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1°' Vice President’s Remarks
(G. Flowers, USMC)

2" Vice President’s Remarks
(T. O’'Malley)

Chief of Staff’'s Remarks
(S. O’'Grady, AUS)

Master At Arms Remarks
(K. Payne, USN)

General Collection

Minutes of the previous meeting
Finance Officer’'s Report

1. Final 2006 Annual Financial Report

This is the final report due from Year 2006. When former
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President Carmack transferred the records to then Acting Finance

Officer Reid a report was issue to, and endorsed by, the

membership at General Meeting 505 of 17 August 2006. We

wait, with bated breath, the final report on 2006.

Intelligence Officer’s Report

Note 1: The 40&8 is an invitation-only honor society within the American Legion. If you
have showed dedication and service above and beyond over a number of years you can be
invited to join. It stands for WWI boxcars in France that could carry 40 troops or 8 mules.

(Source: Sgt. Maj. Herb F.)
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Service Officer’s Report

1. P. Knauth, AUS
2. C. Ricard, AUS
3. R. Harper, USMC

Inspector General’s Report
Quartermaster’s Report

Legislative matters:

H.R.0089: A hill to amend title 10, United States Code, to extend eligibility for combat-
related special compensation (CRSC) paid to certain uniformed services retirees who are
retired under chapter 61 of such title with fewer than 20 years of creditable service.
Sponsor: Rep Bilirakis, Gus M. [FL-9] (introduced 1/4/07). Cosponsors (9). To support
thisbill and/or contact your Representative refer to
http://capwiz.com/moaalissues/bills/?bil1=9240191.

H.R.0243: A hill to amend title 10, United States Code, to provide for the payment of
Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) to members of the Armed Forces retired
for disability with less than 20 years of active military service who were awarded the
Purple Heart. Sponsor: Rep Weller, Jerry [IL-11] (introduced 1/5/07). Cosponsors
(None).

H.R.0303: A hill to amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain additional
retired members of the Armed Forces who have a service-connected disability to receive
both disability compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability
and either retired pay by reason of their years of military service or Combat-Related
Special Compensation (CRSC) and to eliminate the phase-in period under current law
with respect to such concurrent receipt. Sponsor: Rep Bilirakis, Gus M. [FL-9]
(introduced 1/5/07). Cosponsors (17). To support this bill and/or contact your
Representative refer to http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/bills/?0il1=9240026

H.R.0333: A hill to amend title 10, United States Code, to permit retired members of the
Armed Forces who have a service-connected disability rated less than 50% to receive
concurrent payment of both retired pay and veterans' disability compensation, to
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eliminate the phase-in period for concurrent receipt, to extend eligibility for concurrent
receipt and combat-related special compensation to chapter 61 disability retirees with less
than 20 years of service, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep Marshall, Jim [GA-8]
(introduced 1/9/07). Cosponsors (7). To support this bill and/or contact your
Representative refer to http://capwiz.com/usdr/issues/al ert/?al ertid=9226426& type=ML

H.R.0402: A hill to amend title 38, United States Code, to provide for annual cost-of-
living adjustments (COLA) to be made automatically by law each year in the rates of
disability compensation for veterans with service-connected disabilities and the rates of
dependency and indemnity compensation for survivors of certain service-connected
disabled veterans. Sponsor: Rep Knollenberg, Joe [MI1-9] (introduced 1/11/07).
Cosponsors (11)

S.0067: A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to permit former members of the
Armed Forces who have a service-connected disability rated as total to travel on military
aircraft in the same manner and to the same extent as retired members of the Armed
Forces are entitled to travel on such aircraft. Sponsor: Sen. Inouye, Danidl K. [HI]
(introduced 1/4/07). Cosponsors (2).

S.0439: A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of
the uniformed services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability
compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either
retired pay by reason of their years of military service or Combat-Related Special
Compensation. Sponsor: Sen. Reid, Harry [NV] (introduced 1/31/07). Cosponsors (12).

Administrative Iltems:

1. Appointments
2. 40&8
3.  VVIC email contacts points and spam.

Old Business:

1.  VAClinic in Bellingham, letter of support.
2. Burial Information for Members on file.
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New Business:

1. Helping Vietham era Vets in the current climate of slash & burn
at the VA, while we take a backseat to the next generation of

Veterans needing help.
2. The lack of VVIC members, stepping up to the plate. To lend a

hand, doing the Business of the group.

New Business from the floor:

The next General Meeting is 12 April 2007 at 1930 hours at the British Columbia Regiment.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
CHARLESA. DUNN POST #75
VANCOUVER, B. C. CANADA

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 1 MARCH 2007

The February General Meeting was called to order at 1930 hours with 2nd Vice Commander O’ Grady
in the chair. There were five (5) members and one (1) guest present. The Vice-Commander in the
absence of the Post Chaplain, give the opening prayer.

Roll Call of Officers

Commander absent Adjutant present Sergeant at Arms present
1st Vice Commander present Finance Officer present Historian absent
2nd Vice Commander present Service Officer absent Chaplain absent

The minutes of the February General Meeting were read and approved as read by the membership
present. M/S/C

Introduction of Guests The Acting Commander introduced Mr. Kenneth Payne, a member of
the VVIC and the Sumas Post of the American Legion.

Committee Reports:

Member ship: No Report
Entertainment: No Report

Parade: Comrade Snow reported that there was an upcoming meeting of the International Memorial
Day Committee to be held on March 21. The report was moved, seconded, and carried

Finance Officer’s Report: No Report
Balloting on Applications. None
Service Officer’s Report: No Report

Sick Call, Relief and Employment: No Report
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Unfinished Business: Asreported from the February General Meeting, the Nominating Committee
made their report for the coming year. Nominated by the Committee were as follows:

Commander G. Flowers accepted
1st Vice Commander S. O’ Grady accepted
2nd Vice Commander W. Carmack accepted

Adjutant D. Sinclair accepted

Service Officer K. Lang accepted

Sgt. at Arms

Chaplain T.O'Malley

Finance Officer H. Gillespie accepted

Historian T. Snow accepted

Good and Welfare of the Legion: All correspondents that were presented to be action by the
membership was compl eted.

New Business. It was agreed by the membership present the Post’s By-Laws and Constitution would
be reviewed by the membership and a Notice of Motion would to made at the next meeting to correct
al the errors.

Since there was no further business to come before the Post Membership, the Commander |ead the Post
in closing prayer and closed the meeting at 2000 hours.
Comrade Commander, | move this report be accepted as read.

Theodore Snow Tom O’'Madley
Post Adjutant Post Commander
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Vietham Veterans In Canada
Minutes 519

General Meeting held on 15 March 2007
British Columbia Regiment, Vancouver, B.C.

Not available at press time.

Steve O'Grady,
Chief of Staff
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An Army Stretched Thin

Joe Galloway
March 15, 2007
Source: Military.com

An Army already stretched painfully thin is now being asked to find the additional
25,000-plus troops to man President Bush's escalation in Irag and, it's now
obvious, prepare for additional combat rotations next year.

All the easy sweeping up of manpower already has been done. All the obvious
moves to rob Peter to pay Paul have been carried out just to keep this unending
war going.

Now comes the hardest part: Units that are completing their second or third year
long combat tours are being extended for another four or six months. Other units,
now home for their promised 12 months with their families, are being told they
will go back to combat sooner than that.

Army National Guard units that'd already served the maximum time on active
duty, in combat, are being told that the rules have changed, and they're again
being called back for Iraq service.

It doesn't matter that those Guard units were ordered to leave virtually all of their
equipment in Iraqg and have had none of it replaced so that they might actually
train for the eventuality that has befallen them. Nor does it matter that there may
not be equipment and vehicles waiting for them in Iraq when they get there.

Nor does it seem to matter that, four years into this war, there still aren't enough
sets of body armor to provide one for every soldier sent to Iraq in this escalation.

Or that in the fervent search for bodies to fill the quotas the Army has begun
combing the lists of wounded soldiers and re-evaluating their fitness to return to
the war, rating some soldiers who are no longer physically able to even wear the
35 pounds of body armor good to go.

That might be one solution to the scandalous treatment of soldiers on outpatient

status at Walter Reed Army Hospital - rate them good to go and send them back
to Iraq.
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The Army, that once-magnificent Army we counted on as our shield in a
dangerous world, is being bled to death in the streets and on the roads of Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Politicians only now are talking about adding 100,000 more soldiers to the Army
and Marine Corps, when that's something that should have begun on Sept. 12,
2001.

Where and how do they propose to find and enlist 10,000 or 20,000 more troops
each year when it is literally all the recruiters can do to find enough young men
and women to fill the existing quota of at least 80,000 each year?

Again, all the cheap fixes have been used. They've raised the maximum age for
enlistment from 35 to 42. Should we kick that higher, say 65? Then you would
have your choice: Medicare or boot camp?

We've doubled the number of convicted felons permitted to enlist. We've lowered
the minimum standards to allow for more high school dropouts, more people who
test in the lowest quarter on mental aptitude, more people who are tattooed from
elbow to ear.

And we've boosted enlistment bonuses to $25,000. Sign on the dotted line,
young man, and you're on your way to boot camp and Irag with money in your
pocket.

Of course, if the economy does a meltdown there could be a boom in enlistments
and all our problems would be solved.

If this war continues much longer it may be hard to postpone that economic
meltdown. The Defense Department budget is now running at half a trillion
dollars annually. The war in Irag costs more than $2 billion a week. The long-
term costs of Bush's great adventure in taking down the late and unlamented
Saddam Hussein are now estimated at perhaps $2.5 trillion when lifetime health
care for thousands of wounded and disabled soldiers and Marines is figured in.

If the war ended today it would cost $65 billion to repair and replace the
equipment worn out or destroyed in Irag.
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All of these costs are being pushed down the line to be borne by our children and
grandchildren and their children in the form of burgeoning budget deficits seen
and, as yet, unseen.

When is someone, somewhere in this country going to stand up and demand an
accounting for all we've lost in a foolish, unjustified and unnecessary war in the
wrong place, against the wrong people, at the wrong time - conducted by a
president who got every bit of it wrong?

When are we going to cut our incredible losses in Iraq - human, spiritual and
monetary - and get back on the road to being a better country and a better
people whose leaders believe, as we do, in the U.S. Constitution and habeas
corpus and the right to privacy?

Copyright 2007 Joe Galloway. All rights reserved.
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Congress Investigates Walter Reed's 'VIP' Ward

Luxury Ward Serves Congressmen, Cabinet Members, but Does Its Funding
Come at the Expense of Care for the Troops?

By JOHN HENDREN

A
WNE'WE

March 16, 2007 A congressional investigation is under way to see if Walter Reed Army
Medical Center is funding a well-appointed ward for lawmakers and other VIPs at the
expense of soldiers, following disclosures of dilapidated facilities and excessive red
tape at the nation's premier hospital for wounded troops.

John Tierney, D-Mass., chairman of the House National Security Subcommittee, has
asked the Army to detail its funding for Walter Reed's Ward 72 well known for its
antique furniture, carpeted floors, gleaming china, flat-screen TVs and hospital workers
who escort members of Congress, Cabinet members, foreign dignitaries and their
families to their medical appointments.

Former Sen. Strom Thurmond spent much of his final year in the posh ward, but the
only troops permitted to stay there are Medal of Honor recipients.

"If there is money that's going for extraordinary amenities at the expense of people who
are coming back disabled, certainly I'd be bothered by that," Tierney told ABC News.
"My only concern is whether or not there is money that ought to be spent more wisely
or more appropriately for people who are returning injured from the battlefield."

Some Troops Didn't Get Same Treatment

The special treatment in Ward 72, including added security and privacy, is a far cry
from the treatment Brady Van Engelen said he received after he was shot in the head
in Irag in 2004.

"People want me to talk about the mice and the mold. They see that as the problem
when it isn't the problem. The problem lies much much deeper than that," Van Engelen
recently told ABC's David Kerley. "There's so much red tape. Soldiers are stuck there
for so long, it does become a depressing groundhog day, if you will. ... The regulations
clearly state that I'm not fit for duty, but it took them six months to discover that.”

Tierney told ABC News that if he found the funding "inappropriate” for the VIP ward, he
would pursue a hearing specifically on the unit or seek some other corrective action.
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Army officials said it costs just under $1 million a year to run the ward, or about two-
tenths of 1 percent of Walter Reed's cost. That includes salaries for seven contract and
civilian employees but not medical staff, who are paid by the hospital's general fund.

According to Army regulations, charges for outpatient care at the unit are waived for
qualified officials, the Army said in a statement. Members of Congress are charged for
inpatient care at the "full reimbursement rate."

"Clearly, if he's contacted our legislative liaison, we will put together the information that
he's requested,” Army spokesman Paul Boyce said of Tierney's request.

Tierney said it's difficult to divvy up funding for the ward because some money comes
from a private foundation and, presumably, from insurers of the patients who stay there.

Hospital’s Decay Costs Military Personal Jobs

Recent disclosures recounting mold, mice, peeling paint, walls with holes in them at
Walter Reed, as well as a nightmarish bureaucracy that in some cases left patients
struggling to receive care, have cost some high-profile Army officials their jobs. Army
Secretary Francis Harvey was forced to resign by Defense Secretary Robert Gates,
who was dissatisfied with Harvey's response to the Walter Reed disclosures, first made
public in a series of stories in The Washington Post.

The Army also fired Maj. Gen. George W. Weightman, the hospital's top administrator.
And Lt. Gen. Kevin Kiley, a former Walter Reed administrator, was fired as the Army's
surgeon general after being briefly assigned to oversee the hospital again.

Weightman was head of Walter Reed for only about six months. He came to the
hospital in late August, after serving as commander of the U.S. Army Medical
Department Center and School at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

A series of investigations by the White House, the Department of Defense, the Army,
the Navy and congressional panels is ongoing.

The Army said earlier this month that within the next 30 days its own internal review
would focus on accountability to the hospital's soldier patients, health and welfare,
infrastructure, a much criticized medical administrative process and information
dissemination. The Army is separately cooperating with a larger Pentagon review, due
in April. Among those offering legislation to correct problems at Walter Reed are 2008
Democratic presidential rivals Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., and Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-
N.Y. (End)

Forwarded by M. Ribotto via Vet-Rant-L
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@he Oregonian

If you are broken, you are worthless

Thursday, March 15, 2007
The Oregonian

Suddenly, it all makes sense.

Like many of you, | have struggled to understand the squalor awaiting wounded soldiers at the
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. | waited in vain for the explanation of how the Department
of Defense could conveniently misplace 175,000 casualties of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, or -- as Salon.com reported Monday -- return injured troops to the front lines.

Then Army Spc. David Pope cleared up the confusion. Sitting in a subdued living room in east
Portland, Pope spelled it out:

"There's this mentality in the military,” he said, "that if you are broken, you are worthless.

"We're the greatest fighting unit in the entire world, blah, blah, blah. If you're not tough enough
to suck it up and soldier on, you have no business being in the military."

Before the bone in his back and his faith in the military shattered upon impact with that
prejudice, Pope was prepared to devote 20 years to the service. When he enlisted in the Army
in 1999, he was 25, newly engaged and looking for stability: "I didn't have any skills; | was just
a bum, playing at being an adult. | knew it was time to man up."

He went through basic training and ended up in a brand new cavalry unit at Fort Lewis, Wash.
He had every reason to believe he would soon be part of a combat Stryker team in the new
modularized Army. But in December 2002, Pope said, he was running recruits through close-
guarter combat drills on a live fire range when a buddy knelt down behind him and two NCOs
knocked him backward to the ground.

It was typical rough-housing, Pope said, "just my turn to get pranked. They're tests of will. If
you show any sign of weakness, you're a liability. As they say, it's all fun and games until your
eye gets poked out."

Or until you land on your gas canister, breaking off a right transverse process in your lower
back.

In severe pain, Pope didn't know the extent of the damage; he didn't reach the emergency
room at Madigan Army Medical Center for 72 hours. The Army, Pope said, wanted to minimize
the incident because an investigation would shut down the live fire range.

"My first-line supervisor, my platoon sergeant, my first sergeant and the commanding officer all
told me to suck it up and soldier on,” Pope said. Even with X-rays and a doctor's orders that he
stay out of the field, Pope was wrapped in Kevlar and sent out on a 48-hour radio watch: "They
looked for every loophole to prove to themselves, and to me, that there was nothing wrong,
that | was just making it up.”
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Broken, you see, Pope was no good to them. Broken, Pope couldn't be deployed to Irag.

When he asked for physical therapy, Pope said, he was told to take care of it on his own time.
No one offered to retrain him. After he received his medical discharge from the Oregon Army
National Guard in 2004, his reception at the Veterans Affairs hospital in Vancouver was no
better.

"l used to go every time my back bothered me," Pope said, "but | got sick of waiting four, six,
eight hours at a time. They weren't helping me cure the problem, they were just taking care of
the symptoms. They just gave me drugs, and to them, | was just there to get the drugs.”

Pope and his wife, Amy, and their son are now living off his $547 monthly VA payment and
what she earns working with adults with disabilities.

He's living with the sense the Army considered him baggage and dead weight. "This isn't a
new thing," Pope said. "Look around. You have all these guys in different medical centers and
VAs, and they're not getting the treatment they need. Because they're broken."

Steve Duin: 503-221-8597; 1320 S.W. Broadway, Portland, OR 97201
steveduin@news.oregonian.com http://blog.oregonlive.com/steveduin
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Terrorized by ‘"War on Terror'
How a Three-Word Mantra Has Undermined America

By Zbigniew Brzezinski

Sunday, March 25, 2007; BO1

The "war on terror" has created a culture of fear in America. The Bush administration's elevation of
these three words into a national mantra since the horrific events of 9/11 has had a pernicious impact on
American democracy, on Americas psyche and on U.S. standing in the world. Using this phrase has
actually undermined our ability to effectively confront the real challenges we face from fanatics who
may use terrorism against us.

The damage these three words have done -- a classic self-inflicted wound -- isinfinitely greater than any
wild dreams entertained by the fanatical perpetrators of the 9/11 attacks when they were plotting against
usin distant Afghan caves. The phraseitself is meaningless. It defines neither a geographic context nor
our presumed enemies. Terrorism is not an enemy but a technique of warfare -- political intimidation
through the killing of unarmed non-combatants.

But the little secret here may be that the vagueness of the phrase was deliberately (or instinctively)
calculated by its sponsors. Constant reference to a "war on terror” did accomplish one major objective: It
stimulated the emergence of a culture of fear. Fear obscures reason, intensifies emotions and makes it
easier for demagogic politicians to mobilize the public on behalf of the policies they want to pursue. The
war of choicein Iraq could never have gained the congressional support it got without the psychological
linkage between the shock of 9/11 and the postul ated existence of Iragi weapons of mass destruction.
Support for President Bush in the 2004 elections was also mobilized in part by the notion that "a nation
at war" does not change its commander in chief in midstream. The sense of a pervasive but otherwise
imprecise danger was thus channeled in a politically expedient direction by the mobilizing appeal of
being "at war."

To justify the "war on terror,” the administration has lately crafted a false historical narrative that could
even become a self-fulfilling prophecy. By claiming that its war is similar to earlier U.S. struggles
against Nazism and then Stalinism (while ignoring the fact that both Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia
were first-rate military powers, a status al-Qaeda neither has nor can achieve), the administration could
be preparing the case for war with Iran. Such war would then plunge Americainto a protracted conflict
spanning Irag, Iran, Afghanistan and perhaps also Pakistan.

The culture of fear islike agenie that has been let out of its bottle. It acquires alife of its own -- and can
become demoralizing. Americatoday is not the self-confident and determined nation that responded to
Pearl Harbor; nor isit the Americathat heard from its leader, at another moment of crisis, the powerful
words "the only thing we have to fear isfear itself"; nor isit the calm Americathat waged the Cold War
with quiet persistence despite the knowledge that areal war could be initiated abruptly within minutes
and prompt the death of 100 million Americans within just afew hours. We are now divided, uncertain
and potentially very susceptible to panic in the event of another terrorist act in the United States itself.
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That isthe result of five years of amost continuous national brainwashing on the subject of terror, quite
unlike the more muted reactions of several other nations (Britain, Spain, Italy, Germany, Japan, to
mention just afew) that also have suffered painful terrorist acts. In his latest justification for hiswar in
Irag, President Bush even claims absurdly that he has to continue waging it lest al-Qaeda cross the
Atlantic to launch awar of terror here in the United States.

Such fear-mongering, reinforced by security entrepreneurs, the mass media and the entertainment
industry, generates its own momentum. The terror entrepreneurs, usually described as experts on
terrorism, are necessarily engaged in competition to justify their existence. Hence their task isto
convince the public that it faces new threats. That puts a premium on the presentation of credible
scenarios of ever-more-horrifying acts of violence, sometimes even with blueprints for their
implementation.

That America has become insecure and more paranoid is hardly debatable. A recent study reported that
in 2003, Congress identified 160 sites as potentially important national targets for would-be terrorists.
With lobbyists weighing in, by the end of that year the list had grown to 1,849; by the end of 2004, to
28,360; by 2005, to 77,769. The national database of possible targets now has some 300,000 itemsin it,
including the Sears Tower in Chicago and an Illinois Apple and Pork Festival.

Just last week, here in Washington, on my way to visit ajournalistic office, | had to pass through one of
the absurd "security checks' that have proliferated in ailmost all the privately owned office buildings in
this capital -- and in New Y ork City. A uniformed guard required meto fill out aform, show an 1.D. and
in this case explain in writing the purpose of my visit. Would avisiting terrorist indicate in writing that
the purposeis "to blow up the building"? Would the guard be able to arrest such a self-confessing,
would-be suicide bomber? To make matters more absurd, large department stores, with their crowds of
shoppers, do not have any comparable procedures. Nor do concert halls or movie theaters. Y et such
"security" procedures have become routine, wasting hundreds of millions of dollars and further
contributing to a siege mentality.

Government at every level has stimulated the paranoia. Consider, for example, the electronic billboards
over interstate highways urging motorists to "Report Suspicious Activity" (driversin turbans?). Some
mass media have made their own contribution. The cable channels and some print media have found that
horror scenarios attract audiences, while terror "experts' as " consultants' provide authenticity for the
apocalyptic visions fed to the American public. Hence the proliferation of programs with bearded
"terrorists' asthe central villains. Their general effect isto reinforce the sense of the unknown but
lurking danger that is said to increasingly threaten the lives of all Americans.

The entertainment industry has also jumped into the act. Hencethe TV serials and filmsin which the
evil characters have recognizable Arab features, sometimes highlighted by religious gestures, that
exploit public anxiety and stimulate Islamophobia. Arab facial stereotypes, particularly in newspaper
cartoons, have at times been rendered in a manner sadly reminiscent of the Nazi anti-Semitic campaigns.
Lately, even some college student organizations have become involved in such propagation, apparently
oblivious to the menacing connection between the stimulation of racial and religious hatreds and the
unleashing of the unprecedented crimes of the Holocaust.

The atmosphere generated by the "war on terror” has encouraged legal and political harassment of Arab
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Americans (generally loyal Americans) for conduct that has not been unique to them. A casein pointis
the reported harassment of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) for its attempts to
emulate, not very successfully, the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC). Some House
Republicans recently described CAIR members as "terrorist apologists’ who should not be allowed to
use a Capitol meeting room for a panel discussion.

Social discrimination, for example toward Muslim air travelers, has also been its unintended byproduct.
Not surprisingly, animus toward the United States even among Muslims otherwise not particularly
concerned with the Middle East has intensified, while America's reputation as aleader in fostering
constructive interracial and interreligious relations has suffered egregiously.

The record is even more troubling in the general area of civil rights. The culture of fear has bred
intolerance, suspicion of foreigners and the adoption of legal procedures that undermine fundamental
notions of justice. Innocent until proven guilty has been diluted if not undone, with some -- even U.S.
citizens -- incarcerated for lengthy periods of time without effective and prompt access to due process.
There is no known, hard evidence that such excess has prevented significant acts of terrorism, and
convictions for would-be terrorists of any kind have been few and far between. Someday Americans will
be as ashamed of this record as they now have become of the earlier instancesin U.S. history of panic by
the many prompting intolerance against the few.

In the meantime, the "war on terror” has gravely damaged the United States internationally. For
Muslims, the similarity between the rough treatment of Iragi civilians by the U.S. military and of the
Palestinians by the Israelis has prompted a widespread sense of hostility toward the United Statesin
general. It's not the "war on terror” that angers Muslims watching the news on television, it's the
victimization of Arab civilians. And the resentment is not limited to Muslims. A recent BBC poll of
28,000 peoplein 27 countries that sought respondents’ assessments of the role of states in international
affairsresulted in Israel, Iran and the United States being rated (in that order) as the states with "the
most negative influence on the world.” Alas, for some that is the new axis of evil!

The events of 9/11 could have resulted in atruly global solidarity against extremism and terrorism. A
global aliance of moderates, including Muslim ones, engaged in a deliberate campaign both to extirpate
the specific terrorist networks and to terminate the political conflicts that spawn terrorism would have
been more productive than a demagogically proclaimed and largely solitary U.S. "war on terror" against
"Islamo-fascism.” Only a confidently determined and reasonable America can promote genuine
international security which then leaves no political space for terrorism.

Whereisthe U.S. leader ready to say, "Enough of this hysteria, stop this paranoia’? Even in the face of
future terrorist attacks, the likelihood of which cannot be denied, let us show some sense. Let us be true
to our traditions.

Zbigniew Brzezinski, national security adviser to President Jimmy Carter, is the author most recently of
"Second Chance: Three Presidents and the Crisis of American Superpower” (Basic Books).
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