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GM 539

10 January 2008

British Columbia Regiment (DCO), Vancouver, B.C.

Moment of Silence

United States Military Casualty Reports

Received since 08 November 2007

Capt. Benjamin D. Tiffner, 31, of West Virginia, died Nov. 7 in Baghdad, Irag, of wounds
suffered when he was struck by an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1%
Battalion, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Sgt. Lui Tumanuvao, 29, of Fagaalu, American Samoa, died Nov. 7 in Arab Jabour, Iraq, of
wounds suffered when he was struck by an improvised explosive device during combat
operations. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 30™ Infantry Regiment, 2™ Brigade Combat
Team, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Capt. Matthew C. Ferrara, 24, of Torrance, Calif., who died Nov. 9 in Aranus. Ferrara died
of wounds sustained when his patrol was attacked by direct fire from enemy forces in Aranus,
Afghanistan, on Nov 9. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry Regiment,
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Vicenza, Italy.

Sgt. Jeffery S. Mersman, 23, of Parker, Kan., who died Nov. 10 in Aranus. Mersman died of
wounds sustained when his patrol was attacked by direct fire from enemy forces in Aranus,
Afghanistan, on Nov 9. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry Regiment,
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Vicenza, Italy.

Cpl. Sean K. A. Langevin, 23, of Walnut Creek, Calif., who died Nov. 9 in Aranus.
Langevin died of wounds sustained when his patrol was attacked by direct fire from enemy
forces in Aranus, Afghanistan, on Nov 9. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 503rd Airborne
Infantry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Vicenza, Italy.
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Cpl. Lester G. Roque, 23, of Torrance, Calif., who died Nov. 10 in Aranus. Roque died of
wounds sustained when his patrol was attacked by direct fire from enemy forces in Aranus,
Afghanistan, on Nov 9. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry Regiment,
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Vicenza, Italy.

Spc. Joseph M. Lancour, 21, of Swartz Creek, Mich., who died Nov. 10 in Aranus. Lancour
died of wounds sustained when his patrol was attacked by direct fire from enemy forces in
Aranus, Afghanistan, on Nov 9. He was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 503rd Airborne Infantry
Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Vicenza, Italy.

Spc. Jermaine D. Franklin, 22, of Arlington, Texas, died Nov. 9, in Jisr Naft, Iraq, of wounds
sustained from an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the

1st Squadron, 32nd Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Staff Sgt. Patrick F. Kutschbach, 25, of McKees Rocks, Pa., died Nov. 10 in Bagram,
Afghanistan, from wounds suffered in Tagab, Afghanistan, when his vehicle was struck by a
rocket propelled grenade and small arms fire. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 10"
Special Forces Group, Stuttgart, Germany.

Sgt. Phillip A. Bocks, 28, of Troy, Mich., died Nov. 9 while conducting combat operations in
Aranus, Afghanistan. He was assigned to Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center,
Bridgeport, Calif.

Sgt. Joseph M. Vanek, 22, of Elmhurst, Ill., died Nov. 12 in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was assigned to the
2nd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne
Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Sgt. Christopher R. Kruse, 23, of Emporia, Kan. Kruse died Nov. 13 in Mukhisa, Iraq, of
wounds suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated during dismounted combat
operations. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 4th Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Cpl. Peter W. Schmidt, 30, of Eureka, Calif. Schmidt died Nov. 13 in Mukhisa, Iraq, of
wounds suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated during dismounted combat
operations. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 4th Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Pfc. Casey P. Mason, 22, of Lake, Mich., died Nov.13 in Mosul, Irag of wounds suffered
when enemy forces attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was assigned to the 728th
Military Police Battalion, 8th Military Police Brigade, 8th Theater Sustainment Command,
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.
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Sgt. Derek R. Banks, 24, of Newport News, Va., died Nov. 14 in San Antonio of wounds
suffered Oct. 25 in Baghdad, Irag, when the vehicle he was in struck an improvised explosive
device. He was assigned to the 237" Engineer Company, 276™ Engineer Battalion, 91% Troop
Command, Virginia National Guard, West Point, Va.

Capt. David A. Boris, 30, of Pennsylvania. Boris died Nov. 12 in Bermel, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when the vehicle he was in was struck by an improvised explosive device.
He was assigned to 1% Squadron, 91 Cavalry Regiment, 173" Airborne Brigade Combat
Team, Schweinfurt, Germany.

Spc. Adrian E. Hike, 26, of Callender, lowa. Hike died Nov. 12 in Bermel, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when the vehicle he was in was struck by an im(g)rovised explosive device.
He was assigned to 1% Squadron, 91% Cavalry Regiment, 173 Airborne Brigade Combat
Team, Schweinfurt, Germany.

Spc. Ashley Sietsema, 20, of Melrose Park, lll., died Nov. 12 in Kuwait City, Kuwait, of
injuries suffered in a vehicle accident. She was assigned to the 708" Medical Company, 108"
Medical Battalion, 108" Sustainment Brigade, lllinois National Guard, North Riverside, Ill. The
incident is under investigation.

2nd Lt. Stuart F. Liles, 26, of Hot Springs, Ark., died Nov. 13 in Bagram, Afghanistan, of
injuries suffered in a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the 122nd Aviation
Support Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg,
N.C. The incident is under investigation.

Sgt. Kenneth R. Booker, 25, of Vevay, Ind., died Nov. 14, in Mukhisa, Iraq, of wounds
sustained when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. He was assigned
to the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 4th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry
Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. Mason L. Lewis, 26, of Gloucester, Va., died in Baghdad on Nov. 16, as a result of a
non-combat related training accident. He was assigned to the 26th Brigade Support Battalion,
2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga. The incident is under
investigation.

Sgt. Steven C. Ganczewski, 22, of Niagara Falls, N.Y., died Nov. 16, in Balad, Iraq, wounds
suffered from a combat-related incident. The incident is under investigation. He was assigned
to the 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Fort Benning, Ga.

Staff Sgt. Alejandro Ayala, 26, of Riverside, Calif., died Nov. 18 of injuries sustained as a
result of a vehicle accident in Kuwait. He was assigned to the 90th Logistics Readiness
Squadron, F.E. Warren Air Force Base, Wyo. The cause of the accident is under investigation.

2nd Lt. Peter H. Burks, 26, of Dallas, Texas, died Nov. 14 in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds

suffered when his vehicle struck an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 4th
Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany.
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Pfc. Marius L. Ferrero, 23, of Miami, Fla., who died in Baqubah, Iraq. Ferrero died Nov. 18
when an improvised explosive device detonated during a mounted patrol in Baquabah, Iraqg.
He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 38" Infantry Regiment, 4th Stryker Brigade Combat
Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Cpl. Jason T. Lee, 26, of Fruitport, Mich., who died in Balad, Iraq. Lee died Nov. 18 when
an improvised explosive device detonated during a mounted patrol in Baquabah, Irag. He
was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 38™ Infantry Regiment, 4th Stryker Brigade Combat Team,
2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Cpl. Christopher J. Nelson, 22, Rochester, Wash., who died in Baqubah, Irag. Nelson died
Nov. 18 when an improvised explosive device detonated during a mounted patrol in Baquabah,
Irag. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 38" Infantry Regiment, 4th Stryker Brigade
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. Alfred G. Paredez Jr., 32, of Las Vegas, Nev., died Nov. 20 in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when his vehicle struck an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood,
Texas.

Spc. Melvin L. Henley Jr., 26, of Jackson, Miss., died at Camp Striker in Baghdad on Nov.
21 of injuries suffered from non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the 603" Aviation
Support Battalion, 3™ Combat Aviation Brigade, 3" Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga. The
incident is under investigation.

Staff Sgt. Jonathon L. Martin, 33, of Bellevue, Ohio, died Nov. 22 in Regensburg, Germany,
of wounds suffered on Nov. 9 in Jisr Naft, Iragq, when his vehicle encountered an improvised
explosive device. He was assigned to the 1% Squadron, 32" Cavalry Regiment, 1% Brigade
Combat Team, 101%' Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

Pvt. Isaac T. Cortes, 26, of Bronx, N.Y. Cortes died Nov. 27 in Amerli, Irag, of wounds
suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to
the 1st Squadron, 71st Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division
(Light Infantry), Fort Drum, N.Y.

Spc. Benjamin J. Garrison, 25, of Houston, Texas. Garrison died Nov. 27 in Amerli, Iraq,
of wounds suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device. He was
assigned to the 1st Squadron, 71st Cavalry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th
Mountain Division (Light Infantry), Fort Drum, N.Y.

Cpl. Allen C. Roberts, 21, of Arcola, lll., died Nov. 28 from a vehicle accident near Al Asad,

Iraq. He was assigned to Marine Attack Squadron 214, Marine Aircraft Group 13, 3rd Marine
Aircraft Wing, | Marine Expeditionary Force, Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz.
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Sgt. 1st Class John J. Tobiason, 42, of Bloomington, Minn., died Nov. 28 in Baghdad, Iraq,
of injuries suffered from an incident that is currently under investigation. He was assigned to
the 847th Adjutant General Battalion, 89th Regional Readiness Command, Wichita, Kan.

Spc. Matthew K. Reece, 24, of Harrison, Ark., died Dec. 1, in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to
the 1% Battalion, 504™ Parachute Infantry Regiment, 1% Brigade Combat Team, 82" Airborne
Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Sgt. Blair W. Emery, 24, of Lee, Maine, died Nov. 30 in Baqubah, Iraq, of wounds suffered
when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 504"
Military Police Battalion, 42" Military Police Brigade, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Sgt. Kyle Dayton, 22, of ElI Dorado Hills, Calif., died Dec. 3 in Ashwah, Iraq, of injuries
suffered from a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the 2" Battalion, 504"
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 1% Brigade Combat Team, 82" Airborne Division, Fort Bragg,
N.C. The incident is under investigation.

Sgt. Eric J. Hernandez, 26, of Waldwick, N.J., who died Dec. 4 in Bayji, Irag. Waldwick died
from wounds suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device in Bayji,
Irag. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 327" Infantry Regiment, 1% Brigade Combat Team,
101°" Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Pvt. Dewayne L. White, 27, of Country Club Hills, Ill., who died Dec. 4 in Bayji, Irag. White
died from wounds suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device in
Bayji, Iraq. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 327" Infantry Regiment, 1% Brigade Combat
Team, 101 Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Capt. Adam P. Snyder, 26, of Fort Pierce, Fla., who died Dec. 5 in Balad, Irag. Snyder died
from wounds suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device in Bayji,
Iragq. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 327" Infantry Regiment, 1% Brigade Combat Team,
101°" Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.

Spc. Randy W. Pickering, 31, of Bovey, Minn., died Dec. 9 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
sustained in a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the Regimental Support
Squadron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, Vilseck, Germany. The circumstances surrounding
the incident are under investigation.

Cpl. Johnathan A. Lahmann, 21, of Richmond, Ind., died Dec. 10 in Tikrit, Iraq, of wounds
suffered in Bayji, Iraq, when a improvised explosive device struck his vehicle. He was assigned
to the 59" Engineer Company, 20" Engineer Battalion, 36" Engineer Brigade, Fort Hood,
Texas.
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Cpl. Tanner J. O’Leary, 23, of Eagle Butte, S.D., died Dec. 9 in Musa Qal’eh, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated. He was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne
Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Staff Sgt. Gregory L. Elam, 39, of Columbus, Ga., died Dec. 11 in Kandahar, Afghanistan,
as a result of a non-combat related illness. He was assigned to the 54™ Quartermaster
Company, 49™ Quartermaster Group, 101 Airborne Division (Air Assault), located at Fort Lee,
Va. This death is under investigation.

Chief Petty Officer Mark T. Carter, 27, of Fallbrook, Calif., died Dec. 11, as a result of
enemy action while conducting combat operations in Irag. He was permanently assigned as an
East Coast-based Navy SEAL.

Spc. Brynn J. Naylor, 21, of Roswell, N.M., died Dec.13 in Baghdad, Irag, of wounds
suffered when enemy forces attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was assigned to the
2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division, Fort
Carson, Colo.

Sgt. Samuel E. Kelsey, 24, of Troup, Texas, died Dec 13 in Tunnis, Iraq, of wounds suffered
when an improvised explosive device detonated. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Staff Sgt. Michael J. Gabel, 30, of Crowley, La., who died Dec. 12 at Forward Operating
Base Curry, Afghanistan. Gabel died in Afghanistan from wounds suffered when his vehicle
encountered an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment (Airborne), 173rd Airborne Brigade, Camp Ederle, Italy.

Sgt. Joshua C. Blaney, 25, of Matthews, N.C., who died Dec. 12 at Forward Operating Base
Curry, Afghanistan.  Blaney died in Afghanistan from wounds suffered when his vehicle
encountered an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 503rd
Infantry Regiment (Airborne), 173rd Airborne Brigade, Camp Ederle, Italy.

Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan A. Lowery, 38, of Houlton, Maine, died Dec. 14, in Mosul, Iraq, of
wounds sustained when enemy forces attacked his unit using small arms fire. He was
assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, 11l Corps, Fort Hood, Texas.

Pvt. Daren A. Smith, 19, of Helena, Mont., died 13 Dec., in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds
sustained from a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 89th
Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division (Light Infantry), Fort
Polk, La. The incident is under investigation.

Sgt. Austin D. Pratt, 22, of Cadet, Mo., died Dec. 15 in Balad, Iraq, of injuries sustained in
Baghdad, Iraq, in an incident that is currently under investigation. He was assigned to the 2™
Battalion, 30™ Infantry Regiment, 4™ Brigade Combat Team, 10" Mountain Division (Light
Infantry), located at Fort Polk, La.
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Pfc. Juctin R. P. McDaniel, 19, of Andover, N. H., died Dec. 17 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries
sustained from a non-combat related incident in Taji, Iraq. He was assigned to the 524"
Combat Service Support Battalion, 45" Sustainment Brigade, 8" Theater Sustainment
Command, Fort Shafter, Hawaii. The circumstances surrounding the incident are under
investigation.

1st Lt. Jeremy E. Ray, 26, of Houston, Texas, died Dec. 20 in Kanaan, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when an enemy attacked using an explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Hood, Texas.

Pfc. George J. Howell 24, of Salinas, Calif., died Dec. 21 in Riyadh, Iraqg, of wounds suffered
when his vehicle was attacked by an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 87th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th Infantry Division (Light
Infantry), Fort Drum, New York.

Senior Airman Nicholas D. Eischen, 24, of Sanger, Calif., died Dec. 24 in Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan in a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the 60th Medical Operations
Squadron, Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The circumstances surrounding the death are under
investigation.

Sgt. Peter C. Neesley, 28, of Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich., died Dec. 25 in Baghdad, Iraq, of
an undetermined cause in a non-combat environment. He was assigned to the 3rd Squadron,
7th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.
The circumstances surrounding his death are under investigation.

Sgt. Bryan J. Tutten, 33, of St. Augustine, Fla., died Dec. 25 in Balad, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his position during combat
operations. He was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 73rd Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Capt. Rowdy J. Inman, 38, of Panorama Village, Texas. Inman died Dec. 26 in Mosul, Iraq,
of wounds suffered from small arms fire during dismounted combat operations. He was
assigned to the 3rd Squadron, 3™ Armored Cavalry Regiment, Ill Corps, Fort Hood, Texas.

Sgt. Benjamin B. Portell, 27, of Bakersfield, Calif. Portell died Dec. 26 in Mosul, Iraq, of
wounds suffered from small arms fire during dismounted combat operations. He was assigned
to the 3rd Squadron, 3" Armored Cavalry Regiment, Il Corps, Fort Hood, Texas.

Petty Officer 1st Class Victor W. Jeffries, 52, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died Dec. 31, 2007 as a
result of injuries suffered Dec. 24 in a vehicular accident in Kuwait. He was permanently
assigned to the Navy Expeditionary Logistics Support Group, Kuwait.

Pfc. Joseph R. Berlin Jr., 21, of Chelsea, Ala., died Dec. 30 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries

suffered in a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the Special Troops Battalion,
4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas. The incident is under investigation.
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Pfc. Brian L. Gorham, 21, of Woodburn, Ky., died Dec. 31 at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, of
wounds suffered on Dec. 12 in Afghanistan when his vehicle encountered an improvised
explosive device. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry Regiment (Airborne),
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Camp Ederle, Vicenza, Italy.

Sgt. Reno S. Lacerna, 44, of Waipahu, Hawaii, died Dec. 31, 2007 in Al Qayyarah, Iraq, of a
non-combat related illness. He was assigned to the 87th Corps Support Battalion, 3rd
Sustainment Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga. The incident is under
investigation.

Sgt. Shawn F. Hill, 37, of Wellford, S.C., died Jan. 2 in Khowst Province, Afghanistan, of
wounds suffered when his vehicle encountered an improvised explosive device. He was
assigned to the 178™ Engineer Battalion, 218™ Infantry Brigade, South Carolina Army National
Guard, Rock Hill, S.C.

Staff Sgt. Ryan D. Maseth, 24, of Pittsburgh, Pa., died in Baghdad, Iraq, on Jan. 2 of injuries
suffered in a non-combat related incident. He was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 5th Special
Forces Group (Airborne), Fort Campbell, Ky. The incident is under investigation.

Spc. Joshua R. Anderson, 24, of Jordan, Minn., died Jan 2 in Kamasia, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle. He was assigned to
the 6th Squadron, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort
Stewart, Ga.

Maj. Andrew J. Olmsted, 37, of Colorado Springs, Colo. Olmsted died Jan. 3 in As
Sadiyah, Iraq, of wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit using small arms fire
during combat operations. He was assigned to the Military Transition Team, 1st Brigade, 1st
Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kan.

Cpt. Thomas J. Casey, 32, of Albuquerque, N.M. Casey died Jan. 3 in As Sadiyah, Iraq, of
wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit using small arms fire during combat
operations. He was assigned to the Military Transition Team, 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry
Division, Fort Riley, Kan.

Pfc. Jason F. Lemke, 30, of West Allis, Wis., died Jan. 5 in Ibrahim Al Adham, Iraq, of
wounds suffered when his vehicle struck an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to
the 2" Battalion, 23" Infantry Regiment, 4™ Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2" Infantry
Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Petty Officer Second Class Menelek M. Brown, 24, of Roswell, N.M., was declared dead
Jan. 4 after apparently going overboard from USS Hopper in the Arabian Sea Jan. 3. Navy
aircraft and ships conducted an extensive search but did not locate him. USS Hopper is
homeported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
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Spc. James D. Gudridge, 20, of Carthage, N.Y., died Jan. 6 in Baghdad, Iraq, of wounds
suffered when his vehicle struck an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 4th
Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart,
Ga.

Pfc. Timothy R. Hanson, 23, of Kenosha, Wis., died Jan. 7 in Salmon Pak, Iraqg, of wounds

suffered from enemy small arms fire. He was assigned to the 1% Battalion, 15" Infantry
Regiment, 3" Brigade Combat Team, 3" Infantry Division, Fort Benning, Ga.

Casualty Count is now 4438

Since 10 November 2001

Compiled by the VVIC S-2, Menga Station, Valley of the Cauca River, ROC
(Authority: American Legion Post 75 Commander & VVIC 1°' Vice President G. Flowers)
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Marine Missing in Action from the Vietnam War is ldentified

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced on 16
November 2007 that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from the Vietnam
War, have been identified and will be returned to his family for burial with full military honors.

He is Gunnery Sgt. Richard W. Fischer, U.S. Marine Corps, of Madison, Wis. He will be
buried on Nov. 19 in Madison.

On Jan. 8, 1968, Fischer was assigned to M Company, 3" Battalion, 5™ Marines, 1%
Marine Division, on an ambush patrol south of Da Nang in Quang Nam Province,
Vietnam. Fischer became separated from his unit and subsequent attempts by his team
members to locate him were met with enemy fire.

In 1992 and 1993, joint U.S./Socialist Republic of Vietham (S.R.V.) teams, led by the
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), conducted three investigations and interviewed
several Vietnamese citizens. The citizens said that Fischer was killed by Viet Cong and his
remains were buried in a nearby cultivated field.

In 1994, a joint team excavated the burial site and recovered human remains and other
material evidence including uniform buttons.

Among other forensic identification tools and circumstantial evidence, scientists from

JPAC and the Armed Forces DNA ldentification Laboratory also used mitochondrial DNA in the
identification of Fischer’s remains.
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Army Soldier MIA From Vietnam War is Identified

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced 03
December that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from the Vietnam War,
have been identified and will be returned to his family for burial with full military honors.

He is Staff Sgt. Maurice H. Moore, of Baltimore, Md., U.S. Army. He will be buried in
Baltimore on Dec. 4.

Representatives from the Army met with Moore’s next-of-kin to explain the recovery
and identification process, and to coordinate interment with military honors on behalf of the
secretary of the Army.

On May 12, 1968, North Vietnamese forces overran the Kham Duc Special Forces
camp and its surrounding observation posts in Quang Nam-Da Nang Province (formerly
Quang Tin Province), South Vietham. Moore was one of the 17 U.S. servicemen unaccounted-
for after the survivors evacuated the camp. Search and recovery efforts at the site in 1970
succeeded in recovering remains of five of the 17 men. A sixth man was returned alive during
Operation Homecoming in 1973 after having been held prisoner of war by the North
Vietnamese.

Between 1993 and 2006, joint U.S./Vietnam teams, led by the Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command (JPAC), conducted eight investigations and four excavations in the
vicinity of the camp site. The team interviewed former North Viethamese officers and soldiers
who participated in the battle. Some recalled seeing the bodies of U.S. servicemen near one of
the observation posts, and U.S. eyewitness accounts placed Moore near the post.

During an excavation conducted in 1998, two U.S. servicemen who survived the battle
accompanied JPAC to help locate the observation posts, but found no evidence of human
remains. Later excavations conducted in the area yielded human remains, identification media
and personal effects for Moore and several other Army soldiers, including Maj. Frederick J.
Ransbottom and Staff Sgt. William E. Skivington Jr., who were identified in 2006.

Among other forensic identification tools and circumstantial evidence, scientists from

JPAC and the Armed Forces DNA ldentification Laboratory also used mitochondrial DNA in the
identification of the remains.
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