Richey, Fla., died in Rutbah, Iraq on March 28, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his HMMWYV during combat operations. Rowe
was assigned to the 46th Engineer Battalion, Warrior Brigade, Fort Polk, La.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 2461 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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Perimeter Check (Sergeant At Arms)
Call to Order (Sergeant At Arms)

Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

Announcements and Acknowledgements

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC)

Our last meeting was indeed a historical meeting. It was the first joint meeting of American
Legion Post 75, Department of Washington and the VVIC.

Almost all of us understand the main purpose of this joint venture is the very survival of both
entities as active units in the never ending struggle for the Veteran Community at large. Itis in
our interest to look after the interests of our fraternal allies.

In another century it might be called “circling the wagons”, “beating feet into the Alamo”, or
perhaps, going back further still to the roots of who we all are at heart, “digging in on Bunker
Hill”.

Those of us with any comprehension of current events can see that the future will hold many
struggles for Veterans. It is even possible that you will witness a clawing back of benefits in a
manner unimaginable just a few short years ago. It may even come cloaked in the fiscal
necessity of the moment when economics forces a nation to curtail “sacred cow” programs. It
does not matter for the purposes of this editorial, the reasons why these things may come to
pass, or who or what caused it all, | just want to point out to each of you Veterans, and those
who care about us, the importance of working together.

But whatever you call it, to be perfectly accurate, the actual blending of two very different
organizations into a single meeting, is a bit like, ....well..... dogs sniffing assholes. You know
what the scene is when two packs of dogs collide. Well..........

First there is the VVIC. There are historical reasons why it has been referred to as the
“Mongol Horde”. Consider the roots: A group of U.S. Vietnam Veterans living in Canada,
many plagued by the experience, with no one to stand up for them (that they knew about)
wandering aimlessly in the rice paddies of their pasts suddenly meet up. So we formed our
own group. We took no crap from anyone and we got a lot done. Many lives have been
positively altered by the fact that we stood up — first for ourselves — and learning from the
bruises acquired in the process we carried that fight forward for other Veterans, not just
Vietnam Veterans, for twenty years. Personally, | have no idea how we survived it all. But we
did.
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Our colours have been flapping in the breeze for two decades.
We have a history that is one to be proud of.
Some of the troops are real sensitive to that.

And of course we are not very formal.
Nope.
Never much pomp and circumstance in our meetings.

We do however honor every Canadian, American, and U.K. Veteran who has died in the
period of time between our meetings.

However, the Legion is, traditionally, much more formal.
They have a certain fixed way of doing things.

In the Preamble they have the words “to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent
Americanism”, for example.

Some people find that troubling.

Some people find that offensive.

Some people want to know what the hell “to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent
Americanism” means. Especially at this time and place in history.

It is important to note what a different group we are.

Our membership is made up of Canadian born citizens who fought for the United States but
who are very loyal citizens of Canada. Some mention of the Queen might be in order. What
kind of chant is this Americanism to them?

Our membership is made up of people who hold active citizenships in both countries. Yes,
that is allowed. The government long ago recognized that certain people’s lives transcend
national borders. This group plans on keeping both sides honest so no one gets 100 percent
of any loyalty. This chant doesn’t fit them.

Our membership is made up of people who were U.S. citizens but now think of themselves as
citizens of Canada. This is the last crop of individuals who are going to buy into that chant.
Do | need remind anyone that their service to the U.S. is every bit as much honorable and
replete with valour as anyone else’s?

Our membership is made up of people who were born in the U.S., grew up in the U.S_, still live
in the U.S., and who are offended by the very presence of the words “100 percent
Americanism”.

Our membership is made up of people who were born in the U.S., now live in Canada, never
became Canadians and who love that stuff. It would appear that they are in the minority. |

can not resist the editorial cheap shot of pointing out that they are also the same bunch that

following a good Prussian meal would feel like marching east to Poland or something.
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Of course, in the quest for truth, we also have members who are from the planet Zork and who
bay at the moon on a regular basis. They may or may not chant that stuff depending on the
position of the mother ship.

The point is that a debate has arisen following the last meeting.
And debates are good.
They are the oil of democracy.

Debates such as these are the tools with which you, my Brother Veterans, will decide your
group’s future.

Be wise.

| am placing Commander O’Malley’s email to our list below my remarks in order that you
understand his position. It is my opinion that he feels as | do in that our working together is in
our joint interest. He, and his staff, are not inflexible men.

We should not be inflexible either.

In conclusion, let me just hair ball up the point that my Wife and | are off to pursue a life long
dream in a few days. Although we expect to be in touch by email, this issue is one that you
gentlemen need resolve on your own.

To that end, effective the close of business tonight, | appoint 1% Vice President Ken Payne,
USN, as Acting President, until the opening of business at the 497" General meeting in May.
If for some reason we do not get back, or we do not come back, the Constitution provides any
remedy needed.

Be wise.
Be gentle with one another.
Be respectful of the Legion and their reaching out to us — and us to them.

It is about survival.
Living to fight another day.

Woody

American Legion Post 75 Commander’s printed remarks

First of all | want to thank Steve O'Grady, Ed St Clair, Jim Johnson, Archie Mclnnes, Mark
Thomson, Rupe and Woody for sharing these problems with me and the Post. | have taken a

keen interest in what you have said and | have already talked to other Post executive officers
about making changes and we will.
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On the 16th of March, both President Woody Carmack and | (Post Commander) made opening
remarks on our first joint meeting. | did say that the Post was not inflexible, that we could
change items in the way that we run the Post meeting and that comments were welcomed.
Thank you all for the comments.

We went through basically the whole format of the regular Post meeting on purpose to
demonstrate the Post meeting and obtain feedback. We had anticipated changing a few
items such as adding reading the list of the casualties to the start of the Post meeting, maybe
some seating arrangement changes, and the meeting dues (for covering the bar tender). The
two items that Steve O'Grady's email first pointed out seem to be the only items actually being
commented on and they are the wearing of the Legion caps and recital of the "Preamble to the
Constitution of the American Legion".

Covers:

Although these two items are in the standard guide for regular post meetings, | would say we
can do the meetings without wearing the Legion caps. Our Adjutant, Ted Snow, pointed out
that we sometimes get a visit from a delegation from Department of Washington or one of the
other close by Posts and they will probably have something to say about not wearing caps at
the meeting. | said that we will just have to tell them that this is the way it is in the NCO

Mess. I'm sorry, we did not think it disrespectful to wear caps for the meeting as it is part of
the Legion's regular ceremony. But now that it has been brought up as a problem we will
deal with it - no covers.

Reciting the "Preamble™:

Larry Reid is a Canadian, a VVIC member and our Post Service Officer. He had already
mentioned to me last year that he was uncomfortable with the phrasing "To uphold and defend
the constitution of the United States of America- to foster and perpetuate a one hundred
percent Americanism” in the preamble to the American Legion Constitution. Also, Woody
wrote "By the way, what is "100 percent Americanism'? Why do | shudder to think how that
might be interpreted?”

The "preamble” was written back in 1919 by the doughboys that fought in the war to end all
wars and founded the Legion. From what | have read, those men were not really happy about
having to go to Europe to fight the Europeans' wars. | believe that when they said they wanted
to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism that one of the things they were
saying was the same policy that kept us out of WWII until we were attacked.

| also checked the American Legion Officers Guide and the Legion web site
(http://www._legion.org/) to find what is written about "Americanism". The web site deals with
the Flag and Flag Code, the Pledge of Allegiance and similar links. The Officers Guide has
this definition for standing committees on Americanism:

Purpose: To inspire patriotism and good citizenship through patriotic observances, patriotic
and civic instruction in schools, helping aliens become US citizens, information on anti-
American propaganda, youth activities such as Boys Scouts, Boys State, Oratorical contests,
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Scholl Award Medals, baseball, flag etiquette, and other similar community services as well as
provide a listing of available scholarships through the "Need A Lift" booklet.

Since | am now a Canadian too (a dual citizen) | have thought about what Larry said. Article
4 of the American Legion Constitution (Eligibility) allows membership for all who served in the
US Forces during times of war (and US citizens who served with allied forces), so | would think
this question must have been brought up before. Therefore, | have contacted one of the
American Legion groups called F.O.D.P.A.L. It is an association that represents American
Legion Posts and Departments outside of the USA. Hopefully | can get an answer from them
as how it may be handled.

It does seem incongruous to be reciting the Preamble to the Constitution of The American
Legion in the midst of a Canadian army installation. There are a couple of other items in the
regular meeting ceremony, such as the pledge of allegiance, that Post 75 has been
leaving out for as many years as | have been a member; so, | think we can change our
opening around a bit. Executive members Harold Gillespie, Larry Reid, Ted Snow and |
all agree.

The question we all need to think about right now is should Canadians be excused from
reciting the preamble, OR should we drop the preamble from the opening, OR attempt
to modify the wording to conform to our membership base? On the other hand, all guests
are automatically excused from reciting the preamble and that would include all members of
the VVIC that are not members of the American Legion.

Further feedback would be appreciated.

Tom O’Malley,
Commander, American Legion Post 75

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’'s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

Sergeant At Arms Remarks
(G. Flowers, USMC)

Service Officer's Remarks
(L. MacKay, USMC)

General Collection
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Minutes of the previous VVIC General Meeting
Chief of Staff.

General Meeting #494-Held on the 16th of March 2006 at the B.C. R. in Vancouver, B.C.
VVIC President W. Carmack Chaired the meeting.

The VVIC sign-in sheet recorded 21 people present for the meeting. Most were VVIC and American
Legion members. Also present were Family Member S. Carmack, Associate VVIC member B.
Montgomery, Vietnam Era Veteran Danny Koch and his partner Carollyne McCready and B. O’Malley,
wife of legion Commander Tom O’Malley..

A moment of silence was observed and the names of 16 deceased U.S. Military Service
Personnel officially listed as casualties were honoured aloud.

Attachments and Handouts:

: Agenda #494.

Canada Trust statement of Account to Chiet of Staff.

Support for Canadian Troops Overseas- Paul Villeneuve, Nat. Def. Headquarters, Ottawa.
Incumbents Out-Charlie Reece, King Features Synd.

American Legion Post 75 Order of Business and preamble to the Constitution of the American
Legion.

SELND

Announcements and Acknowledgements:

At this time USMC Veteran Pvt. Danny Koch was presented with the U.S. National Defense Service
Medal. It should be noted that Pvt. Koch is not a Vietnam veteran. This medal was authorized on 12
Nov. 1970 but never awarded to Danny.

VVIC President Carmack's remarks: Very happy with the turnout for this general meeting which
happens to be a historic occasion because the VVIC and American Legion Post 75 meetings are for the

first time, being held together at the same location.

American Legion Post Commander Tom O'Malley's Remarks: also expresses thanks to all those in
attendance on this occasion.

VVIC 2nd Vice President K. Lang's remarks: will be off to Europe on the 15th of May for a bicycle
tour. Also brings to our attention the effects of antibiotics on children.

Administrative Items:

1: An affirmation from both VVIC and The American Legion of their support for Canadian and
American troops deployed in harm's way.
2: VVIC member Jim Johnson discusses arrangements that can be made to acquire salmon for the

purpose of sending it to the troops overseas. Idea very popular with all members in attendance and Jim is
to undertake the task of making arrangements to get this project underway.
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