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Sgt. Courtland A. Kennard, 22, of Starkville, Miss. Kennard died in Baghdad, Irag, on Nov.
9 after an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. He was assigned to the
Army's 410th Military Police Company, 720th Military Police Battalion, 89th Military Police
Brigade, Fort Hood, Texas.

Staff Sgt. Gregory W. G. McCoy, 26, of Webberville, Mich. McCoy died in Baghdad, Iraq,
on Nov. 9 after an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. He was assigned
to the Army's 410th Military Police Company, 720th Military Police Battalion, 89th Military
Police Brigade, Fort Hood, Texas.

Sgt. Bryan K. Burgess, 35, of Garden City, Mich., died Nov. 9 while conducting combat
operations in Al Anbar province, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces Reserve's 1st
Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Perrysburg, Ohio.

1st Lt. Michael A. Cerrone, 24, of Clarksville, Tenn. Cerrone died Nov. 12 in Samarra, Iraq,
of injuries suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during
combat operations. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Pfc. Harry A. Winkler lll, 32, of Clarksville, Tenn. Winkler died Nov. 12 in Samarra, Iraq, of
injuries suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during
combat operations. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment,
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Lance Cpl. Kristopher C. Warren, 19, of Resaca, Ga., died Nov. 9 from a non-hostile
incident in Al Anbar province, Iraq. He was assigned to 4th Battalion, 14th Marine Regiment,
4th Marine Division, Chattanooga, Tenn. The incident is currently under investigation.

Lance Cpl. Timothy W. Brown, 21, of Sacramento, Calif., died Nov. 14 while conducting
combat operations in Al Anbar province, Iraq. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Lance Cpl. Michael D. Scholl, 21, of Lincoln, Neb., died Nov. 14 from wounds sustained
while conducting combat operations in Al Anbar province, Iraqg. He was assigned to 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe
Bay, Hawaii.

Lance Cpl. Mario D. Gonzalez, 21, of La Puente, Calif., died Nov. 14 while conducting
combat operations in Al Anbar province, Iraq. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marine
Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Pfc. Daniel J. Allman Il, 20, of Canon, Ga. Allman died Nov. 13 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during combat
operations. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, Schweinfurt, Germany.
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Pfc. Jang H. Kim, 20, of Placentia, Calif. Kim died Nov. 13 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during combat
operations. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, Schweinfurt, Germany.

Col. Thomas H. Felts Sr., 45, of Sandston, Va. Felts died Nov. 14 in Baghdad, Iraq, of
injuries suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during
combat operations. He was assigned to the Command and General Staff College, School of
Advanced Military Studies, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.

Spc. Justin R. Garcia, 26, of EImhurst, N.Y. Garcia died Nov. 14 in Baghdad, Iraq, of
injuries suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during
combat operations. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. 1st Class Tung M. Nguyen, 38, of Tracy, Calif., died Nov. 14 in Baghdad, Iraq, of
injuries suffered when his unit came in contact with enemy forces using small arms fire during
combat operations. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group, Fort
Bragg, N.C.

Spc. Eric G. Palacios Rivera, 21, of Atlantic City, N.J., died Nov. 14 in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, of
injuries suffered when his unit came in contact with enemy forces using small arms fire during
combat operations. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, Schweinfurt, Germany.

Sgt. 1st Class Schuyler B. Haynes, 40, of New York. Haynes died Nov. 15 in Baquba, Iraq,
of injuries suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during
combat operations. He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Spc. Mitchel T. Mutz, 23, of Falls City, Texas. Mutz died Nov. 15 in Baquba, Iraq, of injuries
suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during combat
operations. He was assigned to 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

Capt. Rhett W. Schiller, 26, of Wisconsin, died Nov. 16 in Balad Ruz, Iraq, of injuries
suffered when his unit came in contact with enemy forces using small arms fire during combat
operations. He was assigned to the 5th Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Cpt. John R. Dennison, 24, of ljamsville, MD, died on Nov. 15 in Balad, Iraq, as a result of

small arms fire. Dennison was assigned to 5th Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.
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Lance Cpl. Jeremy S. Shock, 22, of Tiffin, Ohio, died Nov. 19 from wounds suffered while
conducting combat operations in Al Anbar province, Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Forces
Reserve's 1st Battalion, 24th Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, Perrysburg, Ohio.

Spc. Bradley N. Shilling, 22, of Stanwood, Mich., died Nov. 18 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during combat

operations. Shilling was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 125th Infantry Regiment (Mechanized),
Big Rapids, Mich.

This brings the total U.S. deaths to 3058 plus those who died prior to 29 May 2003.
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VVIC Meeting

Perimeter Check (Sergeant At Arms)
Call to Order (Sergeant At Arms)

Introduction of Scheduled Guests, New Members, and Visitors

Announcements and Acknowledgements

President’s Remarks
(W. Carmack, USMC)

1% Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(K. Lang, AUS)

Chief of Staff’'s Remarks
(S. O'Grady, AUS)

Acting Treasurer’s Remarks
(L. Reid, AUS)

Sergeant At Arms Remarks
(G. Flowers, USMC)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous VVIC General Meeting
Chief of Staff.

VVIC General Meeting #511 was held on 9 Nov. 2006 at the BCR in Vancouver, B.C. VVIC President
W. Carmack chaired the meeting.

14 People signed and includes Dave Holwill, VVIC Associate & BCR barkeep, Family Member S.
Carmack, guests Matt Clifton, Carollyne McCready, Darlene Fox and Vietnam era Marine Vet Danny
Koch.

Moment of Silence and the names of 51 U.S. Military Service Casualties read out which included one
Canadian who was serving in the U.S. Army.

Attachments and Handouts;
1: Agenda #511.
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Noted that the VVIC Constitution will have to be modified to include the Quartermaster and Finance
Officer on the Board of Directors.

Voting to fill these offices will take place at the VVIC Annual general meeting Nov.23rd at the BCR.
Special Resolutions to be put forward on Nov. 23rd.
2007-01... to pledge our support for all allied troops.

-02... in support of the war in Irag- note this will not be on the ballot.

-03... against the war in Iraq- this also will not be on the ballot.

-04... pulling the VVIC membership in the " National Vietnam and Gulf War Vets Coalition".

-05 ...modify the VVIC Constitution and bylaws to reflect the current situation.

Meeting Adjourned at 20:50. Next meeting is on the 23rd of Nov. 2006 at the BCR at the usual time of
19:30 sharp.

Steve O'Grady,
Chief of Staff.

Finance Report
Acting Treasurer

1. Report of Dues paid for 2007 in order to validate participation in the AGM.

Administrative Items (S-1)

1. Remembrance Day Attendance Report
2. Gerry’'s VFW Membership application (Saipan)

Legislation Update

AGM New Business:

Nominations for 2007-2008 Board of Directors

President; Don Sinclair, AUS

1st Vice President: Gerry Flowers, USMC
2nd Vice President: Tom O'Malley, AUS
Chief of Staff: Steve O'Grady
Master At Arms: Ken Payne, USN
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Air Force Pilot Missing in Action from Vietham War is
Identified

NEWS RELEASES from the United States Department of Defense
November 09, 2006

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced today that the remains of a U.S.
Air Force officer missing in action from the Vietnam War have been identified and are being returned to his family
for burial with full military honors.

He is Col. Charles J. Scharf of San Diego. His funeral is scheduled for Nov. 30 at Arlington National Cemetery
near Washington D.C.

Col Scharf and a fellow crew member took off in their F-4C Phantom lls from Ubon Royal Thai Air Force Base in
Thailand on October 1, 1965. Their mission was to attack an enemy concentration and a major highway in North
Vietnam. After the lead aircraft developed problems en route, Scharf assumed the lead of the two other F-4s in
the flight. After he completed two bombing runs, Scharf's aircraft was hit by enemy fire. His radio transmission of
"Mayday, Mayday, Mayday" was heard by the other two aircraft. One radioed "Gator 3 (Scharf's call sign), you're
on fire, you'd better get out! Bail out, Gator 3!" Scharf's plane began to disintegrate and a parachute was seen
leaving the aircraft.

The other two aircraft lost sight of the parachute, and circled the area for about 10 minutes where Scharf's aircraft
had crashed and burned but no radio or visual contact was made then nor in subsequent aerial search and
rescue operations.

In January 1990, the Socialist Republic of Vietham (S.R.V.) provided information to U.S. officials indicating two
men were buried near their crash site, but that one had been washed away during flooding. Within a month, a
joint U.S.-S.R.V. team, led by the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), interviewed three witnesses to
the crash and located scattered wreckage at the site. The 1992 excavation of that site yielded human remains, a
dental prosthesis, numerous personal effects including the rank insignia of Scharf's fellow crewman. A second
joint excavation in 1993 recovered additional artifacts, but no remains.

A third excavation in 2004 recovered additional evidence including pilot-related life-support artifacts, a metal
captain's insignia (Scharf's rank at the time) and a plastic denture tooth.

Among dental records and other forensic tools and circumstantial evidence, scientists from JPAC and the Armed
Forces DNA ldentification Laboratory (AFDIL) also attempted to use mitochondrial DNA from a known maternal
relative to establish the identification. However, the tests were inconclusive. From Scharf's widow, they obtained a
number of envelopes containing letters he had sent to her during the war. AFDIL specialists were able to extract
mitochondrial DNA from the gummed adhesive on those envelopes, and JPAC was able to confirm the
identification. JPAC's detailed analysis of the debris and other evidence concluded that the parachute sighted was
the F-4C's drag parachute.

For additional information on the Defense Department's mission to account for missing Americans, visit the
DPMO web site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo or call (703) 699-1169.
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January 3, 2007 Should be “Veterans Day”

The day the 110th Congress is sworn in should be a day of rejoicing for
America’s veterans

by Larry Scott

For six years America’s veterans have heard one story and lived another. The Jekyll &
Hyde, Republican-controlled Congress loudly proclaimed their support of veterans
while voting their cost-cutting political agenda. There was little, if any, Congressional
oversight as the Republican political appointees who run the Department of Veterans’
Affairs (VA) knowingly requested inadequate healthcare budgets and implemented a
program that prevented hundreds of thousands of qualified veterans from even
enrolling for benefits.

Yes, January 3, 2007 should be Veterans Day, for just one year, anyway. The day the
110th Congress is sworn in will mark the demise of two of the most controversial
Chairmen on Capitol Hill.

Rep. Steve Buyer (R-IN), will no longer be the Chairman of the House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs. Buyer handily won re-election in Indiana’s ultra-conservative 4th
District without the endorsement of any major veterans’ group.

Sen. Larry Craig (R-ID), will no longer Chair the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.
Craig was not up for re-election. His term ends in 2008.

These two Chairmen, while tasked with the care of America’s veterans, have rightfully
earned the contempt of their charges. While | doubt there will be dancing in the streets
or free beer at American Legion and VFW halls, veterans will surely breathe a sigh of
relief as new leadership comes to the Veterans’ Committees.

Rep. Buyer has turned his two-year tenure chairing the House Vets’ Committee into a
living hell for veterans. Buyer tried to redefine who is a veteran. He claimed the intent of
Congress was that only disabled and indigent veterans should be eligible for VA
benefits. He pushed for a VA run by political appointees and not healthcare and
business professionals. He locked-out veterans’ service organizations from meaningful
input into the VA budget process. His list of transgressions is long and hurtful to those
who have served their country.

Sen. Craig runs a close second to Buyer. Craig has said the VA has too much money
and has gone out of his way to obstruct additional funding for veterans’ healthcare. He
has deliberately confused the issue of unemployed and unemployable veterans and
pushed the VA to find jobs for those veterans already deemed unable to work because
of physical and/or emotional disabilities. Craig, along with Buyer, will NOT be missed.
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The view ahead for veterans is much brighter. On tap to Chair the House Vets’
Committee is Democratic Rep. Bob Filner of California. Filner endeared himself to all
veterans when he took the VA to task for losing a laptop computer that contained the
personal information of over 26 million former service members. Filner, in front of
rolling cameras, pointed at VA officials and yelled, “You guys f***ed it up! Stop covering
your ass and figure it out.” Filner is known as a strong veterans’ advocate in the House.

In the Senate, Democratic Sen. Daniel Akaka of Hawaii should take the chair of the Vets’
Committee. Akaka has long been known as a defender of veterans’ rights and has an
impeccable voting record on veterans’ issues. (The appointments of Filner and Akaka
are not etched in stone and there is a possibility of some political maneuvering that
could put other Democratic Members in the seats.)

Together, Filner and Akaka will provide much-needed Congressional oversight of a VA
crammed with Republican political appointees. The current Secretary of Veterans’
Affairs is Jim Nicholson, former Chairman of the Republican National Committee. This
is Nicholson’s only qualification to run the agency charged with the care of the nation’s
24-plus million veterans.

Nicholson’s mistakes read like Chapter One of “Bad Management for Dummies.” He
allowed the loss of massive amounts of veterans’ data by not implementing tight
information technology controls. He colluded with the White House to accept
inadequate VA budgets and was caught by the Government Accountability Office
(GAO). He did not distribute over $100 million in funds earmarked for veterans’ mental
health needs and was again nabbed by the GAO. And, his most blatant transgression is
his constant claim that the VA is “well-funded and well-staffed” while veterans wait
months and years for necessary mental health and medical appointments.
(Documentation of all Buyer, Craig and Nicholson facts available at VA Watchdog dot
Org, on the web at: http://www.vawatchdog.org )

A recent editorial in the Houston Chronicle stated: "Treating and supporting our
veterans is a non-negotiable cost of war.” The Republican-controlled Congress did not
get this message. Many veterans got mad and voted for change, along with the rest of
the country. Although | have seen no statistical breakdown on how veterans voted,
anecdotal evidence indicates many former service members crossed party lines to vote
in a Democratic Congress.

The challenges facing a Democratically-controlled Congress are legion. The Veterans’
Committees are no exception. They must work to ensure a properly-funded VA where
veterans are not turned away or told to wait for necessary healthcare. The cost will be in
the billions of dollars and these expenditures must be supported by the American
people. They must provide oversight of a VA system paralyzed by incompetent political
appointees. And, Congress must hope and pray that President Bush doesn’t find his
veto pen.
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Widows Sue Over Wicca Symbol

Associated Press | November 14, 2006
MADISON, Wis. - The widows of two Wiccan combat veterans sued the government Monday,
saying the military has dragged its feet on allowing the religion's symbols on headstones.

The Department of Veterans Affairs allows military families to choose any of 38 authorized
headstone images. The list includes commonly recognized symbols for Christianity, Buddhism,
Islam and Judaism, as well as those for smaller religions such as Sufism Reoriented,
Eckiankar and the Japanese faith Seicho-No-le.

The Wiccan pentacle, a five-pointed star surrounded by a circle, is not on the list, an omission
the widows say is unconstitutional.

Wiccans worship the Earth and believe they must give to the community. Some consider
themselves "white," or good, witches, pagans or neo-pagans. Approximately 1,800 active-duty
service members identify themselves as Wiccans, according to 2005 Defense Department
statistics.

The lawsuit was filed by four plaintiffs: Roberta Stewart, whose husband, Nevada National
Guard Sgt. Patrick Stewart, was killed in combat in Afghanistan last year; Karen DePolito,
whose husband, Jerome Birnbaum, is a Korean War veteran who died last year; Circle
Sanctuary, a Wisconsin-based Wiccan church; and Isis Invicta Military Mission, a California-
based Wiccan and pagan congregation serving military personnel.

It claims that the VA has made "excuse after excuse" for more than nine years for not
approving the symbol and that by doing so, it has trampled on the plaintiffs' constitutional rights
of freedom of speech, religion and due process.

Circle Sanctuary and Stewart began calling in 1997 for the VA to allow the symbol's use.

Americans United for Separation of Church and State, a Washington, D.C.-based group
representing the plaintiffs in court, is seeking an order compelling the VA to make a decision.

"After asking the VA on a number of occasions to stop its unfair treatment of Wiccans in the
military, we have no alternative but to seek justice in the courts,” said the Rev. Barry Lynn, the
group's executive director.

The lawsuit was filed in U.S. District Court in Madison and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit in Washington.

In memos and letters cited by the lawsuit, Lindee L. Lenox, director of memorial programs for

the veterans agency, said the government was reviewing the process for evaluating and
approving new emblems and would not accept new applications until the review was complete.
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The VA issued a statement Monday that outlined the procedure under way to create uniform
standards under which new symbols can be accepted, but did not comment on the lawsuit
itself.

Stewart said she wants the lawsuit to send a message that the government can't pick and
choose which faiths appear on headstones.

"I'm hoping it's going to open the door to allow other pagan faiths to be approved,” Stewart
said.

Attorneys for Americans United argued in legal papers that it makes no sense for Wiccans to
be excluded, saying that the Army allows Wiccan Soldiers to list their faith on dog tags, that
Wiccan organizations are allowed to hold services on military installations and that the Army
Chaplains Handbook includes an explanation of the religion.

Copyright 2006 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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